Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 







§ 



^CD 



1846 






.^ 




Vn..// 



I. * 



y'*« :»*• 



Z*i 



i ! 






r 



I 



^^-u 



HISTORY OF THE 



POMEROY FA^TTLT 



FI\OM IsJS TO 1880. 



BY JOHN M. POMEROY. 



EDITOR OF THE FEAMvLDs REPOSITORY 



CRAMBBBSBURO, PEKK'A^ 

JOHK M. POMEBOY, PUBLISHER. 

1879. 



II 

P 7 %- i" 



INTRODUCTION. 



I have seen it stated suniewhere that alir.ost ariv one mIio 
would go at the work with a <lcternnnation to siiiceeed, could 
trace the history of his anccstn* for at least five jrenei*ationB 
with tolerable aceuraey ; and tlie >tateincnt will be borne out 
by the results. There is no ditHculty in renchini; back to our 
grandfather, for if he was dea<l before we readied the veal's of 
matui'ity, his children, or other (»f our relations who were con- 
temporaneous with him, can tell us of his personal appearance, 
his manners, liabits and peculiarities jjenerally. But when we 
try to hear something of his ancestors, when their histoiy is 
miwritten, and when we must rely upon ti*adition exchisively, 
the difficulty thickens, and we are content by getting the 
I merest glimpses of their career, or an unimportant incident in 

* their life. Even thi is difficult to {accomplish, as all who live<l 

witli them have also passed away. If there were some record 
kept in every family, some sketch however brief and imperfect 
of the different members composing it, the task to succeeding 
generations would be less difficult and much moi-e satisfactory 
in its accomplishment. Young people, I have noticed, rarely 
feel much interest in tratang their family connections and his- 
tory. It is only when the evening shadows Viegin to appear 
that tliey feel like trying to trace the long line of ancestry 
which has preceded them ; how, where and when they lived, 
and when they died. It is Eometimes nnfoi*tunate that this 
Bhould be the case, as sources of information wliich are availa- 
ble at one peiiod of our lives cannot be reached at another 



The writer, when a hoy, often listened to tales of the Revolu- 
tionary and Indian wars from Francis Graham, Jr., of Roxhury, 
a brother of our great grandmother, in which wars he partici- 
pated, and for which services lie was a pensioner of the United 
States, but I was then too verdant to know that he couhl give 
me valuable information in rei^ard to our ancestors which I 
have recently exhausted mvself unsuccessfully to procure. 

In a purely Repuldicanform of government like ours, where 
the law recognizes no distinction of persons and families, where 
there are no hereditary titles or estates, tlie family historv is 
not so important as it is in nionarchial countries, M-here impor- 
tant property interests are dependent upon it; still it is grati- 
fying to see that as eilucation advances and ])ecom(»s more gen- 
eral, there is more attention paid to family history. Ami as 
our free institutions phu^e the highest position within the reach 
of the humblest citizen, no one need be ashamed of his ancestn'. 
If, as has been said, few of us could trace our ancestry back 
for five generations, without running against some grandfather 
who was a broken-backed shoemaker, coal heaver or beirirju*, 
let us congratidiile ourselves that there was sufficient vitality 
in the blood which courses in om* veins to rise to a higher and 
more influential position in life. As these sketches are intend- 
ed for private, and not for general circulation, let not the facts 
of history lie perverted, however, by impMng from the above 
statement that I did in my searches unearth the characters 
de8cril>ed, but that, on the contrary, as the following pages 
will show, our ancestors never occupied any position in life 
below the middle or substantial class of people, while some 
were eminent in their several relations. Nor have I been able 
to find any public stain resting upon any of them. AVliile they 
do not appear, except in a few instances, to have been possessed 
of great wealth, they have always, if poor, been respectable. 
A member of the family in Kentucky writes me that it was al- 
ways a proud boast of her father, Isaac Pomeroy, a native of 
Franklin county, "that all the men in the family from the ohl 
French teacher down, had the reputation of being honest men, 
while all the women were chaste." J. M. P. 



TIIO^LVS ro:MEROY. 

THE FOREIGNER AND FIRST SETTLER. 



CHAPTER L 

The Poiuerov fainilv are of Fren<li on'i^in. The name si^- 
nifies "Royal Apple/' Throuirh sue<-es>4ive irenenitions the 
stock has hecoiiie so impreirHated with the Sroteh-Irish, tluit 
I the original hlofnl has nearly ilisap])caix»(l, and there is little of 

[ tlie Hngnenot left to ns except tlie name. Desi-entled as we 

! are fi'om these two raeesof ])eople, we liave n riirlit to he pn»nd 

{ of the ancestry f lom wliich we sprinir. In the days of reliirious 

'^ pcrsecntion they were the hnlwarks oi Protestantism in Scotland, 

L*eland and France, and thousands oi them met de:ith in its 
mofit revolting forma in defense of their religious convictions, 

Tlie most remote ancestor to whom our hranch of the family 
ti*ace their origin, was a classical teatrher who was employed as 
a tutor in the family of a French ni»h1eman in Paris, at the 
time of the Massacre of St. Bartholomew, in August, 1572. 
Uis education and position nmst have made hitn ii man of some 
.importance at the gjiy capit*d of Franco mnong the Protestants, 
as he was a marked man hy the Roman Catholics. A <Iaughter 
of the nobleman in whose family he was teaching, aiul who 
may have l>een a Roman Catliolic, i'onyeye<l to Pomeroy, for 
whom she had formed a stniug attachment, intelligence of his 
dangerous position, ami succceiled in getting him to the sea 
shore, where he went on board of a lisiiing vessel bound for 
Ircland, where he hmded in s»ifety. The lady who had tlius 
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8 History of the Pomeroy Family. 

been instrumeTital in saving his life, joined liim in time in 
Ireland, aiwl tliev were nuirriecl. Thev were entirely witliout 
means, and thev supported themselves by teaching. Some of 
the descendents of this couple located in Liverpool, Englan<l, 
wliere tliev be(;nme merchants and dealers of different I'rades. 
A connected list of the descen<lents of the French teacher has 
not been pi*eserved, or at lesxst cannot now be found, and hence 
we cnnnot trace his genealogy perfectly to the present generation. 
But we know somethin2: of tlie liistorv of Thomas Pomerov, 
the first, who was his descendant ac^cording to his own testimo- 
ny, in Europe, and know more about the latter part of his life 
in America. He was a merchant of moderate business and 
means in Liverj>ool. The circumstances of liis leaving England 
for this countn', as detailed l)V himself, were these: After 
cloaini; his store one evenincc be was out on the street at a verv 
late hour with €ome of his companions, who were all in a 
hilarious mood from the effects of a little too nmch liquor, when 
he was seizc<l by a "press gang" who were forcildy drumming 
up recruits for the British Navy. England was at war at the 
time and was aspiring to be master of tlie ocean, as in<leed she 
was, and for the great number of ships of war she had afloat, 
she had no adequate supply of seamen, and to obviate this dif- 
ficulty she inaugiu'ated a system of impressment into tlie Xavy, 
which alwavs caused uneasiness and terror throuijhout the 
kingdom. She enforced this cruel and arbitrary system for a 
century or longer, and even claimed the right to search the 
vessels of other nations for seamen whom she alletced had de- 
serted from her Xaw. It was the enforcement of this demand 
against one of the national vessels of the United States that 
culminated in our war with Great Britian in 1812. Although 
England does not now insist on this right, she never formally 
yielded it. 

Thom as Pomeroy doubtless shocked by finding himself, much 
against his will, tmd contrary to all his husiness arrangements, 
an enlisted man in the British NaN-y, appears to have become 
suddenly sobered by the surprise and ciipture, and asked his 
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captoi'8 to accM)mpany him to his store, wliere lie dctcrinined to 
phiy the agreeable to them, ami try if possible to niako his es- 
cape from his eml larrassing aiul nncomf < >rtable position. When, 
at length, lie suceredetl in getting them to imbibe snfficiently 
to put them soundly asleep, and got the lust man put away 
under the counter, he provided himself with Seventy Pounds 
Sterling in cash, and with this he went on boartl of a nierehant 
vessel lying in the harbor, and boun<l for America, on which 
he had previously shi])ped some goods to this Coimtry. lie 
I had a letter conveyed to his ]>artner advi.sing liim of his adven- 

I ture, and hi a fi;w hours the ship left theportof Livei-pool, and 

lie was moderately safe from a life lie aj>pears to have dreaded. 
From the fact that he was shipping goo<ls, and liad been trad- 
ing somewhat with this Country, it is p«»ssible that he contem- 
plated an early removal hitlier, and the event was only hastened 
j by his misfortune 4>n the niglit in question. The means he 

employed for his escape, and the presence of mind he disphu'ed 
in the emergency, show tliat he was a shrewd man, and capable 
of surmoimting serious ditticulties when thrown inhispatliway. 
Arriving in America, which was then and ii^t half a century 
thereafter, a colony of Great Britain, visions of the British 
Navy, and his possible arrest as a constnictive deserter, aj>pear 
[ to have disturbed his min<l, an<l it is said he detennined to lo- 

cate whei*e neither otficers of the annv or navv would be likelv 
to encounter him. lie apprehende<l that his name wouhl be 
retmiied to the iroverninent as one who had been re^ndarlv im- 
pressed into the service, and had made his escape l>efore being 
formally placed on duty, and knowing how relentkvsly the im- 
pressment syhtem was enforced against delinquents, he deter- 
j mined, if possible, to lind a place of security. Hence he locat- 

cate<l in what must then have been a wilderness, near the Xorth 
Mountain, and near where the village of Roxbury w as subse- 
quently, built. He changed his business and became a farmer, 
instead .of -ti merchant as he was in Livei-pool. It is quite 
probable that he changed the ortlu)graphy of the name to Puni- 
roy, in which way it was spelled imtil 1856. It was spelled 
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10 Hisiorif of the Pomcroi/ Fandbf. 

Poineroy l>y the family in Euro]>e, an<l by 4m11 the hniiu-Iios <»f 
the frtiiiilv m Ainerica, ami iievor \v;is s'^cIUmI in iinv other wnv 
hy any portion of the family, except onrs. Ilenuiy linve \vishe<l 
to disguise his name in his sec-hidetl retreat. There is n(» evi- 
dence of thi^, and it is only conjectured. It may he as well to 
state just here, that all the mend»ers of the family airreed in 
1856 to restore the oriirinal mode i)f si>ellinLr. The branches 
of the familv in Kentuckv, Illinois an<l We>tern Pennsvlvania 
had eorreete<l the orthoirraphy prior to that date. 
7 7j?j Thomas Pomerov, the tirst, sottle<l ainonir the earliest white 

settlers of Lm*<iJin tcAvnship, about the year ITW. I have 
'T^uv-;:^ -^rt^v/i^earched the records of.tlie Land OlHce at II a rn<l)uric to ascer- 
tain the tlate at which he lirst accjuired title to his real estate, 
but found no record whatever there. lie mav either have held 
it by possession and location, or he may have pmn-hased the 
right of another party. It is <-ej-tain, from evidence I h:ive 
found elsewhere, that at a verv early <late he owned a lars'e 
body of land on what is now the road to NewburiC, alM>ut two 
miles below Koxburv. At the time of his liK-ation there he 
could as easily have had lands in tlie limestone part of Cund»er- 
laud Valley, which is nt>w nuich more valuable tlian the farms 
North of the Coiiedog\viiuiLi:reek, but the early settlei\s in tlie 
valley believed the slate land vas superior to the limestone 
part of it, besides behig much better watered. Hence the 
first settlements are said to have been made ah»ng the Xorth 
mountain. The.rc appears to have been no marked event in 
the history of the first Thomas Pomeroy after his lundim^ in 
America, or at least historv and tradition have ixiven us non(\ 

7 • •77 

He appeal's to have pnr>ueil the even tenor of his way, quietly 
cultivating his farm, living at peace with his neighbors and 
fidfiUinfr all the duties of a irooil citizen. He raised a larw 
family, eight children, four of whom were sons, and four 
daughters, survived him. He died about 1772.. I hoped to 
get the date of liis tleath more accurately from the records of 
Cumberland Countv, wliich at tliat date embr:;<^ed Luri'an 
township, but leiurned with regret that the Recorder's ottiee at 
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Carlisle was destroyed l»v lire in 1776, toirether Adth its eon- 
tents. I found there tlie account of Thomas Ponierov who was 
the administrator of his mother, widow of the tirst Tliomas, 
from which it appeared that she died in 1777. Her name was 

MarMret. 

~ — ~— 

His sons were named Thomas, John, George and Samuel. 
His daughters' names I have not heen ahle to i::et, hut one was 
married to a Mr. Do vie and another to Mr. Duncan, both of 
whom lived and died in Pennsvlvjinia. Thomas Pomerov, his 
oldest son, remaine<l on tlie ohl hona'stead, hut tlie other sons 
went westward at an early date. Jo[in first located in AVest- 
morehind count}'^ Penu'a, where he became a very prominent 
citizen. lie was Colouel of a reirim<»nt in one of the Indian 
Wars, and so distiuiruished himself that he was afterwards fa- 
miliarly known as "tlie Indian Killer." The Hon. Edgar Cowan 
of Westmorehmd County, Penn'a., when a member of the 
United States Senate, once asked me if I was a mend)er of the 
same family of Col. John Pomerov. Rc])lyiui' in the aHinna- 
tive, he tohl me that tradition said he wielded irreat power among 
the early settlers of that region, and that there is a district of 
Country in Westmoreland County where he lived that is still 
known as "Pomerov's Plains.'' Acting as a majristrate, so irreat 
was the eontideiice of the people in his judgment and integi'ity, 
that nearly all unsettled business or other ditKculties between 
neighbors, was referretl to hiui for a<ljudication. As considera- 
ble crowds M'ere sometimes present he would dispense justice 
under a large oak tree near his primitive cabin. The descend- 
ants of Col John Pomerov reside mainly in Lawrence and Mercer 
Counties, Penn'a. Jud<::e Thomas Pomerov of Lawrence County 
served two years in the Pennsylvania Legislature, \yith the 
writer in 1840 and '47. George A. K. (Apple King as lie was 
called), removed to Jefferson C«)unty, Kentucky, where he died. 
His descendants are scattered over Kentucky and the West, 
and so are the des<-endants of Mrs. Dovle and Mrs. Duncan. 
Of the others I have no specitic information, except of our 
immciliate ancestor Thomas.. 
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Col. John Poiiierov was inarritMl at Koxlmrv, Penn'a., t<» 
. ; , , \. Hannah Gr.iliani, sifter of Marv Graliani, X\\v siM-on<] wife of 

liishrotherTlHUiias. Thov had fniirHMisntiniCMl Francis, John, 
Geortro and Thomas, and two ilauirltttTs n:i:ncMl MariTJiivt and 
Marv, the former married Charh*> ]>ovh' :ind the hitter James 
Gihson. Francis, Georire and Tliomas reniiived from AVest- 
morcland Connty, Penn'a., to the neighhorhood of AVooster, 
Ohio, an<l suh>e(inently removed, from there to points fnrtlier 
west. John removed to MerecM*, now Lrjwivnee Connty, Penn'a., 
where most of his deseendants >till resi(k'. He had fonr sons 
named Th<»mas, William, John and Jj»ej>h. The tirst three are 
dead, Thomas havinir died near tlie elo>e of the year 1S78, and 
his widow a few months thereafter. After havinir served two 
years with the writer in tlie leirislatnre of Peml^vlvania, as 
stated in a prececling paire, he was for Kfteen years an Associate 
Judge of the County of Lawrence, and hehl other prominent 
public positions. lie was a rnlinir elder in the Preshyterian 
church, and war> instlv held in the hiixhest estimation hv his 
fellow citizens. Eev. Joseph S. Pomerov, the onlv snrvivinir 
brother, is Pastor of the Presbyterian church at Fairview, 
Hancock Conntv, West Viririnia. John S. Pomerov, son of 
Judije Thomas Pomerov, was Prothonotarv of Lawrence Conn- 
ty, and was killed at the battle of Gettysburg, where his reuniins 
repose in the jSational Cemetery, pn^perly marked. 

It is quite clear that the lands in Luriran township were oc- 
cupied many years by the tirst settlers under u sort of pre-emp- 
tion title, and that warrants wci'e issued, and surveys made \\\Ktn 

them at a much later date. Thomas P«»merov had a tract of 

« 

117 acres 95 perches surveyed on warrant I)ecend»er 17th, I7rt7. 

Another tract was surveyed to him on warrant in riuht of James 

M'Cormick, containing 1<>0 acres 102 perches on the same day. 

I On October 14th, 1775, another tract was surveyed to him on 

warrant containing 176 acres aiul 22 perches. A tract in Let- 
terkenny township surveyed on warrant granted to Jolm Ponie- 
roy, May 20th, 17*»8, containintc 24 a<-res, Ivini' adouir the Cone- 
dogAvinit creek, was held by liiui on an improyement right began 
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in 1756, and interest wjis <«hnrtre(1 liiiii from tluit date. 
Doubtless tlie otlier tracts were lield l>v inijirovenient rii»:lits for 
many years. Francis Graham, Sr., the father-ii>-la\v of hoth 
Thomas and Ci J. J4»l in Piemen »y, lifted liis warrant fi»r ;^»ti»3 
acres on the Sth of September, ITrif). Tliis is tlie farm adjoin- 
ing Ilo.\lmiT,the irreatcr part of wliich noM hehinirs to the irreat- 
gX^nt gran<lsonof the tirst settler, AlexandiT W. PomeroA'. 

Tlie information as to the <lifferent warrants for bind in Lur- 
jjan township was pnK'invd at the office (»f tlie Snn'eyor ot 
Franklin County. It must also appear at th(» land <»ttice at Ilar- 
risbnrir, but mvs(*arches there were conliiunl to aneiu'lier djtte. 



THOMAS R>MEROV THE SETCOXn^ 

Tlie prec^Uni; <'ont!iiu.s nil tire iufonivitian that vre Imva hoxfit 
able to I'oUect iii ix^laticm to *)\iv ori*!:\\u\l ancestor in this fonii- 
trv, Thrnnas PniiicToV. And althouirh meairii* iu its details- 
It has <*ast inUch time ancl eflort to piVKin-e. lufonuatitrti that 
Was 80ir;rhty au<I on which lunch hilNH* ^ras spent, (loe& nc/t ap- 
pear. For instance, I have entirely failed to asceitain who 
Mariniret, the wife of tlie tirst Thomas Pomeroy, was, and I 
have l>eeu eqnallv unsucifssfnl in ti.sinir the family c<Hineetion 
of tlie lirst wife of Thomas PomeroV the seeoiul, wlio, with her 
two diildreii, wa& nnn*deivd l»y the Indians. Otlier points of 
information maV suirirest themselves which the reader wonhl 
like to hear, hnt thev niav l>e (Hsmisseil as not attiiiimhle. Tlie 
author souijrht informati<in for several vears, and onlr when 
stitistied that I could got nothinir m4»re di<l I c(»inmit to paper, 
m a fonnal manner, what I had* Thai what we hate is au- 
thenti(r, as far a* it irn/es, there is no question, as the cirenm- 
Btaneea attendinjr the removal of the lirst Thomas P4»merov to 
America Were stated l)y him to his chihlren anil graudchihlren, 
and hy them to their children, (|uite a uumher of whom are 
yet livin^i Other fa(!ts in regaitl to their places of resilience, 
loetition of farms, ^:(?., were <lerived from the records, and 
from the testimony of members of tlie fourth generation who 
Were l>oni at the ancestral home, the father of the writer and 
his ]>rothers and sistei-s. The history of our remote ancestor, 
the Ilugenot an<l teacher, was deriveil from Thomas Pomeroy 
the lirst| and is no doubt authentic. 
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Tliere is a mimerous fjjniilv of r>nr nsune in New York and 
N ew E ngland, and throughout the West, who have a popnhir 
impression anionir tliem that all of the nir.ne in the United 
States arc descended from Eltweed Poineroy,^ who landed in 
Massachus etts from En^^hmd ahoiit lOUU^^ Keeent correspond* 
cnce with some of these paities deveh>pes the f;:rt thjit the\* 
liHve not all spnmsr from that stem, and altlunijrh >*on:e of our 
family have been inclined to helievethatThumris Ponierov h:id 
emigrated fn)m NeM' Englaiul, and that he Av.-'s conscnpientlv 
connected witli tliem, I have sati>tie<l mvself hv \\i\ exan.inr- 
tion of their family rc»cords tliafthi^ could not he the ctise. 
l>efore ^cettinir the clearest information that he Was a foi-eii^ner. 
As the ancestor of the New England family, who was a s'ur.* 
Buiith, came to this countn' the centnn' aft?r the massacre of 
St. Bartholomew, and conserpientlv when the Fremh tej'.cher 
had many descendants in Great Britain, it is hy \\o means im*^ 
prohable that Eltweed Pomcroy was 4)ne of them, and that we 
xotxy thus all have a common father in the Parisian linicuist% 
There are good i-easons for supposing that this may he the case, 
the most prominent of Avhich is tlie striking ix^semhhmce which 
8dme of the niemhers of tlie New Enirland family, whom I 
have seen, l>ear to their Pennsylvania namesakes. Some twenty 
yeara ago, ^yhen my mind lii-st h(*gan to turn to the investiga* 
tion of the irenealooy of the familv, I Mas intrfuhu-ed to Dr» 
Bro>ni6on in Philadelphia, a Mvll-kno\\'n liteniry chanictei*, who 
was somewhat famous for having renouMce<l Protestantism and 
erabrace<l Popery, who was then jmhlishinga monthly period- 
ical in the interests of the Catliolic; church. He asked me in 
the coui*se of conversation whether we were connected with the 
New England Pomeroys, and I replie<l that it was nut idear 
that we M'ere. "Well," said he, "I can give you a sign hy whidi 
yon will know whether you are or not. It is a peculiarity of 
the family, and I am intimately and extensively acquainted 
^•itli it, that they gi*ow up slender men until they are about the i 
age of thirty, when they begin to expanil. and they grow until 1 
they become large ihen." I told him that wjis the ease with a 
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lunjority of our family in this State, unci lie s:ii<l that uhile 
there weiT' ext-eptinns to the rule iu NeNV Jiuirhuul, this was the 
rule. I have ha<l this statement eontinaed hy nieiuhers of the 
ftiniilv ill the East, an<l it is a.ven' stronir point in fav«ir of itet 
nnitv. Tliere is a fainilv in Enirhuul of our name whose fountl- 
er w.is ennohlcMl hy William the Conqueixw, hut as William 
invn<le(l Emrland hefore the massacre of St. l{arthoh>mew, IiIa 
(l3^(?3a lints cinu »t l>j <; »n;i'jrte 1 with us, unless reuurtely with 
those of the French teaclier, who escaped from Paris hmir after 
the advent of William and his army in Enjrluud. This party 
was Kid ph de Pomeroy, a 3'oung Frenchman, anil therefore 
possibly of the same family, who was on the staff of William 
t'le Contiuei-or, an([ so pojmlar an<l useful had be made liim. 
ft?lf, that when the Normans c^nupiered England the Jvinir pivc 
i ' him a lar^ body of land, and <'onfernMl upon liiiu a title of 

! nobility. As he also emiin*atiHl from Fnmce, altlionirh under 

j different circuuistances from om* ancestor, the theoiT is thus 

further stremcthened that all of the name aiv bnauJies of the 
main stem in that country. In a dosinir cliapter we will ^ive 
liome fmther facts in the hist«ny' of Ralph de Pomeroy. 

(It will not be amiss to apoloirize liere, in parenthesis, f<lr 
the frequency with which the persoual pronoun /is use<l. These 
uketches wei*c written at tirst without any expcctaticrn (►f their 
l»eing published. When I l»eiian to copy them for publication, 
I thought of using tlie thinl perscm, but as all the cotTes])ond<Mice 
and investii^ations had been conducted bv mvs^df, I did not see 
how I could very well make tlie chanire, and k(»ep the n:irrativo 
clear and intelligible. I will not make any attempt at enlarging 
\ the history beyond, what a fair ivcital of the facts will re<juire, 

; nor throw in fiction wliere only the ix^ality is wanted, And <-4>ntiue 

the work to the narr(»west limits consistent with a fidl un<ler- 
: i^tanding of the subje<*t in hand. Tliis nmch by way of expla- 

1 usition of the apparently ei:<»tistical style a<lopted.) . 

! Thomas Pomerov, son of our foreiicn an<-estor of the same 

' name, was Iwrni on his father's farm below Roxburv in 17^*5. 

and died either on that or the atljoining fann, both of which he 
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OTHietl, Ronictime l>etwoen the 2AtU of July and the 9th of Sei)- 

tember 180;^. I trot these whites fro:a lii"_>Vi^lj vrliich was fxe*. 

inite<l oil the former date, and prol»ate<l on tlie hitter. I have 

fnilcil to pnieure the exat-t <hite of hirtli and (leuth in many in- 

stimcefi, after havinir tried every ]M)ssihle sonn*e of information. 

Thomas Pomeroy, the ^et-ond as he may he termed, spent all of 

his three sc irj ve irs an 1 ten in Lnrir in township, dvinir nearlv 

if not exru'tlv on tlie spot where lie was horn. Althonirh rank- 

ins{ tts a liiiridy respectnhle eitizcn, ho <h)es not appear to have 

tilled any pnhlie po>ition of importance. Enptged in the 

\ peaceful pursuits of agrit'idture, he was exposed to the perils 

of frontier life, and was in (M>mnion with the earlv settlers of 

Cumberland Vidlev, harassed bv the incursions of bands of 

hostile IndiuHs, which resulted in tlie massacre of his family, 

he alone escapin*;. Afti»r the ilefeat of liraddo4*k, July *Jth, 

1755, the French and their savai^e sJlies, the Indians, made 

{ hostile raids into Cumberland Valley, and their massacres were 

; of tlie most brut d and revoltini^ <*hara(!ter, sparini^, in their 

I bloody course, neither age, sex nor ctindition. These raids of 

I the savages were repeated, with more or less fei-ocity, at dif- 

» ferent intervals, between 17i>5 and 1770. 

In the month of July, 17t>;3, the savages appeared along the 
North Mount un, an 1 I hive this account of the circumstancei 
unrler which the massacre of Thomas Pomerov's familv was 
effected from his niece, Elizabeth Curr y, formerly Graham, 
now residing in Illinois, she having, as she says, got it from 
her father, Francis Graham, the brother-in-law of Thomas 
Pomeroy : "Uncle Thomas arose early one morning and went 
a short distance from the house to try to shoot a deer, and 
while he was gone the Indians (nime'to his house, an<l killed 
his wife and two children.'' These victims of 6ava<w) crueltv 
were buried on their farm. A local history of the Indian . 
troubles in Cumberland Vallcv at that time, thus refers to 
[^ tliat occurrence : "Thomas Pomeroy and his wife, and a Mrs. 

Johnson, were suri)rised in a house between Shippensburg and 
the North Mouiitahi, and left there for dead, but one of the 
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womoii \\1ieii foiiiul sliowod )i\\p^& of life, aiwl waj? taken f<.> 
Sliippetishurir, wh- re ^lK3 livixl some hours in ji iniseiniUle eon- 
dition. She was s^i-ilpe<i, one of lior anns was. broken, and Iier 
ftkuU wad fractured hy fhe blow of a tomahawk. Within a 
fewilaj's tifty-fom* persf>n* were killed hyfhe Indian** in that 
region. IIour*es, harn>^ and wops were hurned ; and the whole 
Valley seemed to he enveh»ped in a irenenil contiairration. 
The whole country west of Sliippenshirrg: was laid de^olate^ 
and Shippenshnrir and CarJisle lienune the ])amer towns. 
Dwellinjj: houses and stahles were crowded with refuirees whi> 
iiad lost horses antl vattle aiul harvest, an<l wei'u ivdm-ed from 
lndependen<-e an<l happines?v to hetrtpuy and despair. The 
streets were filled with peo])le dl<rra«-ted hy grief for tlieir 
losses and surrounded hy diseonsiiLite woniea and wailinir 
tjliildi-en." 

The woman referre<I to in thifi extrai-t wa* probably Mrs. 
Johnson, as- 1 think Mrs, Pomerov and the two diildren Mere 
killed immediately. The Johnsoiw and Pomeroys lived ou 
neighboring farms. Mrs, Curry gives another point in rela- 
tion to Thomas Pomemv, which ib not Without interest, as it 
slum's that his descendants cihuc bv their eori>!denev honestlv. 
It is this: **! have heuni fatlier say that he was so fat that he 
was a burden to himself * His shirt collar was half u yard 
ii-ide/V 

In the year 1844 I h-tnpened to be at a political meeting in 
Carlisle, Penn'a, which Mas addressed by Gen. Samuel Alex- 
ander, an eminent hiwver of that phu-e. The Whig candidate 
for Pre^^dent was Henry Clay, and for Governor, Gen. Joseph 
Markle, whose princii^al element of popularity was his record 
as a fighter ng:\inst the Indians on the Westeni frontier. The 
r (contest, as all will i\^member wlio participated in it, was bitter 

j and exciting. Genend Alexander six>ke of the hanlships and 

sufferings endured by tl?e early settlers, not only on the Ohio 
frontier, where Markle operalcd against tlie Indians, but als<» 
in Cund>erland Valley, and sj)oke «>f Thomas Pomeroy often 
i'ulling at his father's house near Newville, when he, the Gen- 
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eral, wns u bt»v, and frecnientlr rcmaininir over iii«^lit when it 
Ava« too late to get home f n>ni his visit to C.irlisle, and how he 
entertained liini with .•-torie.s of Indian troubles, and the dangers 
to wliich the early settlers were exposed. He said the old man 
was always a welcome visitor at his father's house, and partie- 
ularlv so to him aud the vuunirer menihers of the fciinilv, wlio 
were alwavs sure to he entertained witli Indian stories if he 
could remain over nii^ht. He s])oke of liim as not onlv heinx? 
A very genial man, hut as an estimable and higlily respectable 
<:itizen. I have often reirretted that 1 did not nuike mvself 
i known to Gen. Alexander after the meeting, and leani a<ldi- 

» tional facts from him, but a.sl have said before, I took less 

! interest in familv histon' in those <hivs than I have done since. 



I Gen, Alexander died soon jifferwunls. 



Mary Graham, tlie second wife of Thomas romeroy, was 
born in Lurgan toM-nsIiip, March 5th, 1747, and died in April, 
1815, aged t>S yoars. As she was the mother of what lu\s 
grown to be a large family , a sketch of lier. would be interesting 
and valuable, but I have been unable to procure any material, 
although I might have had nnurh from her brother Francis 
Graham, if I had been less intent on his Indian nnd Revolu- 
tionary stories. She was fourteen years younger than her hus- 
band. The date of her mtirriaiire is not in the familv records 
now available, but it was probaidy in 170S, when she was 21 
years of age, her ohlest chihl John having been born February 
25th, 17Cl>. If so, Thomas Pomeroy remained a widower over 
four years after the terrible trairedv which destroved his first 
family, and was married the second time when about 35 years 
of age. 

He raised a large family. How many children besides the 
two killed bj* the Indians, if any, died I have no means of know- 
ing without the family record, but the following reached the 
years of maturity : John, Thomas, Joseph, George, Francis, 
\ Cliarles, James, Isaac, Mary married to Mr. Caldwell, Margaret 

married to Mr. Adams aud Elizabeth married to Mr. John 
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White. All of tlie:ie went west except John, Cliark^nrufAfis. 
White. Thev tir>t H.*ttle«l ne.-ir Lofiisvillu, Kentirckr, hnt some 
of them snh5ie<|uentlv st-attereJ into Illnioisj and prohnl»ly other 
i^tutes. Tlicy all left ehihhxMi exct'pt njoiJU?y- the tliinl, \\\\\> 
wjis unmnn'ieil, and who diet! at New Orieans of Vellow fevc^*. 
He was eiiapitccd iuhoatinjron the Ohio and .\fissi.<sippirirers. 
When vet a citizen of Luri^an tcmnshii), lie was several vear> 
(H>llcctor of taxes, an<l Ids reports in tlie Connnisstioner's ottiee^ 
which I have examined, show that he xvas an excellent pennmu- 
ftnd I should think a ;:ood scholar. He flied yonni;, and this 
is all we know ahoiit hun. -fosepli and j^Irs. Caldwell resi<led 
in Illinois where they died, and hofli have desn»ndants tliere 
and in ludiiiim. Francis left chmirhters hut no sons. Georjre 
left both 6ons aiul daugliters. Charles remained in PeimMl- 
rania anil died near Koxhnry prohahly ahont li>:io. He left 
•ens Thomas, Jt_»hii and Charles W., ami daniiliter* Manraret 
and Elizaheth, the latter marrie<l to Michael G amide of Frank- 
lin eountv, who died in 1871, leavini' >everal sons in Path Val- 
leji Tlioinas died in Mercer i-onnty, Fenn'a., and his widow 
and aomo of hij^diihlren reside in Sld'p) en^hnrg, Fenn'a. Mrs. 
Elizabeth White died about 1840, Uy lier father's will it ap- 
pears die was not nuirrie<l at the time of his death, in l?>o:5, but 
was marrie<l soon thereafter, as her oldest child Samuel E. 
White was born in lSOO,xWho married Nancy E. Bowers in lSo8. 
• fvX He died in ISTl. Ehenezei*, hersei-ond son, removed to Ohio. 
•'.^ where he i^ still livini'. Thomat» Pomen>v White, the third 
^ ' son. died in Baltimore a few vears iitjo. John White, another 
son, died at Monnt Carrol, Illinois, two years ajro. A daughter 
was nnirried to J. Har\ev Allen, and is now livimr near Fav- 
etteville, Franklin countv, Penn'a., and the other was married 
to John Gillan, of the s;ime county, who has been dead a num- 
ber of vears. 

I neglecrtetl to state in the proper place in the first chapter, 
that Margtiret, the widow of the first Thomas Pomeroy, died 
at the remdence of her son, Col John Pomeroy, in L(»tterkenny 
township. It is probable that after the death of her husband 
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she went to vesicle with lier .^011 Jolni. The records of the 
Courts of Cumherhmd Coimty show tluit slic ilied in Letter- 
kenny township, and there if? some other evidence indicating 
that she lived there in her hist vears. 

John Poznerov, the reinaininir member, nnd the ohlest of 
Thomas Pomerov's familv, was horn on the 25rli of Felirnarv, 
1769, in Lnrij^an t(»wnsliip ; was married to Elizahetli Kevin on 
the 12th of May, 1704, an<l died in 181.8. lie was trained to 
tlie life of a farmer (»n his father's property. His education 
was limited to tlie mesiirre advantni'es affonliMl hv the inferior 
common schools of that period, andemhrace<l only the elements 
of a common Eiiirlish echicaticMi. His father irave him one of 
his farms in that townsliij), hut he does not appear to have 
l>een suwessful as a farmer, an<l he did not retain the property. 
Subsequently he located on a farm belonging to his father-in- 
lav/, in Southsimpton township, Franklin County, where he re- 
mained until his death, whicli occurred in Shippeusliurg at the 
house of his brother-in-law, David Nevin. He has been de- 
6cril)cd to me by persons who knew liim as a man of good per- 
sonal appcarsuice, of genial nuimiers, strict integrity and indus- 
trious habits ; a good citizen and kind neighbor and friend. 
He was captain of a military company in his neigldiorhood, 
and appeal's to have been locally popular, although I liave not 
heard that ho had any and»ition for political preferment. He 
* and his forefathers were men «)f a quiet, retiring <lisposition, 

who apparently luid no taste for politics or public life, but 
i found their happiness in tlie liome circle and in tlie quiet but 

i peaceful pursuits of agricultural life. His death occurred in 

this way : Being in tlie habit of making trips to Baltimore with 
his waffon, as nearlv all the fanners of that dav did in the win- 
ter season, with their own profluce and that of others, he was 
taken sick on his way home, left his wagon and was brought 
to Shippensburg in a sleigh, but coidd not reach his home, 
which was some four or five miles from Shippensburg. He 
went to the house of David Xevin and died there. Elizabeth 
Nevin Pomeroy, his wife, was bom December 4th, 1771 and 
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died ill 1820, ajred 55 vears. Tlie children of Jolm and Eliza- 
beth Ponicrov — ^I irive them in tlie onler of their hirth, wliich 
I am not certain I have done in the previous families — ^were 
Daniel Xevin, Mary, Thomas, Josieph, John Xevin and William 
Ile3'noldsi, all of whom were horn in Lurgan to^^ls]lip except Wil- 
liam Eeynoldji, who was born in Southampton town.sliij),Franklin 
Count V, Penn'a. Of these we will mve some account in the 
next chapter. Of this generation we can give our own im- 
pressions, as we were contemporaneous with them, except in 
the case of the oldest, of whom we have only a faint recollec- 
tion. We never looked upon the face of any mend)er of the 
preceding generation that we are aware of. 

John Pomeroy, and his father and lirandfather, were all 
buried at Middle Spring. Members of two genenitions of 
their descendants who have since passed away, have l>eeu laid 
beside them in that nn'al burvimr <rround, ainomr the old oaks, 
where tliey will cahnly sleep imtil awakened by the lnun|) of 
the resurrection. These are Marv and Thomas Pomerov, and 
the children of the latter, making in all Bve generations whose 
remains are there entombed. In the earlv interments at the 
old burvinir jrround at Middle Sprin*;, tombstones were un- 
known, and through the lapse of time and the passing away of 
successive srenerations, the ijraves have become unknown to 
most of those now livinir, and this, I reirret to sav, is the case 
w-itli the lirst three •venerations of our familv who are buried 
there. Professor William M. Xevin, in his well known poem 
on Middle Spring, thus refers to this fact: 

"In this biffh burial i^round, in that below. 

No massive Ktructure stands of sculptured stone; 

Xo columned shaft, oft broke, that it mitsht show • 

YoQth*8 vl^or downward all nntimel)' tlirown, 

But humble slabs and headstcnes many strown. 

Simply the names and years and worth avow 

Ot these here laid. 'Tls well. They covet none. 

In life they were plain men of honest brow ; 

They sought no honors then, nor do thtty seek them now." 

It is pleasant to reflect that five successive generations have 
repaired on each Lord's day to Middle Spring to worship the 
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1 Go<l of tlieir fatliers. One 2renorati«»n has desceuded to tlie 

I tonib, but tlie next lins folluwe<l in their footstepr; and taken 

tlieir phw^es in the fraiictiiary, Chuivheshuve been deinuli.siie<l 
and othei-s jind hctter ones have heen reared in then* phiee.s ; 
old and faithful pa.stoi's pas.-n.'d away, and their places were 
I occupied l»y others, hut still our ancestors were found occupy- 

I ing a place in this ancient congrciration i»f God's ])eople. The 

I Plugnenot blood which flowed in the veins of our earliest an- 

I cestor of whom we liave any knowledtre, has always displayed 

j its influence in his <le.M*en<hints, by tlieir Ann adherence to 

s Christianitv, and almost uniforndv to the Prcsl)vterian order 

I and faith. 
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! A LUROAN TOWNSHIP TRAGKDT. 

i 

{ After thp disastrous <lefcat of Braddm^k in the summer of 

« 

1755, the Western frontier of Pennsvlvania was (k'sohited bv a 
savage horde which swept unche<'ked over its territory, marking 

f its course by the murder of its inhabitants and the destruction 

of tlieir homes, crops and herils. This period of distress and 
alarm was not terminated until the conclusion of a treaty of 
peace between France and Eiui:land in 17t»2, by wliich the pos- 

* sessions of the former in the 2sorth-weat, including the chain of 

French forts from Detroit to tlic !Monongahela, fell into the 
hands of the English. The nnirderous inroads of the Indians, 

•' encouraged by the Frendi, were temporarily interrupted l»y the 

witlidrawal of the French soldiers, bv whom tliese forts were 

I garrisoned, and the sul)stitution of British troops. 

ITlie Indians, who had (piietly acquiesced in the building of 
these fortifications an<l their occupancy by their former allies, 
the French, although tlieir title to the hmds upon which they 
stooil was not extinguished by purchase from their original 
owners, were not yet disposed to allow their transfer to their 
old and hated foes without an efiFort upon their j)art to prevent 
it. Consequently, the calm which now pervaded the Western 
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portion of the Province, was poon to be broken l>y a fiercer 
and more mnrderous irru2)tion than it ha<l previously suttereil. 

Earlv in the rear 17<m, the cch^hrated Ottawa Chief, P«>ntiac, 
made a most viirnrous and well phirnuMl attempt to concjuer 
these forts, latelv fallen into the luuuls of the British, and also 
drive the white bettUTs, witli the tomahawk, scalping knife and 
fire, from the hereditary possessions of the Red Man. A sim- 
ultaneous andcunnin;^ assault was made upon the forts extend- 
ing from the irreat lakes aloui*; the North-westeni border of the 
Province, reachinir as far Ea>t as forts Ligouier and Bedfiird. 
Most of these works fell bv stratejrv and their i^arrisons were 
cniellv munlered witli all tlie brutal atroeitv <-haracteri.^tic of 
savage warfare. While these assaults were beinir uiade l)V large 
bands of In<lian warriors, tlie remoter settlers of Pennsylvania, 
west of the Susquehanna, were travelled by snudl parties of 
exasperated savages, whose unexpected visits to the devoted 
settlers were marked bv deatli and desolation. 

Franklin county, then included in Cumberlaml, sufiFered 
severelv from these roving iienils incarnate, ami those inhabi- 
tants who escapetl were driven from burning houses and souglit 
safety in Shii>pensburg, Carlisle ami in the more <listant towns 
l)eyond the river. Many houses in the vicinity of Kocky Spring, 
Strasburg and the adjacent country wei"e burned and their oc- 
cupants either killed or carried into captivity by tlie savages. 
During this terrible ordeal, hirge portitms of the western divi- 
sion of the Province ahnost reverted to their original condition 
in conse(pience of their total depopulation. 

These nnirdering marauders reached the settlenuMits I»v cross- 
ing the Kitt(X-htinnv Momitain through the numerous gaps 
which provideil natural higlnvays. These passes were guarde«l 
to some extent bv rude block houses an<l forts, which were de- 
fended by the inhabitants of the neighborhood and the several 
companies of rsingers enlisted for tlie defence of the frontier. 
Among other posts of tliis <lescription tlistributed along the foot 
of the moimtain, and reaching nearly to the Potonuic, was a 
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Blockade fort at McAllister's G;ip, below which stands the town 
of Roxluirv. 

In the winter of 17W, tliis work was i^arrisoned hv an "ofKeer 
and 18 nien,'' which fact is learned from a map of the period, 
showing the distrihiition of fortitications along the mountain 
foot in that year. Indian miirdere nnist have been compara- 
tively infrequent in this vicinity, as liistory an<l tra<lition are 
equally silent inrehiti<m to tliem, if we admit a sin<rle exception. 
One reascm for this inununitv can (h)ul)tles3 he referred to the 
fact that tlic countrv in the neitjlihorliood of Roxhurv was at 
this early date very sparsely settled, ainl did not present to the 
prowling Indian as inviting a pro>petrt for the gratification of 
liis murderous propensities as were offered hy the more numer- 
ous settlements in other directions. 

Among tlie first of the pioneers who sought homes in this 
remote western wilderness, which was almost exclusively peo- 
I pled hy Euro})€ans, chietly the historic t?(!otch Irish, was 

I Tlionuus Pomerov. One of this i'entleman's earlv ancestors was 

I a French Huguenot, an<l, at the time of the massa<!re of Saint 

Bartholomew's dav in 1572, was enga^^cd in teachin*' school in 
Paris. On the night of that terrible tragedy, in company with 
some other Hugtienots, he escaped to Ireland. Thomas Pome- 
roy, the fii*st of the family who came to America, was l>orn in 
Ireland, and renjoved to Liverpool in which tOAvn lie was en- 
gaged in mercantile pui-suits previous to his removal to Amer- 
ica, early in the eighteenth centm-y. Soon after his arrival he 
removed to Lurgan township, and settled in what was literally 
and unquestionably a howling wihierness. The lo<-ation hese- 
lecteti was about two miles East of Roxhurv, on a small stream 
whicli rises in the neighboring mountain, and is now known as 
Sebuck^s Run. Here he beijan to clear awa\' the dense forest, 
and soon had wrested sufficient space from the hand of x^ature 
to afford him a site for his rough log cabin, with its huge stone 
chimney built on the outside, and a snnJl additional patch to 
serve as a garden. 
As time rolleil on numerous children were bom in the family, 
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one of wliom l)ore his fsitlier s dirkti«n name of Thomas, xrliicli 
Iui8 been conferred iip«>n different memheri^ of the family ia 
sneeeftsive genemtions. The elder Pomeror died nI>otit tlie 
l>eginning of the Hevohition, wlien hLs son Thomaa, who was 
horn in Lnrgan towm^lnp in 17i^3, liad rearhed the years of ma- 
ture manhood. All the children of the first Tlionms Poineroy, 
with the exi'eption of hi>* wm Thomas, went farther Wes*t and 
locateil in AVestmorehmd awl Merger <t>nntiei^, and some of 
whom beeome troiiRpimons in the subsequent wars ^vith the In- 
diana. Thomas, the s»c»c<)nd, scttle<l near tlie anc-estnd c*abin^ 
where he also Iive<I luij)pily auf 1 prosperously vnX\\ his inctrtMisini^ 
family, until the treacherous savage brought death and deva^tJi* 
tion to hi)» devoted threshold. The cabin of Thuma»P4iiner<»v 
at the time of the In<Iisui li(»stilitieB during the couspinicy of 
Pontiac, was situated al»out a mile and a half from Koxbury, 
on the run previously indie?ited, on a gentle elevation which u;>- 
i^ended fi*(mi the stream Here he Hveil a secludetl and unevout- 
fill life, cultivating a Muall tnict of land and devoting some of 
hiB leisure time in iisliing and in the pursuit of the g:une whicli 
then aboundeil in the forest whicli surrounded his habitation. 

His quiet and peaceful life was, however, soon to suffer a 
terrible and crushing interruption. The insidious and crafty 
Indian smldenly swept o%-er the region along the base of the 
mountain, liorrildy massacring and mutilating its terror-stricken 
inlmbitants, and visiting among many other csdtins^ the unsus- 
pecting household of Thomas Pomeroy. 

Early on thenuiniingof July 21st, 17(T3, Tliomas shouldered 
his rifle and proceeded to a **rK-k" or drinking place, not far 
from his dwelling, for tlie purpose of shooting a deer, as these 
graceful animals were accustomed to pay frequent visits to this 
localitv. 

Returning to his house after a short absence, a sIio<*king scene 
presented itself to his territie<l gaze. His M-ife and two diihlrcn 
Iiad been tomahawked ami scalped by a small party of lurking 
Indians, who had doubtless conc'caled themselves in the vicinity 
ttutil the fimiily \nm loft unprotected by its protector and head. 
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A Mrs. Jolmson wlio was un inniato of the lionse at tlie time, 
was similarly treated, and left l»v tlic j^avaj^es as dead. She, 
however, in the hinijua^rc of a <'ontemj)orary puhliea ion tlio 
jPennfiylvania Gazette^ 'tshowinir some siirns of life, wjishronglit 
to Shippenshurtx, in a most miserable condition some hours af- 
terwards beini; scalpe<l, one of her arms liroken, smd lier skull 
fractured witli a tomahawk.'' 

These unfortunate victims of savaL'e fercM'itv were buried a 
short distance from tlie place of their nmrder, on a s])ot of 
ground, on which the barn beloui^injx to the late John A. Kebuck, 
was subsequently built. This locality is on the State n.nid, lead- 
ing from Koxbury to Xewl>ur«j^, Cum))erhind county. 

Thomas Pomeroy, in whose family the tragedy occurred, was 
the grandfather of the late Judge Thomas l*omeroy, of Eox- 
bury, so widely known and esteemed in tiiissectiim of his native 
State. Some vears after the <leath of his wife, Thonnis Pome- 
roy married a daughter of Franctis Grahainj Senior, who owned 
and lived on the farm adjoining lioxl >urv on the etist, now o%\'ned 
by his descendant Alexander AV. Pomeroy. He <lied in 1803, 
leaving a lai*ge landed estate in I he vicinity of Roxbur}*.'^ 

W. G. L. 

[The pret^eding article, written hy Dr. William C. Lane, up- 
petired in the Fnudiin liejmitory^ Janmuy 21st, 1877.] 



The will of Thonuis Pomeroy, the second, will bo found re- 
corded in the Register's office of Franklin county, September 
9th, 1803. It was executed on the 26th of July previous. 
From this it appears that he had made advancements of money 
to all his sons and daughtei-s who had removed to the West, 
mostly to Kentucky, and bequeathed them an additional 
amount of cash in full of their res{)ective shares. After nuiking 
ample provision for his "dearly beloved wife Mary," by giving 
Ler part of the mansion house, well furnished, and a sufficient 
revenue from the farms iKKjueathed to his son Charles, ho 
bequeaths the farm "on which my dwelling house and bam 
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are Iniilt, a<ljoinii\i; IhtkI:* of Jolin Poincroy, Ilenry Roal^uck 
and otliers, beinir part of the lainl:? I now o<*ciipv, containiiiir 
one hnndred and »iixtv a<Tos/' lie also jrave to liisson Charlers- 
a tract of land in AuibersonV Vallev t-ontainiiii' one Imndred 
and sixteen at-res. He pivc to liis fjon James a trart of land 
containing one lnui<lred and seventeen arres, adjoining the 
mansion farm, when lie hhonM arrive at tlie ni'e of twentv-one 
- yeju'8, in Fehrunry, ISIO. J)in*ing liis minority James wat*- 
dii-ected to live with his lirother Cliarlos, who was to have the? 
proi^ecdsof the farm, hut wi«*i to snpply James with **hojirdiniC 
and m'erring ajtparel hetitting a yontli in his platre and sta- 
tion," an<l M'hen James n\Mdied the age of twenty-one, he was^ 
• to give him <*ertain live stork and farming imj)lements, whieh- 
lie mentions partindarly. lie states that as "I have previously 
conveyed to my ehlest json .rohn the i-nid whereim he now 
lives, I allow that to he in full of his share/' The^mlyheijuest 
lie made to anv of liis ixrandrhildveu was to Thomas, who wati 
then two years ohl. He left 1dm fifty pomids, which he <li- 
rected to he kept at interest until he should arrive at the age 
of twentv-one rears. 

The'will closed thus: "Further it is mv will and desire that 
if anv of these, mv leirntees, should hriuix forth, or muso to ho 
hrought forth, any dispute respecting this my ei*tate, or this 
my List will an<l testament, (as I fondly hope there should he 
none), then in such case the parties thus disputing I allow to 
choose each a man to henr the complaint, iiud jiulgo he t ween 
them, hut ami if in (^jjse the said two men shouhl not ainve ill 
their judgment, then I alh)v/ them (the saicl two men) to chi>ose 
H third num, the judgment of which men shall he as landing 
on the parties, as though c<miinncd hy any court of justice in 
the United States. And lastly, I nominate and appoint my 
tm«ty friends, John Mnclay, Jr., (conunouly kno\)vn hy name 
as Mountain John Maday), Joseph M'Kinney and James 
Strain, all of Lurgan township aforesai<l, executors of this, my 
la«t will and testament/' 
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DanjelNeviu Pomeroy, the oldest eliild of John and Eliza- 
beth Neviu P«Mneroy, was horn in Liirpin towiurhip on the 8th 
of Februan', iTtMJ, and died in ShipiK^nshnrii^on theOtlidayof 
Fehrnary, 1827, aL'cd *>! yeai*s. He irrew up on liis father's 
{ farm, near Roxhurv, and iiad the advantaire>> onlv of a common 

school echieation, hnt from mmierons letters and papers of his 
in my possession, im-lufliiiir his a<*eoimt hooks, he would appear 
to have been a rapid penman, andqnick and accurate in figures, 
j possessing a fair business education. When quite yonng he 

*' began to learn the business of a tanner and cmTier. While 

serving his apprentices! dp his father died, and his younger 
brothers beini^ small, and the f a*milv not luivinir l»een left in com- 
fortid)lc circumstances, it was necessaiy for him to return home, 
and with his younger brother, Thomas, conduct the operations 
of ft farm which bclonired to tlic estate of Ids grandfather, Dan- 
iel Nevin, upon wluch liis motlier and her family were mainly 
dependant for sti]>i>ort. Whether after his motlier subsequent- 
ly removed to Shippcnsburg, he completed his apprenticeship, 
I am not atl vised; lait he nuist have consi<lered liimself master 
of his trade, as lie ma<le it tlie biisiness of his life. He was 
married on the 15tli of January, 18:i2, to Jane Means, daughter 
of John Means of Sliippensl»urg, Penn'a, who was also a tim- 
ner, and as I notice by Ids books that lie was dealing in hides 
and leather at that pla<?e as early .ns 1820, it is pi-obable that 
Lo rented the tan yard of Mr. Means two yeare before ho was 
J married to his daughter. Mr. Means died in 1823, a year mem- 

orable in Cund»erlanil Valley as one in which a malignant fever 
prevailed that carried off large numliers of her citizens. The 
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tannery with a tract of land on the turnpike AVest of Shippeiis- 

burg, and anotlier tnict in what it* known as tlie **Pines'' near 

I Shippenshurg, became tlie property of my fatlier and mother. 

I All thiji property wa^ s^dd by myself an<l sister after we attain- 

i ed our majority. Daniel Xevin Pomeroy liad two chil«h*en, 

John Means Pomerov anil Elizailieth Nevin Ponieroy. While 
thus ix)sses*iing througli liis wife a tannery and a house in a poml 
■ location, with well st<x;ked tanvard which lie was successfully 

i conducting, as well as the farming and timber lands of excellent 

; quality near his residence he was comfortably lixed, and every- 

thing so far as outward appearanc^es were concerned bet4)kened 
for him a successful career. But "nuin proposes and Cto<1 dis- 
poses," and in this case a hardy robust man, who never ha«l any 
serious sickness was cut off suddenly after an illness of only 
about twentv-f«»ur Iidui's. He was out at his woodlands at the 
"Pines" and when he came home it was noticed that a small 
punple on his fa<-e looked red and angry, whi<*h soon developing 
into a carbuncle with erysipelas tendencies put an end to his 
existence. He was a nieud>er of the Pi'esl)vterian Church in 
Shippensburg, was very highly esteemed in that comnumity and 
was a genial upright gentleman, with excellent social qualities 
and fond of the company of his friends. As he die<l when the 
writer of these sketches Avas only four years ohl my i)t^rsonal 
recollections of him are very dim and indistinct. I can, however, 
remember some incidents in connection with him, and remember 
distinctly, his death and funeral. Ilis weight is saiil not to have 
exceeiled one hundred and sixty pounds, but if ho lia<l lived 
longer he would doubtless have lK5en larger after tlie fashion of 
the family. 

Ilis sister ilary and brother Joseph have often toM me that 
when he was young he was passionately fond of iishiug, and 
that when they lived on Ilerron^s Branch he would very often 
after a hard day's work in the harvest field go to the creek at 
night to fish. His favorite way of fishing was with the gig, 
and this required him to have some assistance in c^in^ing the 
light, which was made out of pine wood cut into splinters. 
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His brother Thomas, wlio was the largest and sti'ongest of his 
younger hrothei-s, generally perfonneil this service for him, 
hut sometimes he <lemurre<l, as he thonglit there was too much 
of it, and besides he said Nevin did ^dl the giging while he had 
to cariT the liirht. 

Jane Means, Ins wife and my mother, was bora Nov. 7th, 1804, 
and was married January 15th, 1822, when 17 years and 3 
months old. ller father, Jolm Means, was one of the most 
estimable of men, a nding ehler in the chnifh at Shippensburg, 
i and as an old citizen recentlv told me, "he lived in that com- 

mimity a life of peare, upriglitness and great usefulness, and 
when he died he was irreatly lamented bv all the old as well 
as the vounff." Her motlier was Mari' Patterson, a sister of 
John Pattei*son, known as"Men'hant Jolm,'* of Juniata county, 
who died in 18*36. As he was tlie grandfather of my wife, it 
follows that mv mother and mv wife's mother were first 
cousins. She died in 18:26, and it is a singular coincidence 
that while her husband lived 60 vesire, 9 months and 12 davs, 
she lived 60 ycai*s, 9 months and 11 days. 

My mother died on the Ist of Mairh, 1830, at the early age 
of twentv-live. This was three veai-s after the death of my 
father, and when I had reached the aire of seven vears. Ic^in 
remember her, not "with sulticient tlistinctness to describe her, 
but I am told that she was rather more than of medium 
height, mither slender and quite good looking. She discharged 
all the duties of life faithfully, and passed early to her i-eward. 

My father and mother were first burie<l in the yard attached 
to the old white Presbyterian church in Shippensburg, but 
about the year 1860 their ivmains were removed to Spring 
Hill Cemeterj', at that place. 

Daniel NeNnn Pomerciy was called Nevin Pomeroy, the 
Daniel, except when his nsmie was written, always having been 
omitted. 

John Means Pomeroy, the only son of Daniel NeWn Pome- 
roy, was bora in Shippensburg, April Ist, 1823. Soon jifter 
the death of his father, his mother being in delicate health, he 
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was placed in eh-irge of liis uncle Joseph at Cjiieor I, an 1 ho 
divided liis time hetween hiui and liiH mother, until her (k»atli 
in 1830, after which lie was at Concord all the time. When 
about twelve yeau*s of ai^e he went into liis nucleus store, jind 
with some short intervals was eni^aged in mercantile pur- 
Bnits until his purchase of the FruMla Repository in Au«jcust, 
1874. So far Jis educntion is comrenie<l, ho niav Iw calletl a 
self made man, as the onlv traininir he ever had Wiis in the 
conmion school at Concord, and a tenn of six months in an 
Academv at Cliaml>ershur4r. 

In October, 1845, he was elected on the Whig ticket a mem- 
ber of the lA»gislature from Franklin county, and was re-<4ect- 
. ed the following year. When residing in Philadelidiia in IS.")!), 
he was elected a member of the Common Council, but declined 
a re-nomination and accepte<l instead an election Jis delegate 
to the Ilepublican National Convention of 1860, where he 
I 8upporte<l the nomination of Abraham Lim^oln. During tlie 

war he was for two years a Paymaster in the Unite<l States 
Armv. 

On December 9th, 1846, he was married to Rebeccti C. Kelly 
of Juniata county, Penn'a. Her father. Col. William C, Kelly, 
was a well known citizen of that county of much personal pop- 
ularity, and unusujdly attnictive in his personal appearance. 
He died in 1S29, before the birth of his daughter Kel>occa. — 
His wife was Sallie Patterson, of Tuscaroni Valley oldest dangli- 
ter of Jolm Patterson, merchant, who died al>out 1834. She 
has often lieen described as a most estima]>le and very superior 
woman. Four of their children lived to the vears of maturitv. 
John P. Kelly, the oldest, lives on his farm in Deale township, 
Juniata countv. James Lvon Kellv studied medicine, and was 
practicing at Patterson, Juniata county, when he died at the 
ago of about thirty years. Isabella Jane was married to J. 
Nevin Pomeroy, Deceml>er 24th, 1867, and resides in the man- 
sion house of her gnmdfather inBeale township, Juniata county. 
Rebecca, the youngest, is the wife of John M. Pomeroy jis l>e- 
f ore stated. 
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John M. unl Roh jc::j i G, P ) n irjr h ivo \^2^xi blea^stl with 
six children, four of whom die 1 in childUoo I, the sarvivors be- 
ing John H. and Ali»L»rt Xevin. Tlitj rL\!>ri of D.iniel Nevin 
Pomeroy «n»1 liis children, an 1 irr.in lc]iiMn»n, !■* a;^ follow.-^: 

Daniel Nevin Ponierov, horn Fehrnarv 7th, 1796. 

Jane Means Pomeroy, born November 7tli, 1804. 

Daniel Nevin Pomeroy and Jane Means married January 
15th 1822- 

John Means Pomeroy, born April 1st, 1823. 

Elizabeth Nevin Pomorov, born Julv 14th, 1825^ 

Daniel Nevin Pomeroy died February 8th, 1827. 

Jane Means Ponierov died March 1st, 1830. 

John M. Poinerov and Rebecca C. Kelly married December. 
9th, 184tt. Their children were Ijorn its follows : 

Daniel Nevin, Marcli 2:3d 184S. 

Ellen Jane, October 4tli, lvS50. 

Williatn Kelly, June 13th, 1854, 

John Heck, Decendier 17th, 1850. 

Albert Nevin, May 27th, 1859. 

Sallie Bell, July 17th, 1802. 

DEATHS. 

Daniel Nevin, March Gth, 1853, aged nearly 5 years. 

Ellen Jane, March 9th, 1853, aj^ed about 2 years 5 months. 

William Kellv, Jidv 23d, ^^kVI. ai^ed over 8 years. 

Sallie Bell, Julv 15th, 1871, aj'ed 9 vears. 

At the present time (July, 1879), Jolm H. and A. Nevin are 
engaged with their father in publishing the Jtranklhi Jiejws!' 
tan/j Chambersburg, Pa. 

Elizabeth Nevin Pomeroy, the only daughter of Daniel N. 
Pomeroy, after the death of her parents was placed in the care 
of her aunt Man*, bv whom she was reare<l. After tlie death 
of her aunt in 1857, she made her home in the family of her 
nnele Thonuis, giving a large portion of her time to her brother's 
family, and this an'angement continues to the present time. At 
the age of about fifteen years, signs of deafness began to de- 
velop, whidi gradually grew worse until she became quite hard 
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of Iiefiirino^. Tli/s is a fainilr iiiij*fortune whi<-h lias come front 
our »nc*«8tore, T\\e <^reat nuijoritr eswipe it, hut i»ome one ire 
nenrlr every fafnilv i)» tiwis attlicted. 



Marv Pomeror, flie only danirliter of John and Elizsihetlp 
Poineroy, wna born in Lni^an townrfiip, Oftoher 2'i(l, 1798, 
and died at Iloxlmrr, same township, Julr 23d, 185 7, ajred OiS 
year* and montlw. Never hnvinc; married, j*hc lived with lier 
mother nntil her deatli in 1820, when she went toKoxhnry and 
kept lum.se for her hrotlier Thomas nntil his marringe, after 
which, for several jears^, she spent her time mainly with her 
• hrotlieiii in It^ixhurv and Con«!onl, nntil ahont tlic vear 1831> 
when she opened hont^e herself in lioxhnry, and so «'ontinned 
nntil her death. She had charire of mv sister after the deatli of 
onr parentis, and in i83f», npon the death of Julia Pomeroy, 
f^(f^ wife of John X. Pomeroy, slie took charge of hisHiildi'cu Wil- 
'^ lium F. and Jidisi A.Pomeroyju All these children she raised 

with a motherly cjire and tenderness, which did intinitc credit 
to her head and heart; and the bnrvivors of them have 
reason to he thankful tonlay that in their orphanai^ tliey 
had a friend who wa» able and williair, and withal so well qual- 
ified to fill a mother's place. They owe her memory a histinjr 
debt of gi-atitnde. Slie was a woman of ardent temperament, of 
gi*eat finnness an<I determination in whatever she 1 relieved to be 
right, and devotedly attached to hevrehitives and friends. She 
waft a nicnd»er of the MiiUlle Spring Chnrch nearly all her life 
time, and was active in all goud works, and ^ he took fur many 
years an active interest in sustiiiiiing a Sabbath School at Hox* 
bniy. She was not only a woman of decided convictions, but 
of strong common sense. Her death was very sudden. She 
had been snflFering for several <Ia3's with a sore leg, but was not 
supposed to be in any dangerous condition. Hetiring to bed, 
and walking up stau-s as usual with her two nieires, Elizabeth 
and Julia, who with herself constituted her family, shehiv di>wn 
on the bed, at midnight cndled to Julisi, and immediately expir- 
ed, apparently meeting a painless death. 
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Tlwnnas Pomvrov, the third ineniU^r of this familv, and 
l)earing tlie faniilj iiaino^ wtus l>oni near Ri)xhurv ou the 11th 
dav of Julv, ISOi, and (UimI at Rovlmrc on the 13th day of 
Januarv, 187L a":e<l iiearlv TOvt^ar?^ 

He was raiscMl with his father on the farm and received, like 
the older <^hihh-en, <*idv a limited <'ominon Hehool education* 
Keferenee is made to the fact, in the sketch of his older hrother, 
that they cultivated the farm after their father's death, and 
thus aided hirgely in the support of tlie familv. At an early 
^ige he went to liis un<le William Keynohls, Es<(., to learn the 
trade of a tanner, and after servini? tJio usual term of a2>pren* 
tieeship, he emharked in that business on ids own account in 
Roxbury, on the property where he lived for nearly half a cen- 
tury, aiul where lie died. This "^taimery wa« the gift of his 
gi'andunde, Jolm Williamson, of Charh»ston, S, C, a bachelor 
of large wealth, who left him at his death some ^5,000, in ad- 
dition, and left nearly' all the di's<i»ndants of his sister, Mrs. 
Daniel Nevin, c<»nsiderabie sums of m«)ney, lie l)oing probably 
the wealthiest man cair family has yet prochu-cd. Thomai=t Pom» 
eroy after pursuing the tanin'ng business for several years suc^ 
cefesfuUv, lx><'an to turn his attenti(»nalsoto merchandiximj:, and 
lumlwring from extensive tracts of woodland which he had 
purchased in the Nia-tli Mountain, and invested part of his gains 
in fanns near Roxl)ur\', which he judiciously purchase<lat very 
low prices, and Avhich, at his death, had very largely enhanced 
in value. Of popular manners, of unbending integrity, of con- 
siderable ener<!:v of character, and anlentlv attached to the for- 
times of the Whig party, he I )ecame prominent in their counsels, 
and was in 1844 elected to the otticte of County Coimnissioner, 
the duties of which responsible position he discharged for three 
years with zeal and tidelity, and in siudi a manner, as to increase 
his popularity, and bring him into wider notice and influence. 
In 1851 he was elected Associate Judi?e of Franklin countv, 
which place he occupied with eqmd iidelity and satisfaction for 
live years. Thomas Pomeroy was about 5 feet 10 inches high 
and inclined to corpulency. lie was a man of iron frame, and 
never suffered from sickness or ill health. A few days before 
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his deatli lie coniplainocl of ]»oiii<^ unwell, Imt was attenJing Xo 
out of door hiisiines.s the da v l>cfore liis deafh. About aix o'clock 
in the niomiiiijj while ?ittin«i^ in his ann diair ncarhi^ bedside, 
he suddenly expired witliont jirivin^r any premonition of the sad 
event to his frien<ls, none of wlunn w'ere with him except his wife* 

His ehildren who survived him are Marv Jane, married to 
S. D. llerrun; Ji»hn Jay, Stephen \Vils<»n, Alexander Wilson 
and WillLim C. Thos^e who pi-eceded him to another, and we 
trust a better, world, were Elizjd»eth Nevin, Thomas, Andrew 
and Anna Elizabeth. 

It is proper to say that Thomas I'omeroy, instead of crourtinjr 
politieal disthiction, rather shrank from it. I was in the Con- 
vention of 1844 as a delegate wlien lie was nonnnate<l for Com- 
missioner, having just then attained my 21st year, and I was 
also present as a spectator in the Convention of IS;*)!, when he 
i Was nominate<l for Ju<li;e, and in neither instance did he make 

the sHijhtest effort to secure the nomination. Thev were en- 
tirely unsolicited, although the nominations at the time were con- 
sidered efjuivalent to an election. lie left an estate value<l at 
some foiirv or lif tv thousand dollars. 

This brief sketch of the life of Thomas Pomeroy, who was 
a member of the fourth jj^eneration in Lurgan toM-nship, each 
preceding one having a Thomas, might be extended, but I tind 
several points in his career so well put in an editorial of the 
FranJclin liepof^Hory^ January 25th, 1871, that I will adopt it 
in addition to what I have written : 

OBITUAKY. 

"We announced last week the death of Judi^e Tliomas Pom- 
eroy, of Roxbury, the news of which reached \is just as we 
were about putting the Repository to press. We present this 
week some further details of his life and the particulars of his 
death. 

Judge Pomeroy was bom in Lurgan township, near Roxbury, 
in 1801. At an early age ho removed to Roxbuiy and com- 
menced the busuiess of Umning, at which he spent many years 
of his early manhood. At a later period, he also engaged in 
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mercantile pursuits, in which he continued to engage until his 
iM>ns were old enoui^h to relieve him from tlie cures of the 
store, when he reliiuiuished hnsiiiess in their favor. lie then 
devoted all liis time to the manai'ement of his several fanr.s 
and the superintendence of a steum saw mill, which he erected 
in Roxhurv about two vears airo, and in the manaixement of 
which he continuccl until his death. lie was of an active dis- 
position and industrious temperament, and thoroughly nnm- 
aged his large and varied husiness, giving to eveiy part of it 

i his constant personal supervision. 

In 1S50, when tlie judiciary was made elective by the peo- 
ple, he was elected one of the A >sociatc Judges of the District. 

i He was also cliosen County Coimnissioner and served with an 

\ honest and intellii^ent zeal which was (characteristic of the man. 

! Although frequently solii'ited hy his friends to permit his name 

to be used for various positions of trust within the gift of the 
people, he invariably declined, as his tastes incHned him to the 
less conspicuous though more congenial duties of domestic life. 
The honors of the politician liad few charms for him, and these 
insutlicient to with(h*aw him from the chosen path of his agri- 

j cultural pui"suit6. 

j Judge Pomeroy entertained very decided political opinions, 

j" and was an unwavering supporter of the Kepublican party and 

its principles. Yet he was tolenmt of political dlflFerence and 
charitable in his judgment of those who believed and acted 
differently from himself. As a neighbor and a frieiul, he was 
the kindest of men ; and his goodness of heart towards those 
whose circumstances appealed to his generosity, ,is proverbial 
in tlie comnumity in which he liveil the allotted three score 
yeara and ten. No one can specify one single instance of 
severity in the treatment of the hu'gq immber of those whom 
he befriendeil, and hirge pecuniary losses have doubtless been 
the result of his indulgence to tliose who were under obliga- 
tions to 1dm. 

Judge Pomeroy was a gentleman of fine presence, and of ex- 
ceedingly courteous and pleasing maimers, and readily accessible 
to all who chose to appi'eeiate him; yet, withal, possessed of a 
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quiet native dignity, which always (•(^miuanded respect, and re- 
pelled rudeness. 

His healtli was robust until within a comparatively recent 
date, when syniptoins of lieart disease hci;au to present thciii- 
selves, althouich thev did not withthMW him from his usual husv 
daily pursuits. He dieil a sudden and painless deatli, while 
seated in his arm(»hair, on Friday morning, January ll>t:h, at 
ahout 6 o'clock. 

His remains were huried at Middle Spring on tlie following 
Sunday, and notwitlistan<ling the incle:iiency of the weather, 
1 were followed to the in'ave hv alarure nuaiher of his friends and 

neiffhboi*s, manv of whom (tame from consideralde distance to 
engage in this saul duty to our honored and cherished friend.'' 

Thomas Pomerov was married to Marv Ann Wilson, seco«wl 
daughter of Col. Stephen Wilson who rcsiik^l near Roxhury, 
a very prominent citizen who represented Franklin county in 
tlie Legishiture three years. She survives her hnslmnd, and we 
can only say of her living, as we would say of herif dead, tliat 
she is a most estimable, amialile and accomplished christian 
womfm, of whom her children have just reason to be proud, and 
to pray tliat her life may be spared to them and her friends for 
many years. 

The mother of Col. Stephen Wilson was a Porter, an aunt 
of David R. Porter, who was twice electe<l Governor of Penn- 
sylvania. The late Gen. Porter WiUon, of Huntingdon, a full 
cousin of Mrs. Pomerov, carried thi?i part of the ancestral name. 
Col. Stephen Wilson was married to Mary Culbertson, daugh- 
ter of Alexander Culberts«>n, who lived near Pleasant Hall, on 
the farm owned by the heirs of the hite Solomon Cramer. She 
had six brothers all of whom made their liome in or near Zanes- 
ville, Ohio. They were named Sanuiel, Alexander, William, 
James, Robert and John. She had two sistei-s, Elizabeth who 
was man'icd to Jacob Cassel of Upper Strasburg, and Margaret 
who was nuirried to Hon. William Maday of Fannettsburg, 
Penn^a. Mr. Maday was a mend>er of tlie Legislature, Asso- 
ciate Judge and Mend)er of Congress from Franklin county. 

The father of Col. Stephen Wilson, was Andrew Wilson, of 
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Scotch-TrisU clcsceiit, who r.xwwG from Bucks county, Penn'a, to 
J^etterkeniiy towusliip. 

The other cliUdren of Stephen and Mary Wilson were : Alex- 
ander, Elixubetli married to Davidson Ilerron, Sarah married to 
liev. T. M, Sparks, Marijaret married to William Ilerron, An- 
drew died unmarried, Caroline, married Ilemy Cane, Stephen 
Porter, dieil in infancy. 

It is not the purpose of tlie author of this work to give any 
extende<i sketch of any of the representatives of the generation 
of which he is himself a member. The great ohjettt was to 
g^ither up what was yet available in tlie history of tliose who 
precc<led us, and put it in ])ermanent shape, so that those who will 
follow us can continue the narrative, and thus have a connected 
history of the family back at least to the sixteenth century. The 
book is intended only for the eves of the members of the fani- 
ily now living, and their des<*endants. To our successors we can 
leave the work of doing justice to the memory of those now 
living, and they can till up the sketches, the mere outlines of 
which are here given, and also bring up the history to a later 
period. 

John Jay Pomeroy, the oldest son of Tliomas Pomeroy, re- 
mained with his father in Koxbur}' imtil the spring of 1849, 
when he entcrc<l Tuscarora Academy, Juniata county, Penn'a, 
where he remained some time, and subsequently for some time 
was a clerk in stores at Academia and Port Roval. In 1852, 
at his own urgent request, he returned to Tuscarora Academy, 
and renewed his studies with a view of entering College. Unit- 
ed with Middle Spring Church, April 20th* 1853. Entered 
Sophomore Chiss of Lafayette College, at Easton, Penn'a, in 
fall of 1854. Graduated July, 1857, Spent most of the year 
after leaving College teaching a private school near Rodney, 
Jefferson county, Mississippi. Entered Princeton Theological 
Seminary September, 1858. Graduated April, 1861. Was 
licensed to preach by the Carlisle Presbytery, April 10th, 1861, 
in Pine Street Church, llarrisburg, Penn'a. Ordained by the 
Presbytery of Lewes, in the Presbyterian Church, Dover, Del., 
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November 2Stli, ISOl. Was stated supply of Dover, Daluware 
Presbyterian. Church from June 1st, 18r>l, to November 28th, 
1861, and pastor of this elnu'ch from Novemlwr 28th, 1861, 
to October, 1862. 

Was Chaplain of tlie 32d roiriment Pennsylvania Volunteers, 
known as tlie 3d Ri^i^iinent Pennsvlvania Keserves, from Octo- 
ber 12th, 1862, to June 17tli. 1864, when tlie term of the rei^- 
iment expired. Was Cliaplain of the 198th Reiriment Penn- 
Bjlvania Volunteers fi-om September 15tli, 1864, to June 3d, 
1865, close of tlie war. (Sve testimonial of offii-ers of the 3d 
regiment Pennsvlvania Ilesc»rves, and also acknowledgement of 
watch). Chaplain of the Military onler of the Loyal Legion of 
the Unite I States, in Phihidelphia, from 1866 to 1877. Elect- 
ed pastor of the Upper Octonira Presbyterian Church, in Ches- 
ter county, Pa,. Auj^ust 29th, 1865, installed November 14th, 
1865, dissolveil Februai-y 9th, 1875. Elected pastor of the 
First Presbyterian chm-ch, Rahway, N. J., January 5th, 1875, 
installed April 29th, 1875. Commissioner to the Genend As- 
sembly of the Presbyterian church in 1870 at Phihidelphia, in 
1873 at Baltimore, IMd., in 1879 at Saratoga Sprinirs, N. Y. 
Delegate to the Presbyterian Convention in the iutei^est of 
Church Union, meeting in Dr. "Wylie's church, Phihidelphia, 
November 6th, 1SC9. Delegate to the Evangelical AlHance in 
New York, October 2-12, 1873. Married January 28th, 1869, 
to Mary II. Moore, eldest daughter of Hon. Robert Moore of 
Danville, Pa. The ^loore familv were Presbvterians of Scotch- 
Irish descent. The familv at an earlv dav located near the 
north branch of the Susquehanna in the vicinity of Danville, 
Montour countv. Marv H. Pomerov's i^randfather was a man 
of intelligence and influence in his day. Well versed in scrip- 
ture knowledge, a citizen inspu-ing the confidence of his neigh- 
bors, lie represente<l his district in the State Senate. Judge 
Robert Moore, Jr., the father of Mrs. Pomeroy, received this 
title in being elected to the office of Associate Judge of Mon- 
tour county. Mrs. Pomcroy*s mothers maiden name was P. 
Ellen Qirton. The family came to the north branch from New 
Jersey. 
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CHILDREN OF JOHMT JAY AND MASY H. POMBROY. 

"Robert Mo«»re Pomeroy; luirii April 20, 1870, at Upper 
Oetomrji pnrstmaire ; (le<-euse(l Sept. 5, 1870, at Danrillc, Pa. 

Aunn Eliznheth Pomeroy; horn Aug. 16, 1871, at Upper 
Oetorara paisi>aa«rc 

Thomas Wilson Poineroy; born Feb. 4, 1873, at Upper 
Oetorara pan»ima(re. 

Eilwin Moore Pouieroy; born Nov, 29, 1875, at Rahway, 
N.J. 

Sarjih Loui-^a Poineroy ; born Nov. 12, 1878, at Rabway, 
N. J. 



COPY oy TESTIMONIAL TO JOHN JAY POMEROY, AS CHAPLAIN, PROM 
THB OFFICERS OF 3d REGIMENT, P. R« V. C. 

Headquartei'tf 3<1 Xloiriinent P. R. V. (1, ) 
Near Lewisburg, Va., May 29th, 1864. > 

The umlersij'uecl offirers of the 3(1 Be^nnient Penn^a Reserves 
would hereby tt**itify their deep seiiise of gratitude for and ap- 
preciation of tlie sei-vicefi of Rev. John J. Poineroy, who for 
iipwardiei of eighteen mouths Inw been connected with the Reg* 
inient as its Chapbiin. 

In offerins? this slijrht testimonial, thev wisli to l)e wndci*8tood 
as not uttering "mere words of course," but are prompted by a 
desire to convey a heai-tfelt expression of regard for one who, 
ever zealous and active, nej^lected no dutv, but on the other 
I hand allowed a christian spirit to prompt him to many acts of 

ehai'ity aiui benevolence beyond tlie sphere of his reijuirements. 
Upon the iield of battle he was always present, assisting the 
medical officers and taskinsr his stremirtli to the utmost in efforts 
to alleviate. the sufferings of the wounded. 

Among the men of our command we are satisfied there ex- 
ists a grateful reverence for bis inestimable qualities as a 
christian and a true gcntlenum. And it is with an echo of 
the same feeling in our own breasts that we now part with liim 
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at the expinifion of orrr term of sorvicey luippy If lie vrill allow 
R8 ti> i*eg$iril liiiu H« onr inntiial frieiuL 

H, G. SiiUl, CuL Zi\ Regt P E. V. C% 
Coiiunuudiiig od Briy:., M Div^ DfpL W. Va, 

H. S, Jom-Sy Lient. anct Ad jt, 3<T Pa, Res, 
Acting Asst. Adjt. Gen'U^d Brig,,:^d Di^.,Inf r, I^ W. Viu 

Kub't Jolin^m, Captain Co. E^ 

Commtindin&j; 3iT Rcir't Pa. Rcfter^'es* 

Edwin A. GIem», lieiit. niut A»;tV A<1Jt. 

3d Ecjt't P. R. V. C. 



4^ tf M. 






cToIiTi Stanton, CapL Ci>r G, ** 

Warreu Aloore, *^ « B, ** ** *t 44 

W. W. Sntten, •* •♦ c, ** ♦* u ic 

John II, Cw^tUcrs, 1st Lient. Co. C, " ** *^ 

J.Jones, 2d •***«* «* ^ 

Wm. M'Cartr, 2<I ** ** II., ** ** ^ 

S. J. Lsi Rne, Captain ** I^ '^ •* **- 

Jnek^on llutehins/)n, 2d Lieut. *****<■ ** ««• 
Albert P, Moirltott, Captain '^ F 

Henrj- S. ftloultou, 1st Lieut. " *^ ^ «* 4*. 

A, N. Seitsin^rer, 1st *^ '^^ A^ *' •^ ''^ 

Daniel Setley, 2<} *•«.«. «4 «4 <t 

Andrew J , Stelgon, Captain " D., *^ ** **- 

Albert Bn»ner, 1st liewt. «••*«■ ** ^ 

Geo. B. DaTis, 3^ u a u 44 u 4*. 

Tlio«.ll.Bfanifon^lst **• *^ E^ ** " *^ 

Tlio«.C.Sparkmaii, l*t " '^ X., *^ •^ *^ 

John M. James 2<J <4 44 « u 44 44 

Hainuel Beatty, 1st ** ** L, *^ *^ **' 
William P. Smith, Serj^eant Major, 



44 44 



At the close of the war, after the 198tk Penn'a Re<^ment 
had returned to Camp Cadwahider, at Phihidelphia^ Pa., a 
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lnn'ls(».ne goM vrntch was givou to John J, Porneroy, \riththi$ 
iuseriptjou: 

Preaentted to the 

Bkv. John J, Pomeboy, 

Clmpliiiu of the 198tk Kcgt. P. V., 

Hd H token of esteem, l>y the 

Nou-C«inini6:«ioncd Officers ami Privates 

of die Kcgiiiieat. 
Marcli, 18^o. 

The following acknowledgment was made hy the Chaplain 
in The Press: — 

To THE NoN-0>MMISSIONKl) OFFICERS AND PeIVATF^ OF THE 

198th Kkoimknt, Pknnsylvania Volintkebs — Soldiers: One 
of your nnml>cr lias just phiced in my hand, juj a token of your 
esteem f(»r me, an exquisitely wrought gohl watch, witli gohl 
chain anil maltose t-ross attached, manufacture<l to your order 
by Messrs. Gill ifc Grisslie, of this cit}', at a cost of §»^50, 

During my connec;tit>u with you as Chaplain of the lOSth, I 
am proud to say tliat in no one instjuice luw any of your num- 
ber done or said aught to intentionally woun<l my feelings or 
cast reproach upon the sacred cause I represent. On the con* 
trary, in my lahors among j'ou in tlie camp, on the march, on 
the battle licld, in the hospitals to whicli many of you have 
been cnrricd, prostrated by wounds and disease, I have felt 
myself more than repaid for all my toil by tlie many express- 
ions of gratitu<lc tliat came from .your generous hearts. I luul 
no right to expect a nuiterial declaration of your regard for 
me. Because your offering has come to me fix^ely, spontanea 
ously, I shall esteem it the more. I shall constantly luive as 
my companion the evidence of your gratitude, liherality and 
good taste. This parting gift is peculiarly sacred to me from 
the fact tluit many of your comrades who contributed of their 
means to procure it bave sealed their devotion to our common 
cause witli their hearts^ blood. It is a testimonial coming to 
me from the living and the dead. As such^ soldiers^ I receive 






tt Htstorff of the Pomercy Fam'Jif^ 

it, ami with an lK>ncst pride I disill e;irry it with nw* thn/figfi 

all the «lar» of my life. 

Witli thaiikrt Io(t4mI that He itillecT me to preach tlie gospel 

to the genermw aiwl hrave rlefemlersj of our govermiieiit, an<l 

with many atic[ rroiifiniiaih^ pniycre tor yoiir tetuponti aiut 

ipiritnal welfare, 1 \vx\ yonr» tni!}*, 

J, J. POMEROY, 

Chaplain 198tli Rciciment P. V. 

PliilaJelphia, No. 819 Arrli St., June 10, ISr^o. 



Marj Jane, the eltlei^t child <tf TiMmiafl smd Micry Ann 
Poraeroy, >*honld pmperly Jiare appeared at the head of tlie 
family of w]iii:h ^he is the olilest member, hut iier family 
record wait not at hand in time, an<] an the printers wante<I 
**copy" we had to proceed witli t)ic matcruil araihihle at the 
time. While thu^ family i^ not given in the onler of their 
birth, their re»peetive po^itiont^ tran l)e at^eertained in the fami- 
ly record. 

Mary Jane,a» all tlic family were, was l>om and rai8e<l at 
Soxbnr; . She reeci ved a lil>cral eihication at tlie Seminary 
of tlie Misses Finnco, in Cluimbershurg, Penniu In ISOO 
Bhe wa» married to her contain, S. Davi^Ison Ilernm, of Rtts- 
bnrg, Penn^i, where *hc has ever sint^e resi<le<l. Mr. Herrori 
ha^boen eiignge<) all his life in the hankin^r hnsinet^, and hat>. 
long been cashier of the Fourth National Bank, Pittsl)urg, Pa. 

S. D. Herron and Mary Jane Pomeroy were married at 
Roxbnry, August lOth, 1860, by the Rev. L^iac N. Hays. 

Their children were bom ai^ follows: 

Thomas Pomeroy llerron bom Jnne 12th, 1861. 

Charles bom Jannary 29th, 1S(>8. 

Andrew Wilson born June tUli, 18()5. 

Llizabeth Wilson l>om March 10th, 1867. 

A Bon, dead bora, Nov. 14th, 18^9. 

Anna Mary bom July 23th, 1871. 

Cornelia Davidson bom Jannary 8th, 1873, 

DEATHS. 

Anna Marf Herron died January 13th, 1872. 
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Thoinna Poinerov, tlie thir;l son of Tlioinas and Marv A. 
Poaieroy, pnsssed his whole life in Boxhury, with the exception 
of a short tinie when he was al^sent at 6<;hooL 

Hid brother, John J., writes of him: 

^4n regard to brother Thomas, his life w*a8 in tiiequier, (Mjace- 
f nl channel of rommeix rial life. I le had so<*ial qualities to make 
him a snrressful business num. lie had a strong desire to reap 
the lienetits of special studies in the <lep»irtmentsof couunercial 
life. In order that he might have an opportunity to do so, I 
took his place iu the store in Roxluirv after the close of mv first 
year at Princeton Seminary, the summer of 1859. He spent 
the most of tlie suuuuer at Duffs Conmiercial College, Pittsburg. 
With his psist experienire in commercial life, he was prepare<l 
to derive Iieneiit from the course through which he passed at DufPs 
College. When he returned to his place agsun, and took charge 
of the store in Il4)xbury, he w:m well equipped to go on success^ 
fully in the business to which he had devoted himself. He was 
fond of reading, was popidar in his manners, had good judg- 
ment, dispatched business with correctness, ease and rapidity. 
His two elder brother being away from home, his position 
was one of responsibility. He met the duties that were laid 
upon him with right spirit and successfully. When death sud- 
denly took him from us, January 5th, 186li, he was we believe 
•■prepared for the call." 



We are indebted to Rev. John J. Pomeroy for the foUov/ing 
sketch of 

LIEUTENANT ANDREW A. POMEROT. 

He received his education at the school in his native village^ 
Boxbury, and at the Academy at Fayettoville. He was a 
youth of active mind and keen moral perceptions. He acquired 
rapidly in all his mental efforts, and from his boyhood days 
had positive convictions on questions ^of religion, morals and 
civil government. 

Before the commencement of the war there was one ques- 
tion distinctly settleil in his xnind, viz : That luunan slavery as 
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it existeil in the United States, was an ini<]iiit<>iis institution — 
an outrageous :«in ai^ainst Go<l and man. lie wat^ 6o pn»- 
nounced in tliis view, this heart eonvi(^tion, that ti;ne-serviiiir 
politiidans t^poke scornfully of him as a "yoniii; AlM>litioui>t.*' 
There was another question that he rei;arde<l as of first impor- 
tance^ that was still unsettleil in his mind, when the <lark 
cloud of war with its arsenal of de>trnctirn hiirst upon urn- 
land, aind compelled him with other ycmn*; men to think of his 
personal duty, when there was a call nnule for men to enlist 
in the cause that would sustain oiu* National (ioverninent, viz: 
The duty that lie owe<l to his Go<l as the Author and Protector 
of his life. In tliis lie knew his <lutv hut was conscious of the 
fact that he ha<l not voluntarilv and heartilv iciven his heart to 
the Lord. lie tohl me with his own lips that he had fn)m ne- 
cessity hesitated to enlist in the cause of liis comitry until he 
had in good faith, sinceixdy and wholly hecouie a soldier of the 
Lonl Jesus Christ. The choice of the one thing needful, un- 
der divine grace, was deliherately, conscientiously and intelli- 
gently reached. 

There were stronjj reasons whv he shotdd remain at home to 
fill the place nuule vacant hy the death of liis lu-other Tliomas, 
who died January 5th, ISfJS. lie however felt that the <:all to 
serve his (rountry was imperative, and now that he had nuule 
his peace witli God and had the discernment to see that with 
tlie sufitainini: of tlie <xoveniment the institution of slaverv 
must perish, he was carried into the army on the <leop and 
strong current of personal conviction of right an<l duty. 

August 4th, 1802, in Chand)ersl)urg, Andrew enlisted in 
military service. August 9th, 1S02, in Ilarrishurg, he was 
mustered into the United States service in Company II, 12(>th 
Begiment Penn'a Volunteers, for nine months. The 12Cth 
was immediately sent to the front to share in the perils of the 
battle of Antietam, fought Sept. 10th and 17th. Ahout the 
middle of Gctoher, when the Armv of the Potomac was en- 
camped at ShjuY?>hnrg, Aiulrew was prostrate<l hy camp fever, 
a remitting fever of a typhus character. The regimental hos- 
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pital \v«« more tlinii full with sick coinrftdeft. In the narrow 
quarters of sin A tent brother Stephen and I nursed him day 
and night for aluait two weeks, using the meager eomforts that 
could be seein*ed in camp. Sometimes we were bnoye<l with 
the hope thiit he w:is I'luch bett'^r; 'gMin, the r!<ging feve»*, th<* 
stiff coated tongue, tlie languid eye, le<l us to fear that his days 
on earth wei*e about nu ml )ere<l. 

We felt that tlie only h<»pe for Andrews recovery was in hav- 
ing him removed to his Uoxbury home which eould be reached 
in two davs from Sharpsliurt' bv andudaiute. We wrote home 
for covere<l spring wagrm, with bedding to be sent inmie<liately. 
As soon as the letter rea<rhe<l Iiome the horees were put to tlie 
wajjon without (kdav. Sanmel Sentman was the driver, and 
mother with her yearning sympathizing heart for her sick boy, 
notwithstanding her physicjd weakness, with her hands almost 
paralyzed, <letermined to a<*company tlie wagon in its mission. 
They came within a short distance of Shar{)sburg the first day 
and early the following moniing drove into camp. I took the 
responsibility of putting our patient in the wagon before the 
applieaticm for si<^k leave had been retunied to regimented head- 
quarters. On the evening of the rhmhuI daj' after leaving camp 
we had him safely quartered inhisoldhomeat Roxbiiry, where 
he was tenderly and safely nursed through the perils of the dis- 
ease that had not yet spent its force. 

He started for the army again in restored health, Febniary 
11th, 1863, riding my horse "Morgan" from Roxbury to Wash- 
ington, D. C. lie joincMl his regiment near Falmouth, Va., and 
was with it in the battle of Chan(jellorsville. In the ailvance 
movement he <lescribes the fonling of the Rapidan April 80th. 
He did as many of his comrades, *^I pulled off all my clothes Imt 
my shirt which I rolled up to my breast and in this condition 
crossed the Rapidan with my whole eqnipments." In the lighting 
of May 3d, in which the 126th was sharply engtiged, Andrew 
was wonnded by a minnie bidl striking the tip of his thumb on 
left hand thence passing through his left arm. The wound was 
painful and disabled him, but was not serious as no lK>nc was 
broken. Stephen at the same time had his haversack cut by a 
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fragment of shell ami peiietnite<l 1)V ix iniuuie luill. Tlie litml 
I tack was broken up by tlie missiles. They drew no bloo<l however. 

; The 126th at the cxpinition of its term of rterviee was invis- 

I tered out in Hurrisburic Muv 22(1, 18t>-i. On the 2-> 1 An hwv 

i with his arm bamlaijred and in a slin«x returned to his home in 

i Roxbury by way of Cliaml)i»rsburg. 

In the dnift that w:is made in the summer of lSi>3, it so 
liappened that Andrew was among those c died out, lie was 
sensitive on die point of returning to the army as a dnifte<l 
man. He paid his connnutation as a drafted man and iunue- 
diately went to work securing volunteers, jin<l with the men he 
secured from Koxburv and Ambers4>n's Vallev entennl the 
198th Regiment Penn^i Volimteers as 1st Lieutenant of Com- 
paiiy I. Ilis (xjnmnssi<m is dated Sej)t. 14th, lSr>4; was nms- 
tered into U. S. service Sept. 16th. The 198th was at once 
sent to the front and took an sictive part in the service along 
the line in fi*ont of Petersburg. 

Before the opening of the Spring campaign of 1865, An- 
dre^r secured leave of al>sence for iifteen davs. On his return 
he came to our old c:uup at Hatcher's Bun, to tind that we 
had moved. The next day he pushe<l forwar<l in drenching 
rain and mnd, waded through streams up to the waist and 
joined his command March 30th. I remember greeting him 
with a very sad heart, for I had lieen busy through the nigh* 
of the 29th, and was still engaged in burying the <lead and 
looking after the wounded of our regiment. In the engage- 
ment of the 29th the 198tli had about 200 wounded and about 
20 killed. 

On the morning of March 31st our brigjide was held in re- 
serve while the 2d and 3d divisions of the 5th coi-ps were put 
in advance in the fonvard move that was now being made in 
earnest. Both these divisicms were driven back bv the rebels. 
They were thrown upon us in the utmost confusion. We tried 
to rally them but tliey broke off to our riglit and left, both of 
which were unprotected. We were thus left without even a 
skii'mish line or picket between us and the rebels, who were 
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following up tlu.s julvnnttige with hot luiste. It was to me as 
an eyewitness a most critic/il moment. Gen'l J. L. Ch-irnher- 
liin, in command of our hrigidc, jnlere^l Mnjor E. A. Glenn, 
who was in eommaml of tlie 108th, to select at once one of liis 
Lest officei-s with a I'iven nu:nher of men, an! to send forward 
this officer in charge of these men as skirmishers, to meet and 
clejir the woods of the enemv. Andrew was the officer select- 
ed for this perilons <lutT. Tlie last I saw of him alire was at 
the head of this crolumn of men, as he p:issel over the hill to 
our left. They wore scxm in the ravine, through which ran 
Gravelly Run. He pushed through the swollen stream with 
liis men, the water taking them to the waist He was followed 
up by our advancing brigade. The rebels retreated jis our 
skinnishers a<lvan<-.ed. When the e<lge of the woods lieyond 
the stream was gnined, it was found that the enemy had pre- 
pared to make a stand bcliind temporary works on the other 
side of the wp})eF ii(dd that intervened. When this was re- 
ported to the commanding officer, Andrew and his skirmishers 
were ordered to join their n^spoctive companies in the brigjide, 
now near to them. Gcn'l Chamberliin's command now was, 
to form the brigade in line, tluit was considerablv broken in 
passing through the run, tlie swamp and woods, and to charge 
across the fields upon the rebels in their fortified position. 
The captain of Co. I being absent Andrew had command of it. 
It was when in the act of commandini' his men to jjro forward 
from this point where he had been tlie foremost officer in the 
Army of the Potomac in a<lvancing upon tlie rebels, that he 
was stnurk by a rifie ball imder the left eye and died instantly 
without a strujxgle. I had knowledijro of this sad event a verv 
few minutes after it occurred, as I was following closely after 
my regiment in its advance. It was the most fearfully trying 
moment of my army experience when I met several of his men 
carrying the lifeless body of Andrew to the rear. As the bat- 
tle was still in progi-ess — the shot and shell from the enemy 
were flying around us — I was impressed with the importance 
of acting promptly in getting theboilyoff the disputed ground. 
I dismounted, and the men at my request placed Andrew's 
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l>ocly, tliat they were earning on n hotivd, on my Iiorse 
''Morgan/' One on eitlier side of the Iioi-se supported the 
j body on the Iniard ; the thinl man LmI the hor»H?, and I, in tears, 

piloted the Wr»y throiitrh swamp and woods to tlie ford. '*Mor- 
gan"' beehied eonM-inub of the harden he was hearing. lie 
took his steps with raution as he went throngh the swampy 
section of the wood, Altliongh the noise, eonfusiou and de- 
stnu'tion of actncd hattle were ahont n*^, my i olde horse, full 
of spirit, eliatinir muler tl.e ex<ritemcnt of the enir«iffement in 
j which ho had taken i)art, Mithout shying in the least, carried 

I the body to Gravelly Run, wliere I had it put in an amhidanee 

and taken to tlie tiehl liuspital we had established on the liDth. 
Thnnigh tlie special reijucst of my friemi Gen'l J. L. Cham- 
berlain who sj)oke of my application to Gens. Gritiin and War- 
ren, I receive<l leave of a^^euce for fifteen da^s for thepurpo^e 
- of Uikins: the remaiiis of mv brother liome for burial. 

What I had done for others it was now necessiirv for me to 
do for the renmins of mv dear brother. I Imd his body em 
balmed at our tiehl hosj/ital on the night of 81st. I left it in 
cliarge of Serg't Sam'l Sentnum, while I hunted up our regi- 
mental wagtnis, in the darkness t>f midnight to get Autlrew's* 
valise. On the nujrning of April 1st, I had the body taken in 
wagon to Humphrey's Station and fi'om thence to City Point 
bv c:irs. Here I had his bloo<l stained elothiuu i*emoved and his 
full dress Buit taken from Ins valise, put on, the coilin nuide, and 
liad it earrie<l on the steam boat "State of ifaine" on the eve- 
ning of the 2d. We started fi)r Washington early on the morn- 
ing of the 3d with 400 wounded men aboard. I reaches! home 
with my precious charge April 5th, and on the following day, fol- 
lowed by n large eon<'uurse of friends and acquaintances, we 1 •i<l 
Rway the mortal remains of our beh>vcd son and brother in the 
family burial ground at Middle Spring. I cannot speak <»f our 
bereavement, the cost of tliissiu'.ritice to our family. I prefer to 
leave others than myself speak of hischristi:in character which 
he took with hhn and sustaine<l througlumt his military life. 
As Chaplain of tlie 108th in which he last served, I ha<i great 
comfort and encouragement in hi^ manly, consLsteut, christian 
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deportment In tiro daily journal lie kei)t tliore is frequently « 
sentence tl'nt showrt the life of rc<*onsccration to liis Savior, and 
in tlmt of November 27tli, 18(U, there is an expression of liis 
desire for the spirltiKil welfare of his regiment. After inakins: 
note of the preaching service of the day lie states, "An inter- 
esting prayer nieethig was held in the (chaplain's tent to-night. 
Oh that tlie work of Christ niny prosper here, especially in onr 
regiment." In the>e so<-ial meetings his voi<'e was heard in 
prayer. Ilti was known in his regiment us an efficient, moral, 
christian officer. The voluntar}' tribute that the company of 
which he was in command most of the time, that of his Captain 
Jnnies P. M'Quade and his comman<ling General, Joshua L. 
<1iHmberlain i::ivc him a name and a standin*^ that lie honestlv 
'-were-, and leave us a precious family inheritance, that may, I 
hope, inspire the present and future nienduMs of our family to 
gmird with eternal vigilance the cau^e for which his pure and 
noble life was sacrilice<l. 



1 

i ■ 



To Mr. and Mrs. Pomkroy. 

It becomes our painful privilege to transmit to yon a copy 
of the Kesolutions adopted by our company, expressive of their 
sorrow at the loss of vour son. Without wishinir to intrude 
npon the sacred sanctuary of private grief, we still desire to 
render to you some token of our affection for departed worth, 
and sincerely condole with you in this your sudden bereave- 
ment. It cannot but be consolini? to a'ou when vou recollect 
that he fell while nobly doing his duty aiul gallantly enc^ourng- 
ing his men. He ha<l the respect of the company while living 
and now that it has plejised God to remove him from onr 
midst we shall ever remember his kindness as an officer and 
cberish in a grateful memory a feeling of aflFection for onr 
fellow soldier. We sincerely trust that lie who is the "God 
of Battles*' may sanctify this affliction to your good, and leav- 
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ing yon to IIis love >iiul mercy Me jirIc you to acvept the nc- 
compHiiyiiig Ile*iolttfi«u«, nnd reiiiaiu, 

Yonrs Iie»ipe«rtfully, 

Sero't Samuel SE^"ncAJr, 
CoRP^L Walter R. Bitticer^ 
Altax E. Farr. 
Camp 198tli Roi^'t P. V., April 29th, 1865. 

At a meeting of the memhcrs of Co. I, lOSth Rc^^t P. V., 
the following llcbolution wa« maile and adopted : 

Hesolved^ That u eoinniittoe of three be appointed to draw 
up Eesohitions cxi*res;tive of onr sorrow. at the death of 1st 
Lieut. Anch'ew A. Ponieroy. 

The foHowing Preamble and Resolutions were accordingly 
made and adopted : 

Whereas^ It tins please<I Almighty God, in His All-Wise 
Providem-e, to roniiivc from i>ur midst -Ist Lieut. Andrew A. 
Pomeroy, therefore be it 

Re^olved^ That we monrn his loss as that of a brave, efficient 
and Christian otticer who fell wliile nobly doing his duty in 
fi-ont line of battle. 

ReBolved^ That we share in tlie nfflietion of hift parents, rel- 
atives and friends, and tender to them our he^irtfeit sympathy 
in this tiieir sudden bereavement. 

liewlved^ That while they mourn the loss of a beloved son, 
we also lose in him a kind and gallant otHcer and one Avho 
possessed the h»ve and e()nti<U*neo of the entire company and 
of the regiment generally. 

Resolved^ That a copy of these resolutions ])e forwarded to 
the parents of tlic deceased ami that they be puldished in the 
Cliambersburg Ukpositokv. 

BeRo't SaMCKL 8RNT>tAfr, 

Corp'l Walter R. Bittner, 
Alvak E. Farr. 

Philadeu'uxa, May 24tu, 1865. 
Hr. Thomas Pomkrov, 

Dear Sir : Although a stranger to you I feel as if I must 
claim rehitionship with you and all of your family on account 
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of tlie strong frien<lsliip and nfFcu-tion tliat existed between vour 
8on, Lieut. A. A. Pomeroy, and myself. Although onr ac- 
qnaintiince \\\\v> of but few months, yet by his straightforward 
way of doing business, and his manly and socjial intercourse 
with all around liiui, I had iK'gun to regard him «is a brother, 
and none could mourn the loss of a brotlier more sincerely than 
I did his, in fact he was beloved by the whole company and all 
his associates in the regiment. lie was a gmxl soldier and a 
good patriot, he fought not for vain glory but for the goo<l of 
his country, and amid all the trials and temptations of asoldier^s 
life he w:is uf.iithfid siddicr (»t'the cross. Amid all the arduous 
duties devolving up<m him as an officer he never forgot his duty 
to his Maker, and ho fidly proved to all around him that it is 
possible and even pleasant to I >e a Christian at all times and un* 
der all circimistan<tes. His Hible waA his constant (rompanion, 
and during his leisure hours was his principal study. His exam- 
ple waii woitliy tlie imitation not only of all young men, but 
also those of riper yeai-s. 1 mouni his loss as a soldier and as 
a bosom friend, and the onlv consolation I have left is that he 
died at his post nobly battling for his country's riglits, and also 
that he die<l as he h:i<l lived a true and faithful soUlier of tlie 
crosB, and that I think shouhl be a great c<msolation to you as 
a father and to his alHicted mother. It is a blessed thing to know 
that altliough lie is lost to you oneartli he has gained that price- 
less treasure that earth cannot give, a crown of glory that en- 
dureth for ever. 

Now a word about his brother, our worthy Chaplain. He has 
performed his mission well as Chaplain of our regiment; he has 
l>een imtiring in liis eff^irts to improve the moral condition of 
tlie oonmian<1, and we want no better evidence of the success 
of his labors than the fact that onr regiment was often spoken 
of by <rfHcers higli in authority, \\& liaving the best moral char- 
acter of any regiment in the coi'ps, and I do not hesitate to at- 
tribute our good name in that respect to the untiring efforts 
and tlie goo<l <'ounsels of our Chaphiin. His course has been 
suck as to connuan<l the respect of all that knew him. He has 
of truth l>een tlie soldiers' friend, he hab slmred in common with 
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us the hanlsliips and diuigrcrs of tlie battle iiel<l, ulwnys ready to 
adiuiuister to the want^ of the sick aii<l wounded, and to ypive 
Christian hiirinl to all that fell on the iiehl, an<l irianv a sohlier 
will bless hiia ftn* his many kind oHlcos while ineatuporon tlie 
field. His duties have been verv arduous on act-ount of haviiijx a 
very large regiment, but l»e hits ever l)een found at his post and 
has never been heard to oomidain and he will carry with him 
the assurance that the (^tlicrei-s and men of his regiment will ever 
remember him with kin<lness, and always feel grateful for the 
many kind attentions received from hiui during tlieir sojouni 
together. 

In conclusion aUow me lo (rondole with von and family for 
the loss of a son so brave ami noble, vet while we are called 
upon to mourn the loss of tlie no])le and the l»rave, let ns not 
forget to be grateful for the many Idessiugs we have and shall 
receive from tlie residt of their labors, our bleeding country 
has l>een restored to peace, and one of the greatest evils that 
ever cui'sed a nation (Slavery), has been removed. We have 
fully proven to the world that neither foreign foes nor domestic 
traitors can destroy our glorious institutions. With brave Chris- 
tian men in our ranks, with lil>erty and human ri^j^hts inscribed 
on our banners and acknowledging Cto<1 as our great lilgh priest 
we can bid defiance to all disturbers of our domestic peace. 

My best wishes for tlie liealth and prosperity of yourself and 
family. I am very respectfully your obedient servant. 

James P. M^Quade, 

Captain Commanding Company "I" 198th Regiment P. V. 
1728 Grayson street, Philadelphia. 

Testimonial letter from oen'l joshua l. chamberlain, lld., 

ex-governor of maine president of bowdoin college, 

brunswick, me. 

Before entering the army GenM Chamberlain had studied 
for the ministry in the Cougregationalist church and was at 
the commencement of the rebellion a professor in Bowdoin 
College. His career in the army was distinguished for cour- 
age, ability and unabated, intelligent devotion. After his re- 
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turn to Maine at the close of the w.ir, lie was elected Governor 
of tlie State for two successive terms. In 1871 he was elected 
President of Bowdoin College, j»n institution that takes rank 
with the first colleges of New Englaml. This position of honor 
and responsibility he still tills with credit. 

Headquarters 1st Div. 5th Corps, 1 
Abmy of the Potomac. « j 

June 30th, 1865. 

Thomas Pomkrov, Esq., Roxbury, Pa.: 

My Dear Sir. — As this army is al>out to break up and I am 
reminde<l anew of the brave and good who have served with 
me through the hardships and hazards of war, I c^innot forbear 
to address you a line expressive of my high regard for your 
son, late 1st Lieut. 198th Rog't Penn'a Vols., who fell while 
gallantly tightinic «it his post in the battle of the White Oak 
Rond, March 31st, 1S(»5. lie assured, sir, his manly and noble 
conduct was not unnoticed by his General, nor did lie fall 
without the tears due to so brave and tnie a man. I milst also 
speak of your other son. Chaplain f)f tlie same Hegiment, whom 
I esteem as a man worthy of all love and praise, faithful to 
every trust, wise and not weary in v;ell doing. You may have 
a pride, though tinged with sadness, in having given men like 
these to your country's cause, and though one life was laid 
dowTi yet such lives are never lost. I honor you — I congratu- 
late you as the father of such sons, and I shall always remem- 
ber with love and mournful satisfaction their heroism and de- 
votion. 

I am, my dear sir, with high regard, your friend and servant, 

J. L. Chamberlain, 
Brevet Major General, Conmianding Division. 



Stephen "Wilson Pomeroy, the second son of Thomas and 
Mary Ann Pomeroy, was born in Roxbury, Dec. ICtli, 1836. 
In his lH)yhoiKl he attended the village school and at intervals 
assistwl in his father's store. He united with the church at 
Middle Sprhig on profession of faith, April 12th, 1853, the 
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Rev. John Moody, D. D., hcinuc p:istor jit that time, ns !ie had 
been for luilf u century previous. Pursued his academical 
studies at A ea<leinia under Prof. J. H. Shnmaker; entered 
Lafayette College fall of 1858, graduated August, 18r»l 
Tauii^Iit one rear in Tuscmrora Acade:iiv before enteriiii' col- 
lege. Serve<l nuie months during the war in Company H, 
126tli Regiment Penu'a Volunteers, Captain J. II. Walker- 
Was elected Orderly Serireant soo!i after enlistitii;. Entered 
Tlieological Seminary at Priui^eton, Septem]»cr, 1863. Served. 
in Sanitary Conmiission at Norfolk, Virginia, summer of 1SG4. 
Graduated at seminary, April 24th, 1800. Taken under care 
of Carlisle Presbvterv at Duncannon, Perrv countv, AT>ril lltlu 
1865; licensed at Mid<llctown, June 7th, I8ri5. Supplied 
Seventh Street church, llarrishurg, Sept. 20th, 18r)f> to April 
12th, 1867. liuceivc<l call from .\rComiellsI»urg, Green Mill 
and Wells Vjdley, Fulton county, October 8th, 1808, and 
accepted. Ordained and installed at M'Connellsburg, Nov. rh, 
1868. Pastoral relation dissolved April 12th, 1871, and dis- 
missed to Huntingdon Presbytery in order to ac<!ept c^dls from 
Newton Hamilton and Mount Union. Entered upon <luties 
May Ist, 1871. Installed August 14th, 1871. Pastoral rebi- 
tion with Newton Hamilton ilissolved April 9th, 1878. Mount 
Union took half his time, he subsetjuently received a call from 
Shirleysburg for the other half, and wjis installed pastor of 
that congregation October 17th, 1878. 

On Novendjer 27th, 1807, he was married to Miss Euphe- 
mia Knox Smith, daughter of Silas £. and Elizabeth W. Smith, 
of Juniata county, Penn'a. Sihis E. Smith was a son of Rev. 
Thomas Smith, who was so long the respected pastor of the 
Associate Reformed church at M'CoysviUe, Juniata county. 
His son Silas occupied the old liomestead until his death, and 
he ^as a highly respectable and estinuiblc citizen, who was 
well known by the writer for many years. Ilis wife, ainl the 
mother of Mrs. Pomeroy, was a daughter of Mr. Weir, a prom- 
inent merchant in Phihidelphia, and an ehler in one of the 
churches of the citj', so highly esteemed tluit the General As- 
sembly of the Presbyterian church then in session in Philadel- 
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pliia, adj(»iirne<l t<» attend his fun mm 1. Mrs. Smith was an ut- 
complwhed aiul estiiimlde l:idy. Her tirst liushand was Abra- 
Ik.'tui Mmsoii, sou of Dr. Ji)hu Musoii. 

Mrs. EtKe K. Ponicroy received the niotit of her primary 
education in Phihidelphin, and afterwards atten le 1 the Semin- 
nry at AcudeiniH. She was horn iuJuniat:i, in tlie Smith home- 
stead, Deeemher J 5th, 1 841. Their chihh'en are : 

Twin diuiirhters htirn Fel»ru:irv l:?th, 1 809, at M'Connellshurir, 
Fnlton rxaiiitv, hut lived onlv ])art of the dav. 

Elizalieth Knt»x Pomeroy i»orn in Germantown, Phihidelphia, 
June 9th, 1871. 

Anna Marv Pomcrov hi»ni Mareh 13tli, 1874, at Newtou 
Hamilton. 

Sihis Smith Pomeroy horn April 4th, 1870, at Newton Hum- 
ilton. 

Enphcmia "Weir Pomeroy horn May llrh, 1879, at Mount 
Union, Penn':u 



The foUowinfr appeared in the Fkankun Rkpositoby of No- 
veml>er 25tli, 1874: 

BEBEL INVASION I>I»PATCH BKABEB, 8. W. POMEBOY. 

PrrrsuuRG, Pa., Xovembkr 21st, 1874. 

Mr. Editor : While on a recent visit to Rev. S. W. Pome- 
'roy,pafitor of the Preshyterian chnn-li at Xewton Hamilton, Pa., 
our conversation naturally turned to tlie experiemres through 
which we had passe<l in tlie Army of the P<itomac and as 
dwellers on the InKirders of Dixie, where Federal and Rehel 
soldiers in the flow a»ul ehh of our war were hoth on the soil. 
In this conversation I aske<l the parson ahout the carrying of 
the dispatch of wliich mention was made in a recent numher 
of the Rkpositorv. Since your paper with coininendahle zeal 
is gathering; up historical incidents and facts worthy of preser- 
vation, it occnn*ed to nic that this personal uicident and others 
similar to it are worthy of a place in your local history. While 
it appears from Mr. Iloke^s communication that several young 
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men perfoniicd the good t?ervice of hearing dispatelies tlinxigli 
the monntains to the telegraph Ihie on tlie Penn'a. Ksiilroad^ 
thus giving to our aiitliorities at Ilarrishurg and Washington 
information of rel»el movements in Cumberhmd Vallev, tliese 
are euhstantially the faet« of S. W. Pomeroy's performing tliid 
duty. 

After the nnistering out of tlie 126th Kegiment Penn'a V<il- 
nnteers, of wliieh S. W. Pomeroy and A. A. Poaieroj*, hi* 
hrother, were men.hers, the^e tM'o young men were at home at 
Roxbury. On June 28th, 500 rehel eavjdry made tlieir appeal^ 
ance in this quiet mountain viUage. Tlicy (!ame with n goo<lly 
numl>er of horsi^s that liad heen tnken from farmers in Am- 
bei"sou's Valley. It wag Sahbath, yet all day long the village 
smiths were kept at work slioeing horses. The hoi'ses were 
turned into the n;eadow of Joisiah Fickes, a mile east of the 
village. Before the morning liglit 4^me, the rebels took their 
departure in evident histe. It was on June 29th or 30tli, that 
several of the men of Uoxbury walked up to Clwunbersburg, 
passed through the -inanls about tlie town and staid all night 
at Miller's Hotel. It was during this night tliat the rebels 
were moving rapidly fn»m the pike to Fayetteville, through 
Scotland and nearest way toward.Gettysburg. It was regarded 
us essential that our State and National authorities sliouhl be 
advised of this ominous movement. Judge Kinnuel, learning 
tlmt a son of Judge Pomero>-'s was in town, sent for liim. 
When the Judge luul taken S. W. Pomeroy into his office, or 
what was suppose<l to be Ids otiice, it was a dark and barred 
room, tlie Judge, in the presence of another gentleman, not 
known to young Pomeroy, made known the errand upon wlneli 
!ie desired him to go. lie agreed to un<lertake the mission, 
and start without dehiy. The Judge mit u hole in the buckle 
strap of the messenger's pantalotnis, in which he placed the pa- 
per containing the dispatch to Governor Curtin. The niessen* 
gor, in company with several of his aissociates, started for Rox- 
bury. After getting a short distance from Chambei-sburg, they 
met persons on the road, returning, stating that the rel)el guartl 
at tlie forks of the roail leading to Strasburg and Roxbury 
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would not let them pass. A fltiiik :uove:nent through a hollow, 
the friendl}' covering of an interveniuir wheat field that hid 
from view uf tlie rel)cl ijuard, the creeping forma of the men 
who WL»re slowly and cautiouslv making tlieir way along the 
edge of the tield, enabled them to get heyonil the point guard- 
ed by the reheU. When emerging from their friendly cover- 
ing they were noticed by the rebels, wlio leaped on the fencre 
with drawn carbines, signaling halt an<l threatening to shoot. 
As the messenger and his companions were n<»w out of range, 
and wei"e rapidly making the intervening distance greater by 
more thaii a double quick, the guard did not lire, and very for- 
tumitely they did not pursue. Eoxbury was reached by the 
middle of the dav, a walk of fourteen miles without a luJt for 
rest, A lunch is taken in Roxbury.. Saumel Sentman, sr., 
provides a horse. The mountain is crosseil into Amberson's 
Valley by way of "the path." The wagon road was barricaded 
by the farmers of And>erson's Valley felling trees across it to 
prevent a second invasion. At C(»ncord the messenger got a 
second horse from liis uncle Wni. R. Pomeroy, which he put 
to its best speed till lie reache<l Beide's Mill, Juniata county, 
where he secured a third Itorse from David J. Beale, and from 
thence to Academia, where he se<-nred a fourth horse from his 
uncle Jos Pomei-oy. With this fresh horse the remaining six 
miles to the railroad at Pern'ville is soon made, and the dis- 
patch, at 9 P. M., a1>out twelve hours (12) after it had been 
committed to the care of the messenger, is forwarde<l to Gov- 
ernor Curtin from Perry ville. The ih'stance from Chainbers- 
burg to Perrj'ville by this route is about 54 miles. 

Several incidents connected with the messenger's speedy pas- 
sage through the mountains and Tuscorara Valley on this im- 
portant mission, nuike the ti*ip a memorable one. It was re- 
ported that the rebels who had made the recent raid into Am- 
l>erson's Valley liad been resisted near Roxbury by a company 

of men led by Stephen W. Pomeroy, and that in the fight 

Stephen had been killed, or as some had it, was captured by the 

indignant rebels and liung. This report luid preceded the 
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messenger the tlav hefore he entered tlie Valley. Si:lif«jliiiafcai 
vith whom he had l>eeii a>so«-uited at Tiusearora Acjidemy, who 
were on pitrket duty at the irap^ and trro^s roads, heard the re- 
port and gave it tniryeni'V. Wlieu tlic messenger «ime at full 
«peed on thojie i«(|uad»^ of e:neriren«-y men he was (challenged a^ 
fme from the regiims of the dea<l, hU nnde's fa(te was wreathed 
with joy as he saw witli Ills own eye>v his nepliew wht>iu he had 
annonneed hitt a fft\' honrs hefore a* dead, living :iiid full <»f 
liis mission as he I'heeked his ])anting horse at hi» front door. 
At Perry ville, wh(»n the dispjit*-h had Keen forwarded, he sought 
tlio house of his kinsman, J. M. Pomeruy, wlio was temporarily 
residing there, where he was met with the <]uery, "Steve, is thi& 
you or your ghoht ?" A young lady who live<l ncjir the high- 
way that led to l^MTyville, now known as Mi's. S. W. Pomeroy, 
was especially overjoyed when she saw the manly form of her 
ehief joy enter the front door, not dead, Init alive. 

Youi's Truly, 

HiSTORICUB. 

Alexander Wil>i<>:i I'omerov, the fifth m\\ of thisfamilv, wae 
like all the others, resired in Itoxhurv. After rein.»iving his 
primary ednt-ation in tlic s«th*H)ls of tliat viUage, he luul thead- 
vantages of an aeademii-al training at several high sehools and 
Business College, lie continued to reside at Iloxhury, wliere 
he was for some time engaged in mercantile pursuits, until tlie 
spring of 1879, when he emliarked in the Dry Goods husinese 
" hi Shippenshurg. His mother rejuovcd to that pLui$ in the fall 
of the same year, and Alexander W., who is unmarried, rei^ides- 
with her. 

William C Pomerov, the vounw^t meud»er of this familv, 
repeated the history of Ids elder l>rothers at Iloxhnry,hy going 
to sirhool, and making himself generally useful aliout the store 
nnd farn.s. He also aci|uircd a good husiness e<1n(^ition. At 
an early age, through the influence of his uncle Joseph Pome- 
roy, he hecame an assistant in the Jnniaita Valley BankatMif- 
llintown, Penn'a. After several years of service at MiiHin, he 
was transferred to the branch of that institution at Port Koyal, 



i\ 



• Ili'ffori/ of the Pomcroy FamVy. Bl 

wlicre lie U now actinic ns •"li'lner with entii-e 8atisfm*.tion to all 
who are interested in tlie institution. lie was iname<l on the 
2Uth of March, 1879, to KUie B. Crawford, daughter of the late 
Dr. E. 1). Crawford, of ^lifHhitown, Pemra Mi's, EUiePom- 
eroy was l>orn June 'J8th, 1S57. Her father was ti pi-onn'nent 
])hy6icmn, and a gentleman of intelligenee, wlio was very highly 
esteemed hy all his friends. He served ii term in the State 
Senate with <listinetion, and was <'onspieuons for hisunhending 
integrity. Her mother is still residing atMiiHintown, Penn'a, 
where she is hitchlv esteemed. 

Elizaheth, a veiy interesting daughter of this family, died in 
<;hildhoo<h 

Anna, the date of wh(»se hirth and death will appear in the 
family record, died in her young wonnmhood, greatly lamente<l 
not only hy her own immediate family, hut hy the whole ex>n- 
neetion, as well as hv a larj2:e ciix^lo of friends who were warm- 
ly attached to her. To a ver^- handsome and prepossessing 
personal appearance was a<1ded a sweet disposition, and evciy 
womanly grace, which were rendered more beautiful and har- 
monious hy the influence of deep religious convictions. Her 
linal 8i<*knes6 was short and painfid. Anna gi*aduated at a 
Female Seminary in Harrishurg, Penn'a, and her graduating 
address, which I have recently had the pleasure of reading, dis- 
plays ability and scholarship of a high order. I have had a 
partial promise from her physician who attende<l her in her 
last illness, and who knew her intimately for many years, to 
funiish me with a sketch of her which would do justice to her 
memory, but I have failed to receive it in time to insert in its 
proper position. If it should yet come to hand, it will appear 
in one of the closing chaptei's. What I have here written I 
regard as a verj' feeble tribute to the memory of one so lovely 
in her character. 

FAMILY RECORD OF THOMAS l*OMEROY. 

Thomas Ponieruy, bom July 11th, 1801. 
Mary Ann Wilson, bom May 30th, 1811. 
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Thomas Pomerovaml Marr Aim Wils^^n mjirrieih Mardi IStIr, 
1S32. 

Marj Jane Pomeroy, born December Stli, 1832. 

John J. Pomeroy, bom September Sth, 1834. 

Stephen Wilson Pomeroy, l>om December l(5th, 1830. 

Thomas Pomeroy, l)oni January 15tb, 1839. 

Andrew Alexander Pomeroy, Injin September 10th, 1841. 

Elizabeth Pomeroy, l>orn January 22(1, 184i-. 

Alexander Wilson Pomeroy, bom A«<;iist 4th, 184(>. 

Anna £liza1>eth Pomerov, born June 17th, 1841*. 

William Pomeroy, ])oru November 24th, 1851, 
j Elizabeth Pomeroy, died Auj^ist 25th, 1848, agc<I 4 yeart 

• 7 months 3 ilays. 

Thomas Pomeroy, died Jtuiuary 5th, 18C2, ageil 22 yeai-s 4 
montlis 25 da vs. 

Andrew A. Ponjeroy, killed hi battle, Mart^h Slst, 1865, a«re<l 
23 years 6 months 21 days. 

Anna E. Pomeroy, died N4>vember l«>t, 1869, ajred 20 yeaiv 
4 months 14 days. 



CHAPTER IV. 

• 

Joj*epli Poineroy, thinl j?on of John and EliKabeth JTevin 
Pomeroy, was horn in Lurqjan township, Franklin county, on 
the ISth day of Octol>er, 1804. Like hia brothers, ^lith one 
exception, his education was limited to the common schools of 
tlie neighl>orlio«j<L At an early age he went, as a boy to learn 
the business, to the stoi*c of Stephen Culbertson in Shippens- 
bnrg, wherc he remaine<l several years, and acquired a good 
knowledge of merchandizing, wldch lie pursued mainly through- 
ont life. He began business in Shippensbnrg before he was of 
age, but soon sohl out, iiud went to Concord, Franklin county, 
to tiike charge of a store for his imcle David Kevin, which he 
conducted successfully for about three years, when lie and his 
brother William R. purcluised the stock, tmd continued tlie bus- 
iness in partnership for six years from 1829 to 1835, when 
Willijun R. retired from the tirm. They kept a genenil coimtry 
store, and although their business could not be cidled hirge, they 
made and saved a few tliousand doIhu*s eachdm*ing the term of 
their partnership. From 1835 to 1842, Joseph Pomeroy con- 
ducted the business on his own accoimt, and it continued to be 
successful in its results, and he added each year steiulily to his 
gains. In 1842 he, in coimection with William R. jind John M. 
Pomeroy, erected the tannery nejir Concord, and they conducted 
tlie store and tiinnery very successfully for live years. In 1847 
the firm dissolveil, Joseph Pomeroy taking the tannery exclu* 
sively, where he continued to reside xmtil 1851, when he re- 
moved to Academia, where he continued to live until liis death 
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8epteml>cr 2l5it, 1874. Havhiir puivhapcd sevenil far:n.s ninl 
mills near Acadeinia, the care of the.-ie, i:i ctounectiou with his 
store, made his life a verv active and husv one. With the a>- 
sistance of his hrother he continne<l a motlerate lousiness at the 
Concord tannery until the time of his death. He inherited 
notliin<; of anv account from his friends* whicli indeed mav 
liave l>ecn a fortunate thing for him, as inherited wealth is fre- 
quently a cui"se rather than a Messing. He was a \\u\\\ of much 
more than ordinary energy, with sound disi-riminatiuir judg- 
ment, and unusually cautious in his move.nents. Ho was a man 
of imposing pci'sonal Jippearance, ami g<HMl address, and these 
addeil to his other qualitications, a(?count in part ft>r his Unan- 
cial success. 

Coneoi-d, wliere Joseph Pomeroy passed more than a cjuarter 
of a century of his eventful life, is situated in the extreme north- 
ern comer of Franklin countv, amc^Uir the Blue or Kittatinnv 
Mountains, and is c(msidei-e<l an obscure point, heingdittitrult (rf 
access, and remote from the i^reat thoromrhfares of trade and 
travel. To get away from it, except to the north, high and 
steep mountains have to l^e crosseil in all dii-ections. But it 
was a good point for business, being a kind of centre for a con- 
siderable extent of country', and far removed from the compe- 
tition of large ami more hnportrmt business points. The ditfi- 
ciilty of transportation was more than cotmterbalanced by tlie 
increased profits that could be realized on merchandize. As a 
point for conducting a large tannery, the location was very 
favorable, the surrounding mountains and wooded valleys af- 
fording asutticient supply of l)arkfor tannhigpuqH>ses, and fen- 
many years there were more than five hundred (*ords of ])ark 
consumed nnnuallv in runninir tlie tannerv. There was ajrood 
water power there, and other fsivorable sun'oundings for the 
successful prosecution of the business. The place is a healthy 
one, fevers and other epidemics scarcely ever appearing. The 
moimtain scenery is as Arild and beautiful as any I have seen 

anywhere, but like the people who live at Niagara Falls, and 

never hear the roaring of the cataract, many of the dwellers t»f 
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tills mouiitiiin reiriuii ure purtinlly insoiisihle to the ^raiwl 
unci imposing scenes r>f nature by which tliev ure .snrronnfied. 
Whnt nonsense to ttilk :ihont luukino; a voyuiije to Switzerhmd 
to sraze at the rnonntains, wlion tlie traveller can seethe wildest 
uionntain scenerv to he found on the face of the irl<>l>e anumi^ 
the blue hills of onr own native state. This is the place, an<l 
these the s<'enes, wheix? the subject «)f this sketch lived for so 
many years, and these the inviororatinij^ influences, an<l pnre 
mountain air, under which the writer i^rew from <diildhood to 
mHnhoo<], and the deceased as long as he lived entertained noth- 
ing hut pleasant ivcollections of his ohi lio:ne in the niountahis, 
while the writer looks hack to thtise days of hoy hoot I with pleas- 
urable emotions, and tender regard for the memory of many 
friends who have passed away. 

The subject of this sketch was nt>t unknown to fame as a 
public man. The same energy which he thn»w into Ids business 
pursuits made him an active member of the Whig and Repub- 
lican parties. iVt an early age he made his //ciJ'//^ as a candidate 
for Auditor in Franklin county, and wsis elected. In 1839 he 
was nominated for the leirislature, ami ulthouich he rei^eived the 
higheftt vote on the Whig ticket, was not successful. In 1840 
he was again a candidate, an<l was ele<'ted, the popuhir hurrah 
for "Tippecanoe aiul Tyler too** sweeping every thing before it 
and earrjing General Harrison into the presidential chair by 
an overwhelininir maioritv. In 1841 lie wasnoininateil for the 
third time, but the Whig th*ket was again <lefeated in Franklin 
connty and he fell with it. In 1856, having removed mean- 
while to Juniata <*ounty, he was uomimited by the Republican 
party for Congress in the distri<'t composeil of Be<lford, Fulton, 
Franklin, A<lains and Juniata. The district gjive a Demwratic 
majority of about 500 for the state and lix^al tickets, ami elet^tetl 
their camlidate for Congress. In 1801 he was elei^ted Assotd- 
ate Jndffe of Juniata (n)untv, beinsr the onlv candidate on the 
Republican ticket who was successful. This positicm he hehl 
for five years. He always ran well, parti<^ularly among his 
neigh)>ors, and when he was defeated! on any ti<'ket it was 1m»- 
csause the party was in the minority at the polls, lie representeil 
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\m Coiigfre^Kionul distrirt in tlu» ('invention of 1872, whicli 
noinirit'ited (Tmnt hiuI Wilnm fen* Presidfiit ami Vice Prt'.sidi'tit. 

Joflepli Poriieroy was in 182tJ married to Eleanor Maelay <»f 
Coneonl, with whom lie lived twentv vears, she liavinsj: died in 
1846. She was a woman of more than ordinary ment^d en<loM- 
ments, of <Ieep and active j^iety, and ijuite attratrtive in hernian- 
nen* and penwm. The writer hy the Iohi* of his parents inciiild- 
h<K>d, l>eeame a mend)er of her family when ahont live vears of 
age, ami gix'w to manhocMJ with her. It affords him the lii^hest 
pleasure Xu testify to her intelliirenee an<l wortli, and to express 
the regret that one so *;ifte<l eould not have been allowed hy 
the Supreme Rulc*r to remain Ioniser with us. \\\ this marriaire 
there were four ehihlrcn, two of wlu>m, Arahelhi and Robert, 
lK)tli bright and attraetivt* ehildren, dieil in infaney. In 1847 
he WHS married to Ann (Crawford of (.'oneordand thrc»e of their 
ehihiren survive. She was an intelligent an<l pious wc»num, 
and died in 1854. In 1856 lie was nuirried to Mrs. Jane Itfe^ 
Ginley of Lurgan t<»wnsiiip, Franklin eounty, who died in 1866, 
much lamented bv the nii'inbers of the fannlv eonneetion. In 
1868 he was again married t<» Miss Mary Stewart of Shippens- 
burg, a lady of excell(»nt qualities, who still survives. 

lie left an estate (»f over one hundred thousuml dcdlars. 



IN MKMORIAM. 

At Aeiidemia, Pa., on Saturday, Sept<»mbcr 21st, 1874, 
Hon. Joseph Pomeroy, aged stfvenry years. Mr, Pomei-oy 
was bom near Eoxbury, Franklin eounty. Pa., on Oetolnjr 18, 
1804. At an early age he was possesMnl of a spirit of self-re- 
liance and independence, which ho conspicniously characteri;scd 
hifi whole life. Although a self-made man, yet by his untiring 
industry and indomitable perseverance, he beoime suc4te8sful 
in business, influential in society, and by the blessing (»f God, 
a faithful worker in the church. He was one of the old style 
of men and merchants — unpretentious, honest, reliable— exact 
in all his business dealings, whose word Mas ]u^ g(K>d lui his 
bond. lie had the contidence and t^teem of >dl who knew 
liim. Ills name and example were a power for good in the 
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coniiminitv. His clinmrtor wns most attrn<*tive to those wlio 
were hroujflit soriallv in rontnct with him. In his home he 
was eiitertaiiiiiiix and exceeiHn«jly hospitahle. Fn liis inter- 
course with his f(flh»\v-mon he imited in luniself those tjualities 
«>f <le<'ision, firmness, affeetion ami th«>ni^htfnhiess uf others 
whieh en<leared him to many hearts. He «M«eupie<l at his death 
severjil positions af resj)onsi!>ilitv. As a Trustee of Tusivirora 
Aeademy, he manifested a deep intenvst in its usi^fidness an*! 
sueeess, and treated kindly all its students. He was an e:\rnest 
adv<K!ate for a liluTal, Cliristian education. As I*n^sident of 
the Juniata Valh^y IJ.mk, he exhihitetl prudeiu^e and wise man- 
aji^ement in its affairs — showitiix, hy his iji^reat experienee and 
wise judi^ment, his ability as a skilful finaneier. As an ehler 
in the Lower Tus<'arorn ehureh, huvini' heen eUnrted in the veur 
1856, his Christian intluenee was nnieh felt. Thoi!irh not halv- 
ing the pli3'si<'al activity to labor effectively in the Master's 
Tineyard, yet hy his counsels and in his prayers lu» nuide tlie 
Saviour's cause a matter t>f earnest, anxious eonsiileration. 
In his last illness his thoughts constantly dwelt upon the tem- 
poral and spiritujil interests of liis ehundi, which being with- 
out a ptistor, nnide him f(»el coiu^erncHl about its welfare. He 
had great confidence in the disposition of liis Christian breth- 
ren to do what was right, and he acteil upon the promise that 
all things shall work together for gocxl to Goal's i>eople. At 
the last regular meeting of the session the foUownig resolution 
was unanimously adopter 1 : 

WAereaSy Our brother, Joseph Pomeroy, is absent from ns 
by reason of sickness and physical suffering, we, the session, 
desire to e.vpi-ess our sympatliy for him in this the time of his 
affliction; therefore, 

** Resolvedly That we freeh testify to his worth an<l activity 
as a member of tlie session, and re<M)gnize his usc^fulness as an 
earnest laborer in tin? church of wliich we are overseers. We 
tender to him the consolati<ms of the Christian i-eligion, and 
pray that he may sweetly feel in his own experience that (timI 
ij his helper and tlie Holy Spirit his comforter.'' 

Thus has Judge Pomeroy passeil away — a man <levoted to 
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what \vnH ri«^lit, ooiisi-ientitniti in tlie perfornmiio*? of cliity, <%f 
ntri«t iiitejrrity, 4»f exe!n|)h:rv duirai'ter. In hiui the jMM»r have 
Umt a friend, for no one can kiv that he u'at« lianl nyntn those 
who, hein<; unf«irtnnate, >tnitrirle<l in the path of re<*titii<le to 
8ucees8« The eominnnity h'ire his^t a citizen who was virtnons, 
high-toned, kindly dispotsed, correct in his hiisiness hahits. The 
elnirtdk has h»st one of its piUars. He had at heart its peace 
and pros'^erity. lie hived to meditate npon the fa<*t tliat liis 
ehnreh had receivtMl S4> many special t<ikens of Divine favor. ^ 
Act liiH days decivased his faith increased and hri^htencHK in 
pro8pet*.t of the heavenly land. He snnk at last <'almly and 
easily, his la^pes f(»nnded on (-toirs Woiil, in full assuraiwe of 
the Saviour's h>ve. 

**When fKltli atui love, which pnrt4'<l from titer never. 

Hud ripened tUv Just k<iu1 to dwell with God, 

Meekly Ihou dldKt renlftn thin earthly load 
Of death, cftUecl Ule, which dm from life doth MTer, 
Thy worlCH and almK, and all thy isoo<l endeavor, 

Htayed not behind, nor In thr* Krave were trod; 

Bat, as faith p<»lnieil with herKolden rod. 
Followed thee up U»Joy and bllstt forever.'* 



OBITUAKV. 



Joseph Pomeroy, who died at his n^sidencc at Academia, 
Juniata county, Penn'a, on Monday, the 21st inst., was horn 
near Roxhnrv, Franklin Countv, OctolK?r 18th, 1804, at which 
plae« three generations of his an<'estt»rs had preceded him, his 
^n^at gnind-fatlier havinir located in Lurgan township soon 
after the year 17^0, among the first white settlers of Cumher- 
land Vallev. 

The family are of Huguenot origin, his earliest ancestor, of 
whom we have any account, having escafwfl from Paris on the 
night of tlie massacre of St. Bartladornew, ami found refuge 
in Ireland, from whence one of his deseen<hints inmiigrated to 
AmeriiMi) and settled near Iloxhury, where some of his offspring 
have resided continuously to the present time. 

At an early age the sul>j<M*t of this (sketch entered the 8t<»re 
of the late Stephen Cull»ertson, in Shippensl>urg, and after re- 
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nmining sevenil years with him— rif whom he nlwnys spoke in 
terms of the hijrhest redj)e<-t ami rei^anl — he went to Conconl 
in this comitv in 1820, to take rliarjre of a store, sent there hv 
his unele, the Lite David Nevin of Shippenshurir, whitrh he 
<M>nduc'te(l successfullv for three vears, when lie an<l his 
brother William R,, wlio still lives at Conconl, entei'ed into 
the inerf4mtile business tc)ij^ether: and sul>seqnently it was cim- 
ducted, for several years, hy liimself. lie afterwanls enlarire<l 
his husiness hv the erei'tion of an extensive tannerv at Coneord, 
when his In-other and nephew hecame partners with him, and 
continued the husiness towtlier for several vears. At the 
dissolution of the tirm,trosepli Pomeroy pmvliased the tannery, 
and he eontinue<l the husiness, in a m«Nlenite way, t<» the time 
of his death. In 1851 he removed to Juniata county, liavinj; 
ma<le lari^e purchases of real estat^j tliere, winch he mana<:;cd 
personally, in c<»nneirtion with his store and mills, until his final 
sickness. He was President of the Juniata Vallev l^uuk ami 
its hranches, and Mas identitio<1 with all the reli&(ious and 
l>enevolent movements of his neighlM»rhood. He w.'is a nam 
of extraordinary enericv an<l force of (character, with rare 
business capacity, which enabled him to accunadate, from a 
small l^eginning, a very larjre estate. 

In 1840 he was elected to the Lejjcislature from Fnmklin 
county, but failed with his ticket in 1841. He was the Repub- 
lican candidate for Congress in 18r)f» in this district, com|H)sed 
of Adams, Franklin, Fulton, liedfonl and Juniata. In 1801 
he was ele<*ted Associate Judge of Juniata comity, lieing the 
only Republican on his ticket elected, and served the term of 
five vears. 

Joseph Pomero}' added to unbending lumcsty jin<l the strict- 
est inteirritv, the hii^hest stvle of Christian character. When 
yet a boy he made a profession of christhinity, and tlirougliout 
his long an<l cventfid life he never neglecteil, in the midst of 
his extensive bnsiness engagements, to give full time and at- 
tention to the dischsirge of his <luties to the church, and the 
religions and benevolent operations of the day. For nnmy 
j'ears he was an a<!tive and devoted Ruling Elder of the Pres- 
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byterian Clmrcli, adorning, hy \\\a wulk uiid convers>iti<«i, tlif 
Cliri8tiau reli^on, and he lias no doubt gone to reap tlie 
rewards of a life wliicth was spent throughont in tlie service of 
\m Maker. 

— Franklin liapomiory. 



John Nevin Pomeroy, the oldest <:ln*ld ot Joseph Ponierov 
and Eleanor Maelay, was l>orn in Coneord. After having 
Hpent Heveral yeai-s at the s<-hool in that village, he went to 
Tuscarom Aeadcniv where he re<*eive<l an exi^ellent business 
e<lucation. His father huvinic removed fnwn Conconl to Aca- 
demiu aJNiut tlie time he eompleted his edueation, he went 
into hi» father's store, and becnmie thoroughly aeipuiinted with 
the nieromtile business. With the exception of iive years, in 
which he filled the otfiee of inspector in the Custom House, 
at Philadelphia, he has all his life l>een engage<l in merchan- 
dizing at Phihidelphia, Parkesburg and Acidemia, where he 
removed iifter the death of his father, whose exe(*utor he is. 
He is 8uc<^ssfully prosecuting the business of merchandizing, 
milling an<l farming at the old homestead, and finds time for 
actively engaging in the Sunday school and other church work. 
He is also President of the Junisitii Vallev Bank. 

He was mamed to Isabella J. Kellv, a sister of Rebecca 
C. Kelly, the wife of the writer of these sketches. It may 
not be uninteresting to state that there appears to Iw a 
stron£c inclination amomr the members of the Pomeroy familv 
to m arry sisters. There are at least sevei^al examples of this 
kind in the recent history of the family. The marriage of the 
second Thomas juid his brother. Col. Jtdm, to the Misses Gra- 
ham, in the last century, has alrea<ly been referred to. Joseph 
Pomeroy and his brother, William R., married sisters. Then 
tliere is the case just stated of John M., and J. Nevin Pome- 
roy, cousins, married to sisters. The most recent case in point 
is the marriage of A Slemmer and William C. Pomeroy, 
cousins, also, to the Misses Crawford. 
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Kli2H)>ctli Nevin Pomeroy, ilaii*]^^*^®'' of 'JoKeph and EIeati<»r 
Pcuncroy was Ixirn at CofM-orcl. Gnwluated at the Mount Joy 
Female Seininarv, was inarried to Jt^reniiaii Frankliou^e, and 
now (1880) rcMck's on a farm in Boale townttliip, Jnniata 

County, 

Eleanor M. Pomeroy, the oldest dauji^hter of •Joseph Pome- 
roy and Ann B. (/niwford, was bom at Cont^nl, rei^eived r. 
lilieral e<lut%Mtion, was niarriwl tt> John T. Nourse, Esq., and 
now resides on a farm in Spruce Hill tow^nship, Juniata county, 
^►equeathtMl her hy hc»r father. 
j Samuel C. Pomeroy, only son oi Joseph and Ann Pomeroy, 

I was honi at Arademia, and he hsts lived nearly all his life 

; at A(^ulemia, where he is nov/ l<M*4ite<l on n farnu He was 

I married to Miss AjnH^« Van J>vke. 

i Mary Pomeroy, youngest daughter <if JoR^ph and Ann Pom- 

[ eroy was also horn at Acidemia. Af t<*r her father's death she 

I m»irrie<1 Dr. David Maielay of (4 reen village, Fninklin county, 

where she is living in 1880. 

FAMILY RKCOKD (»F JIOSKPH POMKK(»Y. 

Joeeph Pfimeroy was lK»rn Oct. 18, 1804. l)ie<l Sept. 21, 
1874. 

Was married to Eleanor Maclay, July 11, 1826; to Ann B. 
Crawford, May 5, 1847; to Jane E. M'Giuley, Jan. 13, 1857; 
to Mary Stewart, Aug. 27, 1868. 

CHILDREN. 

John Nevin Pomeroy was bom Sept. 26, 1833. 

Arabella Erwin Pomeroy was Iwrn Nov. 28, 1835. Dietl 
April 12, 1839. 

Elizabeth Nevin Pomeroy was bom I)e<*. 11, 1837. 

Robert Maelay Pomeroy was Iwm Aug. 19, 1842. Die<l 
July 2'7, 1845. 

Eleanor M. Pomerov was bom Feb. 15, 1848. 

Lydia K. Pomeroy was Iwrn Sept. 23, 1849. Died Sept. 6, 
1H50. 

Samuel Crawford Pomeroy was lK)m June 1, 1851. 

Mary Pomeroy was bom March 30, 1855. 
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• 

Eleanor M. Poniemv <lie(l Julv 18, 1846. 
Ann B. Poinerov flie<l 0(^t. 11, 1S55. 
Jane E. Poinerov <lied Nov. 17, 186t>. 

Jerry Frankhouse and Elizihetli N. Poinerov were niMrrietl 
January 5, 1857. 

Joseph Ponierciy FriinkhouHe w.w born April 24-, 185D. 

Adrienne F. Frankhouse was l)orn Feh. 2f>, 1862. 

Eleanor Machiv Frankhouse was iioni Mav 12, 18r»7. 

Elizal>eth Nevin and .Mary Stewart Frankhouse were horn 
Feb. 16, 1870. 

Charles JJavid Frankhouse^ was bom Julv 21, 18755. 

William Ileynohls Frankliouse was born March 21, 1875. 

Agnes Van Dyke Frankhouse wjis bom July J^Oth, 1877. 

Mary Stewart Frankhouse died Decenil)er 3,1872. 



John Nevin Ponieroy, the youngest witli one ex<;ej)tion *)f 
this family, was born near Roxbury, February 12, 1808, and 
died at Wasliington, D. C, on the 24th of April, 1848, ajred 
over 40 vears. At an earlv ajfe he exhibited an ardent desire 
to procure a chissieal edu<tation, and after tiie removal of his 
mother to Shippensburg he eonuneneed the study of the lan- 
guages under the tuition of different classical teachera in that 
town. After the necessary preparation he entered JefFerson 
College at Canonsbnrg, Penn'a, where lie graduated probabh 
about tlie vear 1829. As his means were limited, he was 
assisted in pro<Mu*ing Ins e<Iueation by Ins relatives, and taught 
school at intervals to ai<l him in gohig thn>ugli colh»ge. After 
graduating he entered the Theological Seminary of the Pres- 
byterian Churcli at Princeton, N. J., where he gradtuited in 
tlieology. He was li<*ensed to preat*h the gospel but was not 
ordained, and servc<l as a domestic missionary in North Caro- 
lina for about a year, an<l subsequently served, as stated supply, 
some churches in Perry county, Penn'a, for a year or two. 
While tliere he wjuh married to Julia Fulwiler, of Ljindisburg, 
Perry county, a most estimable la<ly, who ilied al>out January 
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1836, leaving one son, Williiini Fuhviler, and an infant daugh- 
ter Julia. He ceased preacliing soon after his m:irriage, having 
come into possession of^considerahle means through his uncle, 
John Williamson, and also hy his wife, and removed to Cliilli- 
cothe, Ohio, where he purchased the Sciota Gjlz^Uc^ a weekly 
paper which he published some two years. 

His business operations in Ohio were not successful, and 
while there he became imbued with slveptic:vl tendencies on the 
subject of religion, wliicli, however, he renounced several ye irs 
before his death, and died in the faitli of the gospel. He Wfis 
a man of solid mind and more tiian ordiutiry ability, a strong 
writer and forcible public speaker. Having been a student 
from the lirst and having no opportunity to aicquire business 
habits or experience, he, like many others who pored over 
books in their early years, found himself without the requisite 
qualitications to conduct successfully an}' business enterprise 
in his riper years. 

Setuming from Oliio in 1835, he went into merchandizing 
with his brother, William H., at Mount Union, Huntingdon 
county. Pa., but his wife dying soon afterwards they did not 
long continue in business there. He then went to Philadel- 
phia and engaged in tesiching classical schools, a vocation for 
which he was pecvdiarly well adapted, until his hearing began 
to grow indistinct. He had charge of the Academy at Miles- 
town, Philadelphia, and subsequently at Sunmeytown, Penn'iu 
About this date he was mai'ried to Hanmih Slemmer, of Norris- 
town, Penn'a, a worthy partner of his joys and sorrows, who 
still survives. In the year 1844, having received an appoint- 
ment as clerk in the War Department, he removed to Wash- 
ington City, where he contiuue<l until his death in 1S48. 

He delivered the annual address before the Literary Socie- 
ties of Marshall College, at Mercersburg, Pa., in 1846, which 
was highly spoken of as a literary effort. In person he was 
unlike Ids brothers, being full six feet high, rather raw-boned 
and tlie opposite of corpulency, with Roman nose and promi- 
nent features. He. was a man of piu*e morals mid character, 
of geniid manners and habits, and veiy fond of his relations. 
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He liad the family mark of deafness, ^rhic•ll <]eveIfTpc<I itself 
In Ills raj»e, as well as* in liis l>n>thor "William^ after they were 
thirty years of age. Durinjr the last yetirs of his* life he w^g<\ 
an ear tmmpet, tlirongh xrhidi lie could hear ordiiiaiy eonver- 
Ration ft»adilv. fie waa huried at Washinirton, birt hisiremain.s 
ircre Biibsefjiiently removed to the cemetery at Nomwtomi, Pa, 
Tlie cHiiltlren who survived him hr his tii-st wife were William 
p. and Julia, and hy the Hixtond wife, Margjii-etta, Joseph anil 
A- Slenmier. 

From the addref»s before the students of Marshall College, 
l>efore referred to, we give the following 

BRIKK extract: 

"The natural sriences win, of themselves, effect nrithiiig for 
the cause of religion. Nature point** out no pbui of re<leinp- 
tion, and no mode of pardon jiud forgiveness, and throws no 
light on the darkness of the tomb. No cheering light glitters 
from the gloomy <^iverns of the giiive, nor can any strong hope 
of a bappy immortality enter the mind. Un^iided reason can- 
not, in the works around us, lind out tlie Almighty. Man can 
tnke his tlight through the Heavens, and view countless other 
worlds, all goveme<l by established laws; but he (»mnot Injliold 
Him whose ann is abroa<l on the univei'se. lie onlv sees the 
works of Ilis lian<ls. The false- and ridiculous systems of 
paganism, prove the insufficiency of nature's teachings. Some 
of the profoundest natural phih^sophers have denie<l the very 
existence of Him who made aiwl governs all ; aiwl tliis proves 
the inadecjuacy of nature's instruction. From the very order 
and harmonv oF nature, thcv have l>een led to dethrone the 
Almighty, aii<l phu-e nature herself on the throne, and make 
her their Deity. Tii him who has right printdples and views, 
every new discovery in the physical world, is an exhibition of 
the Creator's wisdom and goodness. Admiration and gratitude 
fill his heart. But the study of physical science alone, will 
hot proiluce these priiudples and views. To the benevolent, 
every Bpet'ies of natural scieiure is regarded as the foundation 
of some art beneficent to man. To him, the highest glory of 
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natural science is, in improving the comUtian and ullevinting 
the miseries of mankimL But tlie study <»f physical science 
itself, is not pjirti<*alarly adapted to inculcate a i*pirit of henev- 
olence, * 

The Creator, who is the author of all science and knowledge, 
has his Chtabli:ihed laws, ami regular operations in the mind 
and lieurt, a« well us in the materisd worhl* These laws, or 
truths, are as uuchangeahle as the throne of the Almighty. 

The studv of tlie mind shall vet furnish the torch which will 
illumine the past, aud light up and explain nnich that is now 
dark and meanin<j:less. It will i^ive a kev to unhtck much that 
is now hidden in man's wars. Much of German t^ilcnt is now 
employed in these s^tudies, ami though errors are «>nsequently 
published, new truths will he discoverer!. We need more 
truths than Locke, Ileid, Stewart and iiruwiu^ have published, 
in mental stdence ; and we need more light, tham such writers 
as Paley, aud our American Wayland, have thrown (m ethics* 
These writers are all, indeed, radically and essentially erro- 
neous and <lefective. 

There is a great <lisposition among us to phice matter above 
mind. We expatiate on the innneusity of creation, and on 
millions of other worlds, and then turn to man's insignificancy. 
It is then forgotten, that njan*s mind is of more importance 
than mere lumps of matter, and all worlds. It will survive 
them all. It now measures the weijrht, dimensions and orbits 
of worfds, and thus shows its ascendency over them. We 
speak of the falls of Niagara as grand and sid)lime, and are apt 
to forscet that the human mind is a far more irrand and sublime 
object. Every law of nature is exercised in the gentle rivulet 
that murmurs through the grove, that is exeixjised in the falls 
of Niagara, and just as nmirh Divine power and goodness are 
displayed in tlie former as in the latter. The fact that the falls 
of Niagara enlarge, very much, a nmn's ideas of the Divine 
power, is but an enrlence of his mental weakness. Man, with 
plenty of powder and other physical means, such as mere 
money could provide, could utterly destroy the phenomenon 
of the cataract of Niagara, or could, at least, change it into » 
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succession of wistwles. It shouhl never l)e forgotten, that 
mind and morals are as far al>ove matter and physical truths, 
as Heaven is above earth ; and our views of mind and monds 
must become more elevated, and our interest more absorl)ed, if 
our liteniture advance. 

Gentlemen, yon live in a glorious ajre, ami stmd on a noble 
soil. In this eidiglitenecl perio<l, and in this exalted land, you 
are rec^civint; the lK?st education tliat our countrv can afford. 
Few, comparatively, in our day, enjoy the sjime advantages^; 
and oh ! how Socrates and Plato, Cic*ero and Demosthenes, 
would have rejoice<l to live in an age like tliis, ami bo permit- 
te<l to know what you nuiy know, and to aivomplish what you 
may accomplish ! Your pursuits arc lofty, and nuiy afford 
pure and elevated pleasure. A vast worhl of thought opens 
wide before you. The lield of science and literature is spread 
out before your admiring gsize; not dark as once, but well 
lighted up with torches. In this seat of learning, you are fur- 
nished with chart and compass, to steer your way.^' 



William F. Pomerov, the oldest child of Jolm N. and Julia 
Pomeroy, was, after the death of his mother, pla(jed in charge 
of his Aunt Mary Pomeroy. He attended the primary school 
in Roxbury, and when about twelve yeai-s of age went to Tus- 
carora Academy, where he remained some two or three veai*s 
preparing for college. Jle tlien entered Marshall College, 
where he about completed the full coui*se, but did not regularly 
graduate, his habits unfortunately l»eing rather intemperate. 
He then went to the Soutliwest, taught school in Arkansas, 
and after leaving a place in that State wliere he had been 
teaching was not heard from afterward. Ilis subsequent his- 
tory is shrouded in mystery. lie was a young man of far 
more than ordinar}', and even of brilliant talents. 

Julia, the only daughter of John and Julia Pomeroy, was 
also raised with her brother by her Aunt Mary. She received 
a good education at the Chand>ersburg and Tuscarora Semi- 
naries, and was married to Mr. Sanniel E. Samuel, of Colum- 
bus, Ohio, in 1857 where she ntill resides. 
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Margarcttu, the oldcKt <^hil(l of John N, and Hannah Ponieroy, 
has resided continuously with liur mother in Norristown. 

Josepli has lieen engas^ed genendly in nientliaiidizing, except 
about five yeai*s, in which he acted as editor of the /Saturday 
Zacalj and local editor of the J'runkliii Rex^ository at Cham- 
bersburg, Pa, At present he is engaged in the drug business 
witli his brotheiMn-law S. £• Samuel, at Columbus, Ohio. 

A. Slemmer has resided at Xorristown ever since his fath- 
er's deatli, and has for several years l>een engaged with his 
uncle, Charles Slemmer, £s<]., in a book stoits. He was mar- 
ried in 1873 to Margaret £• Crawford, daughter of Dr. E. 
Darwin Crawford, of Mitiliutown, Pcnn^u 

FAMILY RGa)KD OF JOHN NKVIK POMEROT. 

John N. Pomeroy, born Februaiy Tith, 1808. 

John N. Pomeroy and Julia Fulwiler, married July 24thy 
1832. 

William F. Pomerov, l)oni Januan' 3<1 1834. 

Julia A. Pomeroy, bom January 26t!i, 1836, and her moth- 
er Julia, dicfl February 2d, 1836. ^ 

Jolm N. Pomeroy and Hannali Slemmer, married Januaiy 
9th, 1843. 

Hannah Slemmer, Ijorn October 9th, 1813. 

John N. Pomeroy died April 24th, 1848. 

Marsniretta S. Pomcrov, lM)ni Januai-v 9th, 1844. 

Joseph Pomeroy, born September 22d, 1845. 

Adam Slemmer Pomeroy, l)orn July 9th, 1347. 

Adam Slemmer Pomeroy was manneil February 5th, 1873, 
to Margaret E. Crawfonl, daughter of Dr. E. Darwin and 
Pamelia Crawford, of Mifflintown, Juniata i:ounty. Pa. 

Edith Pomeroy, daughter of A. Slemmer imd Marg»u*et 
Pomeroy, was lx>m 0<»tol)er 3l6t, 1878. 

Samuel E. Samuel and Julia A. Pomeroy, manied at Rox- 
bury Septeml)er 16th, 1S57. 

Mary Pomeroy Samuel, Iwm August 1st, 1858. 

Carrie Elizabeth Sanmel, Imm August Ist, 1858. 

Anna Maria Samuel, born DecemlxT 21st, 1862. 

Julia Fulwiler Sanmel, bom April 20th, 1866. 
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Ella Jannettc Suninel, l)oni I)c»<*ombcr 7tli, 18^)8. 
Elizabetli Kevin Suiium*!, liom June Ist, 1871. 
Floience Louisa Samuel, lM>ni May 2(1, 1870. 

r>KATHS. 

Came Eli/>Jil>et}i Sanii?€*l died Fel>niarv 24tli 18r»:3. 
Annn Maria Samuel di«l F'ljNniurv !ir)tli, 18^18. 
EUa Jauette Samuel, July 2d, 1870. 



William Reynoldrt Pomcroy, the yiamirest nienilH»r of this 
family, wrts* ]K>rn in Southampton townsliip, Frnnklin county, 
on the 27th (lay of November, 1811. His father's rt*sidenee 
was then on *4Iemm\^ Braneli," in said township. His sch(H)l- 
ing emhmeed only tlie rudiments of a eonnnon Enij;lish eduea- 
tion. Hid father died when he waft a t^mall hov and hi»» moth- 
er reniove<l to Shippenshurii:, where he resided with her and 
with his brother, Daniel Kevin Pomeroy, witli whom he was 
learning the tannins; buiiinesK at tlie time (jf his death in Fel>- 
rnary, 1827. He remained in tlie tanyard until 1829, (hiring 
whieh time he and a fellow apprentice W(»rked out the stoi^k 
in process of tannin«r of liis brother's, and perhaps tanned some 
on their own aeeount. In the spring of 1820 he went to Con- 
cord and entered into partnership with his brother Joseph in a 
store, and they continue*! the business suecH^ssfully nntil 1835, 
when they dissolved, Joseph purchasing his interest in the 
store. Some remarks in tlie sketch of Jose[)li Pomcroy's life 
in regard to the l(x»ation, the advantages and disadvantages i»f 
Concord as a place of businc^ss and residence, w^ill be equally 
applicable at this point of this narrative. William R. Pome- 
roy has lived for a much longer j>erio(l at Concord than any 
other one of the family. He has not l)een there continuously 
'since 1829, but he has resided there without interruption since 
1842, and altogether up to the present date (1880) about 44 
years, or longer tlum the average life of man. 

In 1835 he beinm the merc^antile business with his brother 
John at Mount Union, Huntingdon county, but the h>cution 
at that time proving very unhealthy on account of the preva- 
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lenre of fever aiul :igne, "with which he was much afflicteil, he 
closed up his husiiie^^ thtire after an experieiiee of iihout two 
vears. In 1839 he went intf> u stoif with hishrotlier Thouuis, 
nt Roxbury. lie and his siriter Marv kept h<Mise tliere, and 
Elizabeth N., William 1\ and Jnlia Ponierov were Uiembew 
of their family. In 1842 he returne<l to Concord, an arrange- 
ment having l>een ma<le U^tween Joseph, William R. and John 
M. Pomeroy to form a partnership to enrr}' on the store, and 
nlfio to buihl a tannery, and pi-osecnte the business of tanning. 
The partnership eontinued until 1847, and was 8ne<'es*?ful, the 
tanning luisiness during that periocj lieing moderately protita- 
ble. Joseph Pomeroy (hiring the term of tliis partnership 
gave most of his time t<» tlie tlie tanning, ami with daily con- 
sultation witli his brotlier William, who hafl a l>etter practical 
knowledge of tanning, tliey got along very well with the busi- 
ness. In 1845 he w:us married to Miss Elizabetli Maclav, of 
Concord, who died in April, 1874, aged 55 years. She was 
an excellent wife and mother, an<l e.\tii*melv domestic in her 
inclinations and habits. In 1847 he purchased the store and 
the real estate connected with it in Conc(»rd, and continued 
the business until 1807, when he retired, juid liasnotsinc« l)eeii 
engaged in any active^ business. His means are sufficient to 
uffonl liim nifu-e than an ample supi>«>rt« 

William IL Pomeroy is possessed of all tlie qualities which 
mark the family, strict sr)brietv, lirm inteirritv and devotion to 
the right, natiu'al talents, and sound <*onnnon sense, and warm 
Hffe<?tion for his relatives. He is a man of generous impulses, 
ever ready to help a friend, antl aveivic to oppitjssing, in any 
way, the poor amd unfortunate. His wonl is an good i\& liis 
oath at anv time, an<l he is universally esteeme<l in his own 
neighltorhood for his many sterling (pialities of head and heart. 
He has a fondness f(»r reading, ami is thoroughly posteil in the 
current events of the day. He was in younger life a very fine 
looking man, ami was doubtless the best looking member of 
the familv. He has the familv mark of deafness, which first 
began to manifest itself when he was al)out 35 years of age. 
He has five children surnving, viz : Aral)ella Maclay, Roljert 
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Maday, Elizjibeth Nevin, John and "William. Arabella is 
married to James Diehl, and thcv reside in Adams conntj, 
Penn'a. Ilol)ert when alK>ut sixteen yeai*s of age went to 
Parkesburg, Pa., where he remained seveml years in tlie store 
of J. Nevin Pomeroy, when he removed to Iowa, and is now 
doing business at Shelby. Elizabeth is at home with lier fa- 
ther. John, after graduating at Dickinson College, Carlisle 
Penn'a, went to Iowa, and is now engjiged in busjiixess witli his 
brother Robert. William, the youngest, is still with his father 
at Concoitl, but is about to enter the Normal School at Sliip- 
pensburg. Tliey all received a good education. 



CHAPTER V. 

Of the ancestors of Daniel Nevin, the {n^it-gramlfather of 
the writer of these 8ket<;hes, I ani unahle to learn anything, 
and but little of himself, prior t(» his resi<ience in this county. 
Ue was associated in business with William Reynolds, senior, 
at the time of iiis death and subsequently marrie<l his widow 
on the 4th of December, 1770. There were bom to them 
children as follows, viz : 

Elizaliethy born December 4th, 1771; marrie<l to Jolm Poni- 
eroy on the 12th of May, 1794, ami died hi 182«. 

Sarah, lioni May 22, 1774; nuii-ried to Daniel Henderson. 

John, bom November 21, 177B. 

Man', bom Jime 23d, 1779 ; marrie<l to Mr. Maday, and 
aubsequeutly when a widow to Mr. Cook. 

David, bora Febmary 23d, 17S2. 

Daniel Nevin die<l Dec*end)er ftth, 1813, aged 69 years and 
3 months, and liis widow, Mar«j:aret, died May 2d, 1822, aged 
80 years and 6 months. Daniel Nevin was bom August 28th, 
1744, lind his ^vife, Margaret Williamson-RejTiolds-Nevin, was 
bom October 24th, 1741. Daniel Nevin lived at the tavern 
fttand on the Strasburg rotul at Herron's bnmch. The farm 
on wliich his* son-in-law, John Pomerov, lived a few vears 
prior to his death, a^ljoined this farm l>elow, on HerronV 
branch, and on the western or Strasburj^ side of that stream. 
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At thiB taveni stand Daniel Nevin found his wife, in tlie per- 
aou of Mrs. Marnpiret Reynolds, a widow, who wa« then keep- 
ing tlie hotel, and they continued to keep it for some time 
after their nuirria*;^. At this time, l)efore the heginning of 
the great temperance refonnation, the husiuess of hotel keep* 
inir was quite re8]:ectable, and the keepeit) of hotels on this 
great thoroughfare to Pittshurg and the West were men of 
mark and influence, and wiehled \\s» much power as any other 
dass of citizens. Before the day of turnpikes the stream of 
travel went hy way uf Shippenshurg and Strashurg westward. 
It was hy this route that the army of Washington marehe<l 
when going to quell the v^liiskey insurrection in 1794, and 
WashingtcHi himself retunRul hy this route from Bedfonl and 
took dinner at the hotel of Daniel Nevin. Pei-sirtis now living 
have it from members of Daniel Nevin's familj', that Wash- 
ington and his staff stopped there for dinner and tliat M'hen 
aske<1 what tliej* would like to have he replietl, "an old-fash- 
ioneil farmer's pot-pie," which was furnished. Some persons 
who knew Mr. Nevin personally describe<l him to me as an 
amiable and intelligent gentleman, a good citizen, held in the 
highest estimation by the community, and a meml)er of the 
clinrcjh at Middle Spring, where liis remains repose, awaiting 
tlie resurrection of the just at the last day. 

Elizabeth Nevin, who was nuirried to John Pomeroy, left 
five sons and one daughter, whose history has been sketclied 
in the Pomerov familv. 

Sarali Nevin, who was nmrriecl to Daniel Henderson, had 
two daughters and one son, as follows: Samuel D. Henderson, 
died April. 14th, 1857, aged about 60 years; Elizabeth B. 
M'Pherson, born Januarj- 14th, 1801, die<l August 30tli, 18G2; 
Margaret W. Cochran, died August 24th, 1824, aged 19 years, 
8 months and 26 davs. Samuel D. Henderson left two sons, 
Daniel anil Stephen C. Henderson. Elizabeth B. MTherscm 
had seven sons named William 8anHK4, Daniel Hendei*son, 
John Williamson, George Edward, Samuel Davidson, Benja- 
i/iin Revnolds, and Theo<1ore Horatio Nevin. All these still 
survive extrept^Willhim, the oldest, who died when young, 
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soon after his inarriHtrt'* 

Mrs. Sarali Ileiulersoii died April 17th, 1833. Her liufi- 
bandy Daniel Uenders<>n, whs bom A.uguAt 22d, 1768, and died 
Septeuil>er 26th, 1852. / 

John Nevin was a man of liberal education, having gradu- 
ated at Dickinson College, Carlisle, Pa., in 1797. Tlie orig- 
inal manusctript of his gruihiating address is still in the pos- 
session of a member of the family. It Wiis copied a few years 
ago into the Press^ wlien edited l»y liis grandson, Capt. 'W. W. 
Nevin, and I have a copy of it pisted in the book from whicli 
tliese sketclies are mainly copied. His subjei't was "Domestic 
Slavery," which he (UMiounceil in bold and pungent language, 
and his position must have been aliead of public sentiment, 
as the "peculiar institution'' was then flourishing, and its 
advocates were strong an<l powerful. The following extract 
from it \nll give a fair i<lea of tlie whole speeiJi: 

"The silence of contempt is more suitable than dispute with 
those who vindicate their right to enslave the unfortimate 
negroes, by arguing tliat they are an inferior link of the chain 
of nature, and tlieretore doomed to slaver}\ And yet it is im- 
possible for a considerate and unprejudiced mind to think of 
this without horror. That a man, a rational and immortal 
being, should l>e treated on tlie same footing with a l>ea8t, or 
piece of wood — bought, sohl and entirely subjected to the will 
of another man, wliose ecjual he is by nature, and whose su- 
perior he may be in virtue and underBtan<iing, and all this for 
no crime, but merely l>ecause he was bom in a certain country, 
or of certain parents, or because he differs from him in the 
shape of his nose, the color of his skin, or tlie size of his lips. 
If this be ecpiitable, or excusable, or even pardonaiJe, it is in 
vain to talk anv lon&cer of the eternal distinction of rii^ht and 
wrong, truth and falsehood, goo<l and evil." 

John Nevin never studied a profession, but settled do\Mi 
quietly on a farm in Letterkenny township, Franklin county. 
His snperior education, and general intelligence and ability, 
gave him promineiu« among men, and he was an influential 
citizen of Cumberland Vallev. He was two or three times 
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the iaindiclttte of the Fedeml party for the Legishitiire in 
Franklin county, hut as they were alwayi* in the mhiority he 
WM8 defeated In the hiter rears of hi» life he reniove<l to a 
fann near Shippenshurjr, on which he died ahout the year 
1829, gi-eatl}' helove<I and re>pefte<l hv the whole eonininnity. 
His children were John W. Nevin, D. D. L. L D., late Presi- 
dent of Franklin and Marslndl College; ProfcRftor William 
M. Kevin, ako of Lancaster; Rev. Daniel Nevin, Theodore 
H. and Ilol>ert Nevin, all of Pittshnrg, Pa., and three 
danghtei*s, .niarrie<l respectively to Dr. Findley, Rev, A. 
Brown, D. D., and Mr. Irwin. 

Mar%' Nevin was first married to Mr. Mattlav, a hrother of 
Robert Maclay, hite of Concord, Franklhi county. She had 
two children at leuht hy her first marriage, one of whom war> 
John Maclay, hitely,or yet of Alabama, ami Margaret, mar- 
ried to John Bronkens of Ohio. By her second marriage she 
had two children, the late Isaac. Cook of Western Pennsylva- 
nia, who WJ18 a PiX'shyterian minister of more than ordinary 
eloquence and ability, and his sister. Mi's. Sarah Ilowe, u 
widow, of Chicjigo, Illinois, 

David Kevin was the youngest member of this family, and 
Rurviveil the others many years. In early life he remove<l 
from Herron's branch, where he was bom, to Shippensburg, 
and >>egan business as a merchant. lie subsequently, in con- 
net^ion with his mercantile business, beitame a large dealer in 
flour, grain and c'ountry produc-e generally. lie also <lealt 
largely in real estate an<l at the time of his death was pos- 
sessetl of sevend of the best farms in Cumberland Valley. 
He was a meml)er of the <*onvention to amend the Ctmstitu- 
tion of Pennsylvania in 18H7, and he was also a prominent 
and influential citizen. He died May 27th, 1848, aged sixty- 
six years and thi-ee n»onths. His children, who survived him, 
were Joseph P., (<lied in 1850), Mrs. Caroline Riinkhi, Rev. 
Eilwin H. Nevin, D. D., Rev. Alfred Nevin, D. D. L. L. D., 
Mrs. Jnne M. Reynolds, Mrs. Mary P. Tustin, SHDiuel W. 
Nevin, Dr. W. W. Nevin, and Major D. R. B. Nevin. 
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THE WILLIAMSONS. 

It ^^'ill he observed in the preceding sketch of Daniel 
Nevin, that his \vife, who was the cotninon mother of all the 
Nevins and Ponieroj's of our bninch of tliese families now 
living, was Mi's. Reynolds, a widow, wliose maiden name was 
Margaret Williamson. Her father, John Williamson, was 
originallj' a clothing merchant of Dublin, Ireland, who emi- 
grateii to this country and settled in West Nottingham town- 
ship, Cliester <!ounty, Penn'a., in 1730, where he was married 
to a ladv who was also a native of Ireland, named Mai*v Dav- 
ison. He subsequently removed to near Shippensburg, where 
he died in 1757. His wife die<l in 1804 at tlie advanced age 
of 90 years. His daugliter Margaret was nuirried to William 
Reynolds wlien quite young by wliom she had three cljildren, 
one daughter was married to Francis Graham, of Eoxbury, 
and another to William Herron. William, the son, was mar- 
ried to a sister of Robert Maclav, of Concoitl. Their children 
who grew to matnre yeai-s were William, John, Chai'les 
Maclay, Hugh Williamson, Margaret, married to A. S. Mc- 
Kinney, Eleanor, married to Mr. Plummer, £li»ibetb, Nancy 
and Mary Catharine. 

John Williamson, our foreign ancestor, had ten children, but 
I have no account of any but four of them. His son Jolm 
lived an old bachelor, and died about 1831 at an advanced age. 
He was long engaged in mercantile pursuits in Charleston, S. 
C, and left at his death a veiy hirge estate to Iiis numerous 
relatives. Margaret, a daughter, was Mi's. Reynolds and sub- 
sequently Mrs. Ne^^n. Another brother lived in England, and 
one of his gi-.mdsons is now an Episcopal preacher there, with 
whom some of the family have recently had some correspond- 
ence. A sister of Sir William Wallace, the Scottish chieftain, 
was married to Mr. Williamson, an ancestor of John William- 
son. 

Hugh Williamson, LL. D., another son of John Williamson, 
and brother of Mrs. Margaret Nevin, was one of tlie most 
prominent men of the coimtry after the Revolutionary War, 



86 History of the Pomeroy Family, 

m 

in which lie served as surgeon. For a sketch of Dr. Hugh 
Williamson collected from a fuller history of this eminonf 
man, I am indebted to the £Ion. J. Smith Futhey, of West 
Chester, by whom it was prepared and published as one of a 
aeries of papers sketching prominent citizens of Chester comity : 

HON. HUGH WIUJAMSON, M. D., LL. IK 

Hugh Williams<m was horn of Scotch-Irish parenrs, in the 
township ot West Nottingham, Chester ci>unty, on the 5th of 
December, 1735. These Scotch-Irish immigrants have been 
.remarkable in our country f .ir their enterprise, and for the 
intellectual development of their desirendants. His father, 
John Williams<m, (who had l>een a clothitu* in Dublin,) came 
to Chester c*ounty about tlie year 1730. His mother, Mary 
Davison, was a native of Derry, and c4ime hither with lier 
father, George Davison, when a cliild of aliout three years of 
age. She died about 1804, in her 90th year. The parents of 
Hugh Willhunson were married in 1731. They had ten chil- 
dren — six sons and four daughters. Hugh was their eldest son. 
Being slender and delicate, his father resolved to give him a 
liberal education. After the connnon preparatory instruction, 
he was sent at an early age to leani tlie languages, at the 
academy at New London cross roa<ls, under Rev. Fraiuds Al- 
lison,—- the Busl>y of the Western Hemisphere. Among the 
pupils of that senunary may be mentitmetl Charles Thompson, 
Dr. John Ewing, Thonuis McKean and Benjamin Kush. Af- 
ter Dr. Allisoifs transfer to Philadelphia, Hugh Williamson 
went to the Academy at Newark, Delaware, where he pre- 
pared for college. He entered the Philadelphia college in 
17$3, remadned there for about four years aind graduated A. 
B. May 17, 1757. He was fond of nuithematics and became 
a proficient in Euclid. His father, who had, shortly bef on» 
this, removed to Shippensbiu'g, Cundterland county, Pennsyl- 
vania, died the year Hugh grathuited, as above ; whereu|H)n be 
became sole executor, and resided with his mother for about 
two years, settling his father's estate. He became early im- 
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pressed with a sense of relijdon, and while with his mother de- 
voted much time to the ntxidy of divinity, iwder tlie anspices 
of Kev, Dr. Samuel Finley, with a view to the cleri<5al profes- 
sion. In 1759 Hngli went to Connecticut, where he still pui^ 
sued his theological btudies, and was licensed to preach the 
gospel. He preached hut a short time — ^not exceeding two 
years — when lie found that his health and strength of lungs 
would not permit the <hitics of the oiKce, and he was never or- 
dained. Moreover, the memorahle controversy in the Pres- 
byterian church between the adlierents of Wliitefield and the 
old ortliodox party, proved a source of disgust to him, which 
induce^l him to withdraw from theological pursuits, to which 
lie had become sincerely attau-JieiL lie ^u^'ordingly left the 
pulpit and entered upon the study of medicine. 

In 1760 he received the degree of A. M. in Philadelphia col- 
lege ; and soon after %vas appointe<l professor of niatliematies 
in tliat institution ; but cr>ntinue<l his me<lical studies. 

October 8, 1763, he gave notice of his intende<l resignation 
of the professorship ; and in 1764 he went to prosecute his 
medical studies at the XJniversitv of Edinburi!:h. He after- 
wards spent a j^ear in London at his studies, and from thence 
crossed over to Holland, smd completed his medical education 
at Utricht. Having passeil the usual examinations and sub- 
mitted a Latin thesis, he obtained the degree of doctor of med- 
icine. Having spent some time in travelling on the continent 
of Europe, he bent his eoiu-se toward his native country. 

Upon his return Dr. "Williamson pra<;tise<l medi<dnc in Phil- 
adelphia for a few years. In 1768 he was chosen a mem]>er of 
the American Philosophical society. His health failing, he 
resolved to try mcitrjuitile pui-suits. But meanwhile for a time, 
devoted himself to literary aiul philosophical investigations. 
In January, 1769, he was appointed by the Philosophical so- 
ciety on a committee with the Kev. Dr. Ewing, David Kitten- 
house and diaries Thompson, to observe the transit of VentiSy 
which occun*ed on the M of June in that year; smd soon after 
to observe the transit of Mercaryj which took place November 
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9, 1769. In that year, iilso, he philosophised on the con^et. 
In 1770 he published observations on Climate in the "Ameri- 
can Philosophical Transactions." In 1772 he visited the West 
Indies, to collect contrilmtions in aid of the Newark A<*ade- 
my. In 1773 Governor John Penn certified to the "gocxl 
credit and reputation" of Rev. John Ewing and Ilu^h Wil- 
liamson, M'ho were authorized to pi"0<*eed to Europe to solicit 
fdrther aid for said academy. They persevered under difticul- 
ties until the autunm of 1775, when hostilities \rith the colo- 
nies eommence<l. Dr. Ewin«r returned hcune ; but Dr. Wil- 
liamson resolved to remain, and make further efforts for the 
Academy. Dr. Williamson was the first to report the destruc- 
tion of tea at Boston. On that o<*casi(m he venture<l to declare 
liis opinion, tluit coerc»ive measures by parliament would result 
in civil war. Lonl Nortli himself declaretl, that Dr. William- 
8on was the first person who, in his hearing, intimated the 
probability of such an event. Dr. Williamson, wliile in Lon- 
don, was the man (probably with the aid, or at the suggestion 
of Sir John Temple,) who procured the lettei's of Iluchinsou, 
Oliver and others, aiul caused tliem to be delivered to Dr. 
Franklin, who sent them to Boston, ior which Wedderburne, 
before the privy coimcil, called Franklin a "thieP— or in other 
words — JIo7no trinvi Uterartitn. [F. U. R.] 

After causing the Huchinson correspondence to reach Dr. 
Franklin, it was deemed expedient by Dr. Williamson to take 
an early conveyance next day for IIf»lland. It was supposed 
by John Adams that Mr. David Ilartly, a member of parlia- 
ment, and a good friend of the Americans, was the person 
through whom tlie letters reached Dr. Franklin. On tlie De- 
claration of Independence, Dr. Williamson returned to the 
United States, and engsiged for a time with a brotiier in trade 
with the West Indies, liis residence then was at Edenton, 
North Carolina. In 1779-80, when the British took possi*ss- 
ioQ of Charleston, South Carolina, a large draft of military 
from North Carolina was ordered for the relief of South Car- 
olina; on which occasion the connuHndcr, Gov. Caswell, phiccd 
Br. Williamson at the head of the metlical department. After 
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the battle of Camden, August 18, 1780, which the doctor wit- 
nessed, he requested Gen. Caswell to give him a flag, that lie 
might go and attend to the wonnded North Carolina prisoners. 
The General advised him to send some of the regimental sur- 
geons, inasmuch as his duty did not require him to go. Dr. 
"Williamson replied that such of the regimental surgeons as he 
had seen refused to go— afraid of the consequences. " But," 
said he, "If I have lived until a flag will not protect me, I 
have outliveil my country : and, in that case, have lived a day 
too long.^ He went and remained two months in the enemy's 
camp, rendering good service to the sick of both armies, 
where his skill was highly esteemed. At the close of the war, 
Dr. Williamson served as a representative of Edenton, in the 
house of commons of North Carolina. 

He was next sent to Congress from '* the old North State,-* 
where he continued for three years. Writing to President 
Dickinson, of Penns^-lvunia, from New York, while in Con- 
gress, January 14, 17S5, about John Franklin and the other 
Connecticut intruders, at Wyoming, Dr. Williamson says in 
the conclusion of a letter : — " I have taken the liberty of giv- 
^g you a full information, as I cannot cease to feel myself 
interested in the peace and reputation of a state which gave 
me birth.'' In the year 1786, he was one of the few delegates 
sent to Annapolis, to re\-ise and amend the Articles of Con- 
federation of the union ; and in 1787, he was a delegate from 
North Carolina to the convention which framed the Constitu- 
tion of the United States. Dr. Williamson was a zealous 
advocate of the new Constitution and was a member of the 
State Convention which adopted it. He ser^'ed in the first 
and second congress, and then declined a re-election. In Jan- 
nary, 1783, he married Miss Maria Apthorpe, of New York, 
where ' he came to reside, and had two sons, who both died 
young. He continued industriously to write on various phi- 
losophical subjects ; was an advocate of the great New York 
canal sj stem; an active promoter of philanthropic, literary, 
and scientific institutions ; and in 1812, gave to the world his 
History of North Carolina. After a long life devoted to the 
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beet interests of huniaiuty, Dr. Hugh Williamson died sud- 
denly, at New York, on the 22d of May, 1819, in the 85th 
year of his age. Of him it may safely be predicated, that he 
was an ornament to his eountr}% and one of tlie most eminent 
and useful men which the ancient ixjunty of Chester has 3*et 
produced. For an interesting account of Dr. Williamson see 
Dr. Hosiick's Memoir in the transactions of the New York 
Historical society. 



To the Editor of fh : Fravklin Bepository: 

A HISTORIC KAMILT. • 

Previous to the rear 1730, no white settler had vet erected 
his cabin west of the Susquehanna. The Indian tribes, the 
aboriginal owners of the sr^il, still remained its sole possessors; 
and their villages and wigwams were the only evidences of 
human life which were to be found in the rich and t>eautiful 
Cumberland Valley. Yet, from the eastern bank of the river 
the covetous eye of the pioneer, cast long glances over the 
fair region which lay beyond, impatiently awaiting tlie time 
when he might safely cross over and occupy the hmd. It 
was a perilous undertaking, full of danger, yet the daring 
spirit of the sturdy Scotch-Irish race was willing to accept the 
risk. 

In that year Benjamin Cliambers built his primitive log 
dwelling at the confluence of tlie Conococheague and the 
Falling Spring. Simultaneously, the tliree McDowell broth- 
ers settled at the present village of Bridgeport, at which point 
John erected a mill, which, at a later period, he surrounded 
with a stockade, converting it into a fort, for protection 
against the incursions of the Indians, who made frequent mur- 
derous forays into this section of the valley, after the disas- 
trous defeat of Braddock in July, 1755. In the same year, 
1730, Thomas Pomeroy, the first American ancestor of the 
Pomeroy family, who have for a century and a-half been 
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honorably identiiied with the history of Lurgan township, 
located in tlie north-eastern section of the present county of 
Franklin, near the base of the Kitttitinnv Mountains. At this 
period the wliole of tlie Curnberhm'l Valley, called by its 
dusky owners the "Kittochtinny," and by the settlers east of 
the Susquehanna, the "North Valley,'' was then included 
within the territorial bounds of Lancaster county, which, 
indeed, embraced all of the province lying beyond the western 
bank of that river. A few years later, in 1735, the land in 
this section of Franklin county, was included in Hopewell 
Township, Lancaster County. In 1741, Hopewell Township, 
which include<l all of Franklin County east of the Kittatinny 
Mountain, as well Jis a large part of Cn!nl)erland county, was 
further divided into two vast townships, the enstem retain- 
ing the original name, Hopewell, and the western, that of 
Antrim. The date at which Lurgan township was formed 
cannot l>e definitely ascertained, but it may be given as 1750, 
the year in which Cumberland County was erected. 

The name of Pomeroy is Frencli, and signifies royal apple. 
The first meml>er of the family of whom any re<*,ord is pre- 
served, was a Huguenot, who lived in Paris until the ruthless 
slaughter of French Protestants on Saint Bartholomew's day, in 
1672. He was a fine scholar, and was engaged in teaching a 
classical school at this dark period of religious persecution. On 
the night of tliat dreadful day, in company with some of his co- 
religionists, he escapefl to Ireland, His descendants lived in 
Ireland a hundred years after his death; but of their history 
we have no particular. Tliey resideil in the province of Ulster. 
Thomas Poraei-oy, the first of the family who came to America, 
was bom in Ireland, but removed to Liverpool, and engaged 
in mercantile pursuits in that city, before he determined to 
seek his fortune in the boundless wilds of Penn's distant 
province. ArriWng in America, he pushed l)oldly into the 
western wilderness, and finally selected a rich tnict of land, 
about two miles east of Roxbury , through which flowed a snudl 
mountain stream, now known as "Rebiick's Run." Near the 
bank of the stream, al)ont a fourth of a mile from the ^^State 
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Road," a highway rnnning from Boxbnry to Newbni^, he 
bailt his cabin of logs, 'with its enstomary hnge stone eliim- 
nej on the ontside, and also cleared a small adjacent patch 
of land to serve as a garden. Here he lived in quiet isolation 
antil 1770, the year of his death. In consequence of this 
event, his son Thomas, who was bom in Lnrgan township, in 
1783, and had reached the period of mature manliood, now 
became the head of the family. All the other sons, three in 
number, and three dangliters, went furtlier west and settled in 
Westmoreland and Mercer counties, and in the Indian wars 
whidi soon followed, the sons became conspicuous for their 
military services. 

On the ancestral homestead Tliomas resided, peacefully cul- 
tivating his small clearing and supplying his family plentifully 
with the result of his hunting excursions, as the localitv 
abounded in game of all varieties. His quiet life was ulti- 
mately broken by a most unexpected and tragic interruption. 
The Indian tribes had been friendly since their severe punish- 
ment inflicted by Col. John Annstrong, nt iuttanning, in Sep- 
tember, 1756. Early in 1763, the celeV>rated Ottawa Chief, 
Pontiac, planned the famous conspiracy which beai*s his name, 
by means of which he hoped to drive the pale-faced intruders 
from the hunting grounds of his ancestors. Soon the dreaded 
invasion came, and the whole wide region east of the moun- 
tain range was devastated by the infuriated savages. The 
inhabitants were cruelly nmrdered and their dwellings destroyed 
by lire. Divided into small parties, there was no nook or cor- 
ner of the valley that they did not visit ; and, in a few days, it 
was literally depopulated ; as those who escaped the tomahawk 
and scalping knife souglit refuge in Shippensburg, Carlisle 
and other places of safety east of the Susquehanna. In the 
general destruction, the family of Thomas Pomcroy did not 
jBSoape. Near his house was a ^4ick'' to which the deer were 
accustomed to resort, and whither Thomas was in tlie habit of 
going to shoot them. In the early morning of July 21st, 1763, 
Thomas was at his hiding place waiting the approach of his 
unsuspecting game. After a short absence he returned home. 
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Bat the Indians had also been there, and left terrible evidences 
of their sanguinary visit. The lifeless IxKlies of his wife and 
two children met his horriiied gaze, having been both toma- 
hawked and scalped by the lurking fiends, who were doubtless 
hidden in the vicinity, awaiting the expected absence of their 
protector, whom the savages feared to attack, knowing that 
some of tliem would surely fall before his deadly riile. A Mrs. 
Johnston, who was at the house at the time, but whether an 
inmate or merely a visitor, is not known, met a similar fate, 
but life was not yet extinct upon the return of Thomas. The 
Penn8ylva7ua Gazette^ in a brief account of the tragedy, says 
that this lady, ^^showing some signs of life, was brought to 
Shippensburg in a most miserable condition some hours after- 
ward, being sctdped, one of her arms broken, and her skull 
tractured with a tomahawk." These victims of savage ferocity 
were buried on the eastern side of the ^^State Boad,*^ and over 
tlieir graves tlie bam of the late John A. Bebuck was subse- 
quently built. A few years ago a small cleared space at the 
margin of a woods a pile of stones indicated the location of 
Thomas Pomeroy's residence. 

The second wife of this gentleman was Mary Oraham, 
daughter of Francis Graham, Sr., who lived and died on the 
farm adjoining Roxbury on the east, and now owned by his 
great-great-grandson, Alexander W. Pomeroy, of Shippens- 
burg. 

Francis Graham, Jr., who was a soldier in the Bcvolution, 
inherited this property from his father; but, in his latter days, 
lived in the small log house, near the homestead, now owned 
by James Pattei-son. 

A brother of the second Thomas Pomeroy, named John, 
was also married to a daughter of Francis Graham, Sr., before 
his removal to Westmoreland county . John Pomeroy became 
a prominent citizen of the western part of the State, and dis- 
tiaguished himself as Colonel of a regiment of troops in the 
Indian wars. His other brothers were named George and 
Samrel; and, as already intimated, became prominent citizens 
in their new homes. 
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The entire first family of tlie second Thomas was, as we 
have seen, destroye<l by Indians. A large second family, re- 
sulting from his marriage with Miss Graham, consisted of 
eight sons and three daughters. Tlie sons were respectively 
named Tliomtis, Joseph, John, George. Francis, Charles, James 
and Isaac. The names of the daughters were, Elizabeth, af- 
terwards Mrs. White ; Margaret, who married Mr. Adams, 
and Mary, who subsequently became Mi's. Caldwell. All 
these children moved to the western part of the State, except 
John, Charles and Mra. White, who remained in Franklin 
connty. John Pomeroy was married to Elizabeth Nevin, of 
Southampton township, and left five sons and one daughter, 
all of whom were born in Lurgan township. The names of 
the sons were Daniel Nevin, father of John M. Pomerov, Ed- 
itor of the Franklin Repository \ Thomas, Joseph, John and 
William. Mary was the name of the daughter. Of 
these children the hist named son alone survives, and resides 
in Concord, Franklin county, Pa. 

Thomas Pomero}', the second, died in 1803, leaving several 
large farms situated near Koxbury, to his children. This 
gentleman, it will be remembere<l, was the grandfather of the 
late Judge Thomas Pomeroy, of Roxbury, who was so exten- 
dvely and favorably known in this part of Pennsylvania. 

It will be observed that during the long period in which 
the Pomeroy family resided in Lurgan" to^^^lship, at least one 
member has borne the name of Thomas. Thomas, son of 
Judge Pomeroy, died in Roxbury in 1862. A young son of 
Rev. John J. Pomeroy, of Rah way, New Jersey, is the only 
member of the family by whom it is perpetuated. 

During the long lapse of time intervening since the settle- 
ment of the first Pomeroy in Lurgan township, 1730, the suc- 
cessive members of the family have been hirge land holders, 
and have borne a prominent part in the development of its 
resoiurces. They have all been distinguished for sterling 
integrity, rigid morality, and fine business qualifications, which 
always gave them the first position among the most conspicuous 
and useful citizens of their section 
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For many years the late Juilge Thomas Pomeroy, then the 
head of the f atnily, was engaged in Uinnuig and merchandizing, 
in addition to liis superintendence of Ids several farms. Hav- 
ing relinquished the trade of tanning, he was followed in the 
mercantile business successively by his sons, Thomas, Andrew, 
and Alexander W. Pomeroy. 

It cannot be otherwise than a subject of regret that, after so 
long a residence, there are now no members of tlie family liv- 
ing in their old home ; Mrs. Mary Ann Pomeroy and her son, 
Alexander, having removed to Shippensbiirg in the spring of 
1879. Their large landed estates, however, still remain in the 
possession of the heirs of the lute Judge Pomeroy. Huguenot 
and Scotch-Irish Presbyterians from the beginning, few or no 
members of tlie family have ever felt disposed to renounce the 
doctrines of the churcli, as embodied in tlie Westminster Con- 
fession, the faith of their fathers. l. 

Dr. Lane kindly contributed the above to the history at my 
request. 



To tf^ Editor of the Franklin Repository. 

A MEMOKIAL. 

A short time since tlie writer visited the hallowed locality 
of Middlespring. He rambled over the old graveyard near 
the Spring, beneath whose sod the " rude forefathers of the ham- 
let sleep,'^ and paused over the ashes of slumbering Kevolu- 
tionary patriots, who fought to insure tlie independence that 
we now enjoy. Here the mortal remsiins of the patriotic Dr. 
Cooper, who accompanied many of his parishioners, now lying 
in dose proximity, followed the army of Washington in 
its disastrous retreat through New Jersey, during the dark- 
est period of the uncertain conflict. For many years after the 
dose of the War, he was an equally faithful soldier of the Cross. 
In this old buriid place rest tlie remains of many distinguished 
men and women who took an active part in the prominent 
and momentous events with which tlie Sevolutionaiy period 
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was crowded, and whose names have become historical. The 
graves of tliose are far the most part unmarked, and cannot 
now be determined. In this respect it contrasts strikingly with 
the modem cemetery on the hill, in the rear of the Church, in 
which numerous marble stones and imposing shafts commemo- 
rate the memories ami virtues of the hiter members of the 
Congregation. Near the western gate, in a square, inclosed 
by an iron fence, are a row of graves in which many members 
of the Pomeroy family rest. Among the marble slabs which 
indicate the names of their occtupants is one bearing the follow- 
ing insi^ription : 

Anna E, Pomeroy, the youngest daughter of Tliomas and 
Mary Ann Pomeroy, was born inRoxl)ury,on June 17th, 1849. 
Anna Pomeroy possessed in an eminent degree, those estim- 
able qualities of head and heart whicli win and retain the love 
and admiration of the world. She was gentle, simple and 
natural, and was singularly favored by nature with rare 
physical and mental endowments. She exceptionally cM>mbined 
the winning artlessness of innocent girlhood, with the graceful 
dignity of the matured woman. There was an irresistable 
fascination in her presence, which all who came \rithin range 
of itB mystic injBiuence felt and spontaneously acknowledged. 
To say that she was emphatically the beloved idol of a large 
acquaintance, is simply, without exaggeration, stating a 
recognized truth. 

She was bom in Eoxbur}', near the foot of the North moun- 
tain, in the vicinity of which her ancestors had lived for more 
than a century. After acquiring the rudiments of an educa- 
tion in the village school, she entered tlie female seminary of 
Mrs. Williams, located at Newburg, in Cumberland county. 
She remained here, making satisfactory advances in her stud- 
ies, tntil the school was removed to Harrisburg. A warm re- 
ciprocal attachment having spnmg up between her and her 
tmcher, Anna followed the school to that city. She remained 
there until her graduation in the month of June, 1866. Her 
valedictory essay was styled "A Model Character," and is it- 
sell a model of its class, rising high above the usual standard 
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of such exercises. It is written in simple and classic English, 
and exliibits a matnrity of thonght and elegance of diction 
which are rarely combined in one so vonna: in rears, and whose 
period of study was somewhat limited. It exhibits the finish- 
ed elegance of the practiced writer, rather -Iktrt the expected 
immatm'ity of the unpracticed school-girl. 

In her early girlhood, while in the Newburg Seminary, she 
gave her pare and youthful heart to God, and attaelied herself 
to the Congregation of Middlespring, imder the pastoral 
charge of the Eev% I. N. Hays. 

A loring, refined and sensitive girl seems naturally attracted 
towards her Creator, and her character appears incomplete 
and inconsistent until she has given her pure heart to her Re- 
deemer. Seading, in the towering peaks of the neighl>oring 
mountain — ^in the rippling waves of the Conodoguinet, on 
whose banks she was accustomed to stroll in the twilight of 
departing day — ^in the majestic forests, the most familiar 
objects upon which her eyes rested — the evidence of an 
Almighty hand, she was soon, almost unconsciously, taught 
to look from these beautiful creations up to the beneticent 
Creator at whose command they sprang iTito existence, and 
gave her heart to him. lIThen the proper time arrived for her 
to make a public acknowledgment of her duty, liy uniting with 
the church, she discharged this obligtition as calmly and cheer- 
fully as she was accustomed to discharge the ordinary duties 
of her every day life. 

Death came very suddenly, and his invasion of the citadel 
of her peaceful life was very rude and painful. But he came 
shorn of his terrors, because she firmly trusted in One greater 
than he, who wx)uld aid and rescue her in the dreadful trial. 
After fearful snfEering during three days, she passed gently 
into the repose of Heaven, bearing briglit witness to the last 
how a confidence in the blood of Christ can divert Death and 
the grave of their terrors. 

Although her life was so short, yet she was an agent through 
whom God accomplished much good ; for her bright example 
of a holy and unselfish life lingers around the home of her 
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childliooil, liko the ileliciite f ragi'jince of the wihl flowei's whiVIi 
eximlecl their vohitile oilurs in lier aceustomed liannts in tlie 
laurelled bowers on tlie mountain streams, to which she v;as? 
woat to resort in her communinirs with God and Mature. 



Tlie following extracts fi'oni nianuscripts kindl}' sent me by 
members of the Kew England branch of the family, are worthy 
of preservation in this volume: 

Sir lialph De Pomeroy wae a favorite knight, or what 
modemers would call aiikle-camp, of William the Conquerer, 
to whom after the c(>n(juest of England, he gave lift^-seven 
townships (farms) in Devonshire and several in Somei-setshire, 
in one of the Devonshire manors. Sir Balph bnilt a castle, 
the rnins of which were standing in 1S20 in tolerable preser- 
vation, and had been visited by numerous anti(|uarians, which 
with the domain attached is still (1830) in possession of one of 
the family. Arthur Pomerov, a descendant, went to Ireland 
in the reign of Elizid)eth as Chaphiin to the Earl of Essex, 
and then laid the foundation of an estate now held liy his 
descendants, one of whom, Arthur Pomeroy, was ennobled in 
1783, by the name of Baron Ilarbnrton, of Castle Carberry, 
and was subsequently created a Viscount, but dying without 
any issue, he was succeeded by his brother Major General John 
Pomeroy, who served in the British army during the American 
Revolutionary wiir, and was succeeded by his son or nephew- 
Henry, the present Lord of Harburton, 

The branch from which the New England family proceeds 
emigrated from Devonshire about the year 1633, and settled 
at Dordiester, near Boston. There were two brothel's, Elt- 
weed and Eldred, and by the records of Dorchester, Elt- 
Weed Pomeroy was a man of some substance, for he owned 
two cows, no settler had more than three, which was 
considered at that time a good estate. They are represento*! 
aa possessing liberal and independent minds and were ilis- 
gusted with the tyranny of the Stmu*ts and Archbishop Laud, 
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Kence their removal to Ainerkvi. Thev subsennentlv removed 
with their minister, Rev. Mr. Warham, to Windsor, Connec- 
ticut, where tlie records of the town contain gnmts of hmd to 
Eltweed Poinnj, The orthocjrapln- of the name has v:iried, 
our ancestor not attending to or caring mue]i about sjwUing, 
and often left out letters, Pomry, Pomery, Pomroy, Pumroy, 
hence tlie pronunciation att-.iined in many parts of Massachu- 
setts and Connecticut of Pumery. A portion of the name 
drop the O in spelling, but it is doing murder to one of the 
liandsomest names in the ICuglisli language. Pomeroy is the 
true mo<Ie of spelling, and should be pronounced as O is in 
liome, and is so pronounced by the family in Enghind and 
Irehmd to this day, being the Fren<'h for King Apple — Pome, 
apple— Roy, king. Tradition says there was found on the 
estate in Xornumdy, from wliich Sir Ralph emigrated, a 
peculiar apple of which some king \vi»s very fond, from which 
<'ircumstance the estate was called King Apple. In those 
days men took their surnames ivowx the estate on which they 
were raised, hence Ralph of King Apple, or Ralph De Pom- 
eroy. The general characteristic ti'aits of this family are, a 
strong attachment to the principles of religious and civil lib- 
erty, and the social virtues, great moral and physical courage, 
and seldom can one be found that is not given to hospiuility. 
Their arms are a lion in the Held rampant, a lion segaut 
(sitting) holdhig up an apple by the stem in his dexter right 
paw. Motto— VirtutU fortuna coines. 

. These extracts embrace al>out all that will be hiterestinsr in 
tliifi connection. The family records sent me by the eastern 
branch of the family, were useful in supporting the genealogy 
of our immedi'.^.te branch of the family as herein given, but it 
is not necessar}* to reprotluce them here. They also sent me 
an impression of the coat of arms, which is verj' accurately 
described above. I intende<l to get a cut of it made and print 
it with these sket<rhes, but neglected it until too late to get it 
in time. Anv member of the familv wlu) mav want one for 
his o\\Ti use, has onlv to iro to a leadini>: stationer in anv citv, 
and for the sum of live dollai*s it will be furnished. If the 
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above description should not be sufficiently clear and explicit 
for the eugi'aver, I can furnish an impression received from 
Robert Pomeroy, Esq., of Pittsfield, Mass., who uses it on his 
letters, &c. He has also the old anvil used by Eltweed Pom- 
eroy, who was a gunsmith. 



The commission of John 31. Pomeroy, Paymaster United 
States Army, is dated August 14th, 1861. It is valuable 
because it has the genuine signature of Abraham Lincoln, the 
martyr President, and also of Edwin M. Stanton, the great 
War Secretary of tlie Rebellion. 

The following, in a pecuniary point of view, was even more 
valuable : 

TsEASUBY Depabtsient, Seoojb^d AunrroK's Office, 

August 15th, 1870- 

This is to certify that the accounts of Major John il. Pom- 
eroy, late Additional Paymaster, U. S. A., liaving been tinally 
adjusted in tliis office and confirmed by the Second Comp- 
troller, show no indebtedness on his part to the United States. 

£. B. French, Avditor. 

Many of the Paymasters, probably a majority, were short 
in their accounts, some a greater and others a less sum. Some 
of the Paymasters whose ability and integrity were unques- 
tioned) found themselves short sevend thousand dollars, wliich 
they could not account for or explain, but which they were 
obliged to pay into the Treasury. The place was a very diffi- 
cult and dangerous one to fill. The rolls were made by volun- 
teer officers who were suddenly throAvn into the service, and 
they were often inaccurate and in bad condition, while the dis- 
bursements were enormous and in small sums. Added to this 
the danger from thieves and rebels made the position a very 
hazardous one, and it is a wonder that the work was genendly 
so accurately done. At tlie final setthment of the accounts 
of Major Pomeroy tlie United States was foimd to be indebted 
to him thirty-two dollars wliich was an unususil outcome. 
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The first sheets of this work were given to the compoeitor 
early in 1879, and were worked along very leisurely as time 
and inclination suited until Augnst of that year, when the 
author had a spell of sickness which left him in enfeebled 
health for several months, during which time the work was 
suspended. It is now completed in the last days of April, 
1880, The history, I hope, Avill be useful to those who may 
continue it in the present and future generations. But little 
has been said of the living of the generation of which tlie 
writer is a member, but full justice can be done to them l>y 
those who are now living. 

The author has been careful not to blow his own horn, but 
as it happens several articles of a complimentary and personal 
nature are appearing in the papers as wo }U*e writing tlicse 
final lines, I will add some of them and thus close. 

From tlie PMic Opinion^ Chambersburg„ Pa.: 

As will be seen by the communication of ^^ A Republican^* 
in another column, the editor of orr venenible and esteemed 
contempoi'ary, the Kepository^ is advanceil as a candidate for 
the Legislature. Major Pomeroy represented this county in 
tlie Legislature a good many years ago, and there are a great 
many of our leading citizens of both pmties who think that he 
combines all the elements necessaiy for a representative at the 
present time. He is well and favorably kno\vn throughout 
the State, and in the matter of the payment of the border 
claims, would exei-t an inllueuce possessed by few otliers our 
county might send to tlie Legishiture. 



Commnnication from Pullic Opinion: 

In my humble opinion, side by side, if not superior,* to tlie 
Presidential, is the interest and importance that surrounds the 
oflice of membei's of the Letrislatni'e. Never in the liiston' of 
State iwlitics was this otKce of gi'eater importance to the party. 
A United States Senator is to l»e chosen, a i^districting of the 
State, and an entire revision of the revenue laws of the State 
will compose some of the important work to be done. Aiul 
last, and of nnicli interest to the people of the county, is the 
Border Riid Bill which should be pushed with i^edoubled 
energy. These claims were never in better shape (thanks to 
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our present Asgomhlyuien) than at present, and in inakin<2r 
selections for this office, we ^Iionld secure iceutlemen who are 
willini? not onlv to vote but to tidit these cUiims to a linal 
adjustment; and to this end I suirirest the name of Major 
John M. Pomeroy, e<litor of Franklhi JitjhfgUory^ as a very 
suitable candidate for this office. Tlie Major is peculiarly 
fitted for a successful legislator. His acquaintance M'itli the 
public men of the State is second to no gentleman in the 
county. His leirislative experience, having been a member of 
former Legislatures, his successful career as editor l)y which 
he has become acquainted with the people of the county, and 
through which he has learned the feelings and wishes of the 
whole people; his advoc4icy of the Border Kaid Bill at all 
times and on everv oircasion : his natural abilities : his uuim- 
.peachable character as a gentleman ; his sound Hepublicanism 
—combine to make him a candidate the whole party could 
cheerfully support; and if nonunated and elected, will not 
only be an honor to liimself but the constituency he represents. 



From the Franklin Heiiository : 

Something Personal. — ^The Lebanon Courier wiys: "The 
Republicans of Franklin county are talking of running Major 
John M. Pomeroy for the Legislature. lie would }>e an or- 
nament to that body, and is the kind of man the people will 
send to the Legislature if they are as anxious for good repre- 
sentatives as thev chum to be." 

As this matter has got into the papers, and is being generally 
commented upon, without any agency of mine, it may l>e proper 
to say that after matiu-e refiection, I have concluded to be a 
candidate, and will l>e glad if my friends will relieve me of 
the necessity of making any general wmvass of the county for 
the nomination. This pnictice, of recent origin, would be 
more honored in the l>reach than the o]>servance. My aver- 
sion to electioneering caused me long to hesitate about being 
a candidate when pressed by many personal finends to enter 
the list, who are partial enough to think that I can l)e useful 
in aiding the important local interests they will have in the 
next Legislature. Even if I had an umvillingness, which I 
have not, to return to a position to which the Whigs of this 
county twice elected me, the wishes of many valued friends is 
conclusive as to my coin*se now. I am obliged to my brethren 
of the press thronghout the State for their too favorable 
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notices, :ind I will be griitcfiil to my f rieiuld in the county for 
their suppoit at the approaching Convention 

J. M. P. 



From the Juniata Ttihune: 

This week's FrankUa liepo-nifonj gives the annonncenient 
tliat its al)le editor, John aI, Fo;Herf>y, will he a candidate for 
Letrislative honors in Frnnklin Coiintv. As that conntv has a 
liabit of sending EepuMican nienihers to the Legislatni-o, wc 
know of no one in the opposition who is lK?ttcr qualified to go, 
or who will si^e l»etter satisfaction wlien lie scets there. He 
ought to have no opposition for nomination. 



From the Philadelphi:i Tnnes : 

Major John M. Pomerov, editor of the Chamhershurg Ife- 
po^itoryj has formally assente<l to the use of his name a« a Re- 
publican candidate for the Legislature, and his nomination and 
election are reasonably assured. H(? represonte<l Franklin in 
the House more tlian a generation ago. In 1845 he was tirst 
nominated by the Whigs and ligured in the cnmpaiirn as "the 
bov Pomerov," but he defeate<l one of the al)lest t>em<HTats 
of the county l)y a decided majority tmd was nvelected in 184(>. 
He is on his native heath in tiie Gi*een ^pot, and his known 
influence with the prominent men of his party tlinnigliout the 
State make his election to the House specially important to the 
local interests of the border counties. 



We may add that we had no desire to return to a place we 
occupied thirty-live years ago, when we had barely attaine<l 
our majority, and which was a more honoRible position then 
than now, but many of our friends thought that on account of 
our previous experience, and extensive acquaintance, wo might 
possibly aid them in securing the payment of their War 
Claims. There are other important questions to come before 
the next Legishiturc that may render it interesting. I am 
indiffercnt about it, and if it comes without any effort on my 
part, I will accept it, if not will be equally content. 



\ 



ERRATA. 

Page 37, lust line — for stppreiuate reH<l upproacli. 

Page 49, on ITtli line from top— read open for upper. 

Page 51, on 14th line from toji — read won for wore. 

Page 82, <m 4th line from foot— omit Samuel, and Sanuiel 
Davidson on the line helow sliould have been reported dec'd. 

Page 97, on oth line from top— read than for that, and on 
!«4me page, 5th line from foot, read divest for <livert. 
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